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INTRODUCTION. 



Upon taking charge of the Mining Bureau (Inspeecion General de 
Minas) on March 21, 1900, reestablished by General Orders, No, 31, 
Office of the Military Governor, dated March 10, 1900, a critical study of 
the mining laws in force in the arehipeiago was immediately com- 
menced. 

The General Mining Law of May 14, 1867, had been published on May 
6, 1868. This law was a very long and involved system of rules and reg- 
ulations, and, notwithstanding its extensive publication, the Superior 
Civil Govcrnmont on April 14, 18'i'4, ordered its republication, and that 
all chiefs of provinces should collect and file the law, making a report of 
having done so. 

In issuing this decree ordering the republication, the Superior Civil 
Government says : "Having observed the defective formalities practiced 
by the chiefs of the provinces as to proceedings for the registry of mines, 
which defects bring about difficulties and delay in the dispatch of such 
business, * * • the Superior Civil Government orders the official 
republication of the Royal Decree and Eegulations to the end that in the 
future ignorance of said law can not be alleged, and therefore no class or 
kind of irregularity which may be committed shall be excusable." 

The law was accordingly republished on April 18, 1874; its provisions 
were not observed, however, and in a circular of August 36, 1876, the 
Director- General of Civil Administration says : "Notwithstanding pub- 
lication, * * * it has come to be observed that in the larger part of 
the expedientes of record having their origin in the governments of the 
provinces errors are committed or formalities omitted which sometimes 
invalidate them and other times delay the final action upon them, to the 
disadvantage of the State and the individual"; and then follows a brief 
abstract of the more essential provisions for the purpose of preventing a 
recurrence of these erroi-s and omissions. 

On September 30, 1893, it was found necessary to reiterate these com- 
plaints and again direct attention to the "main proceedings." 

The above statements and quotations indicate the practical difficulties 
experienced in enforcing the provisions of this law. 

No attempt appears to have been made to abstract this general mining 
law and collect its scattered and extended provisions under convenient 
headings with reference to other provisions of subsequent date, and with 
an index of reference. 
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INTRODUCTION. D 

The officer in charge of the reestablished Bureau, after several daj's' 
close study and application, no tli withstanding a rejiaonable degree of ex- 
perience in formulating and interpreting laws, was forced to undertalcc 
for his own use an abstract of the Royal Decree of May 14, 18fi7, witli 
references and cross-references covering the Regulations and subsequent 
orders and decrees, in order to obtain a clear and intelligent understand- 
ing of the law, and to enable him to inform the Military Government of 
existing conditions, and to recommend such changes and amendments as 
he should deem necessary in order to establish, direct, and maintain the 
mining industries in this archipelago. 

This volume is the result. 

Chaki.es TI. BrinniT, 
First Lieut, and Sqvadroii Ailjt.. Klfvciiili Cor., V. .>', V., 

Officer j/i Cho'-f/e of the Muiwt/ Burcnu. 

Manila, P. I., May, 1900. . 
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CHAPTER I. 



SUBSTANCES TO WHICH MINING INDUSTRY APPLIES. 



Article 1. 



(«) Precious stones; (1) 

(6) All substances metallic in thdr iiatiiro ; (5) 

(c) Combustibles; 

(d) Salts; 

(e) Phosphates of lime (solid, liquid, or^aseous, whether foimd 

upon the surface or beneath the ground), 
are substances to whicli the mining industry applies. 

Note 1. — I'leeious gtone»< mdeperdentlj' of the niannei' and locality of discov- 
ery, foim a special objeit of tlie mining industry, (Ait. 1, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Inoigann. substnnce.s nborc enini>erated, wliether in lodes or strata, 
pockets or am ii "niiPi of laying, and bo situated tlmt their working rcijiiires 
labor to develop — either by siirtnce oi underground operations — are special ob- 
jects of tile nulling industry lAit 1, Eeu ) 

AoTE 1 — in petitions filed foi exploitation of niinei if it appears that the sub- 
atanees in aboie aiticle aie confounded with those named in Article 3, tlie gov- 
einoi or alcalde slmll, at the time the petition is filed, make provision for draft- 
ing the petition as it should be, in ordu that the special proceedings provided for 
by the Royal Deciee may be folloMpil in each case and consistently with the 
(fliious objecta of the claimed tonee^sion (See Note 4, postea; Art. 2, Beg.) 

Note 4 — M'lien after obtaining piofeR-sional opinion there occurs any well- 
founded doubt upon the nature of the suliBtanee desired to be exploited , and 
nhen the owneis of the ground laise such doubt within tlie time set for opposing 
petitions about mineiala included in Aiticle 1 of the Royal Decree (and prior u> 
the suiiey of the lioundaiy lines m petitions lelatmg to minerals leferred to in 
Article 3 of the Ro\al Decree), the governor or alcalde shall suspend the pro- 
ceedings in tlie petition and shall immediately report to the Superior Civil 
Goieinor bv the pnper channels, foi a resolution m the matter subsequent to 
the lepoits by the inspector of mines and by the Goiernment and Industries Sec- 
tion of the Council of Administration. This resolution shall be final and without 
further recourse and shall be published in the Gazette that said resolution may 
form jurisprudence. (Art. 2, Reg,) 

Note 5. — lor instance where ferruginous lands (Art. 7, R. D.) are classed 
under this article (See Note 2, Art. 7, R. D., and Art. 10, Reg.) 

Note 6. — I pon petitions being filed for all classes of work, including those in 
Art. 3, R. D tunnels tiansportation, and drainage, etc., the petitioner must give 
a name to the nine Coiernora or alcaldes, without recourse, may refuse to 
accept any name which mn be ofTensive or bad sounding, considered morally or 
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8 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

civilly, and oblige the petitioners to select others exempt from such objections. 
(Art. 41, Heg.) 

Note 7. — Coal has been the subject of many enactments and decrees, and the 
employment of engineers and superintendents for them has been a matter of fre- 
quent legislation, all intended to encourage the coal-mining industry. Some of 
these are only of historical interest, while others have the force of existing law. 
They are found in Appendix C, p. 9i). 

Note 8. — Royal Order of August 21, 1896, regulates the use of surface of State 
lands for mines, and provides taxation. (Appendix C, p. 12Z.) 

Article 2. 
The State is the proprietor of foregoing substances and no one can deal 
with them without a eoncessioii granted by the Superior Civil Governor 
(Governor-General). 

Article 3. 

(a) Siliceous and calcareous products ; 

(b) Sands; 

(c) Argillaceous, magnesian, and ferruginous earths; 

(d) Marls; 

(e) Other substances of like class that may be applied to— 

(fl) Building, 

(b) Agriculture, or 

(c) The arts, 

shall continue of common advantage when found upon State lands or 
lands belonging to "pueblos" ; and of private development when the lands 
are of private ownership. 

The substances comprehended in this article are not subject to the for- 
malities and requirements of the j)resent decree, but shall be under the 
supervision of the Administration Civil relatively to policing and insur- 
ing the safety of the work. 

Royal Order, 20th of August, 1888, adds to Article 3 of this decree 
the following: '"What is said in regard to State lands refers to those 
which may be inalienable as lands of the Crown; but if they be alienable 
the Governor- General may authorize, specially, the exploitation of sub- 
stances comprehended in this article, the land being excepted from sale as 
long as the concessionary does not interrupt or abandon the exploitation 
of said substances." 



Note 1. — See Note 3, .Article 1, for directions as to examination of petition 
when flled to prevent confounding substances in this article with those named in 
Article 1, Also as to duty of governor or alcalde in these cases. 

Note 2 — Mineral products enumerated in this article shall be of tree use if the 
consent of the owner of the ground be obtained, even in cases where said products 
are applied to pottery and the making of chinaware or porcelain and refractory 
bricks, crystal or glass, or any other product of the manufacturing industry, and 
when the owner letuses his consent the Superior Civil Governor may grant 
authority to exploit said mineral products for these uses after receiving the 
record of the governor ur alcalde in the terms and with the formalities provided 
for by Article i of the Royal Decree. 
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SUBSTANCES TO WHICH MIMNG IXDTiSTKV APPLIES. i) 

For the purposes of Aiticles 4 and 5 of the Royal Decree, for exploitntion shall 
be understood to mean the separation and extraction and alienation or eonaign- 
iiient of the mineral products referred to in said articles, even though the owner 
of the ground or the concessional?, as tlie case may he. is not the manufacturer 
who applies said minerals direct to the uses stated in the foregone paragraph. 
(Arts. 4 and 5, R. D.) 

Note 3. — -The procedure for obtaining permission to exploit the products in this 
article is — 

(1) Petition filed under Model No. 1, 

(2) Notice by governor or alcalde to owner to expose within thirty days his 
reason for refusing the permit or declare liis intention to exploit on his own 



{3} If the owner elects to exploit on his own account, proceedings shall be sent 
to the Superior Civil Governor tlirough the piopev channels in order that he may, 
after receiving report of the engineer iiid tliat of the Section of Government and 
Industries of the Council of idniinistiation fix the time within which the 
owner must commence opentions laid peiiod to be not less than three months, as 
per Art. 4, R. D. 

(4) During this period gnen the onnei the petition to exploit shall be in sus- 
pense and can only be heard in case the owner fails to comnience operations within 
the period named. The reports of the engineer and of the Section of the Council 
of Adniinisti'ation shall be drafted for the purpose of considering the reasons that 
may warrant the permit petitioned for. 

(o| If the owner fails within thirty days to do anything in tiie matter oi bind- 
ing himself to make the exploitation on bis onii account, he shall be understood to 
waive such right. 

(6) In the latter case, as also where the OMUer refuses to exploit his property 
on his own account and submits reasons why he does not consent to exploitation 
by a third party, the records of the proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil 
Governor for his decision, to he rendered after ret^eiving the leport of the engi- 
neer and tliat of the Section of Government and Industries of the Council of 
Administration. 

This decision shall always be final without furtlier recourse, whether the permit 
is granted or not. (A t 4 Reg and \ote 2 Art. 5, R. D.| 

Note 4. — For forfe tu I tans gianted permits to o'tploit, see Art, 5, 
and Notes 2 to 9, R. D an I e i e 11 Note 9 Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 5.— See Note to^tlTDt p ovision requiring name to be given 
to the mine or works 

Note 6. — See Note 3 A t 10 E D n eference to the exclusion of rights to 
mining concession based upon the date of the petition, its filing-, or evidence of 
any kind of time wherein pi-ospecting was done. 

Note 7. — Guano is classed for the purpose of concessions undci- this head. See 
Royal Decree of August 13, 1393. (Appendix C, p. 112.) 

AiiTiCLi; 4. 
Exploitation of the substances in preceding article not permitted — 
Without special permission of the owner (when land is of private own- 
ership), but — 

The Superior Civil Governor (Governor-Genera!) may grant authority 
to work and open these deposits to anyone who may request it, for under- 
taking the manufaetuTe of — - 
(a) Potter}'; 
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10 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

(h) China or porcelaiiT'warc; 

(c) Firebrick; 

(d) Fine or ordinary glassware; or 

(e) Any other manufacturing industry^ — ■ 
Upon proceedings submitted — 

(a) By the governor or alcalde (governor, civil, political, ant! jiiil- 

itary, or corrumandant of the district); 

(b) After audience to the owner of the land; 

(c) Report from the Mining Bureau, and 

(d) The Council of Administration. 
The owner, however — 

May bind himself to open and work the same on his own account and 
to commence work within a period (not to he less than three months) to 
be fixed by the Superior Civil Governor {Governor-General) (2) and 
shall have preference to do so over strangers. 

Note 1. — See Note 2 to Art. 3, R. D., and Arts. 3 and 5, R. D., for further 
SKplaiiHtion of the "exploitation" and extension of the eonatruction placed upon 
thia article in connection with Arts. 3 and 5, E. D. 

Note 2. — See Art. 4, Reg., and Notes 3 to 9 of Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 3. — For forfeitures see Art. 5 and Notes 2 to 9, R. J)., especially Note 10, 
Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 4. — See Note 1 to Art. 22, R. T)., for place and manner of recording 
petitions. 

Article 5. 

Upon authorization to develop any articles in Sections 3 and 4 named 
the stranger must, first— 

(a) Pay the owner one and one-fifth of the value of the land; (3) 
(&) Also the deterioration or loss whicli the farm may suffer; 

and, 
(c) Give a guaranty for payment of such later damages as may 
bo occasioned in the future. (3) 

The work shall not commence until after having fulfilled these 
requirements. The authorization shall expire when the concessionary 
permits a year to pass without developing the said substances. 

General Note.— See Article 8 for like damage provisions for "prospecting." 

Note I,— See Art. 3, Note 2, R. D„ and Arts. 3 and 4, R. D., for further expla- 
nation of exploitation and extension of the construction placed upon this article. 

Note 2.— If the Superior Civil Governor grant permit to a stranger to exploit 
the grounds of private property for the products referred to in Art. 3, R. D., the 
governor or alcalde shall take steps to give immediate notice of the granted per- 
mit and for valuing tlie grounds to be occupied, and in order that payment of the 
valuation price be promptly made to the owner of the ground and the bond be 
given. (Art. 5, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for application of this piovision to requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 3. — The valuation shall be made by experts to be appointed by the parties 
in interest, and, in east jf disagreement, by a third expert, to be designated by the 
governor or alcalde at the time the interested parties select theirs. For this pur- 
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SUBSTANCES TO WHICH MININfi INDUSTRY APPLIES. 11 

poEse the parties shall give the aiithovities due notice of the appointment marfe by 
them, and they in turn shall be given immediate notiee of tlie appointment of tlie 
third expert. Security (guaranty) shall be filed with the governor or alcalde. 
(Art. 5, Reg.) 

Note 4. — Aft«r the indemnification has been paid and the security furnished (as 
provided) and deposited, the governor or alcalde shall provide that without the 
least delay the giound be staked out by the engineer whose duty it may be to do 
so and shall report said provision to the Superior Civil Governor, whu shall notify 
said engineer to comply with said provisions. (Art. 6, Reg.) 

Note 5. — The demarcation shall be stated with its estension and figuie, as 
requested by party in interest, and in the petition (never to exceed 20,000 square 
meters) . But, the figure must always be a rectilinear polygon, with the least pos- 
sible number of sides up to its limit of a rectangular parallelogram. (Ait. 
6, Eeg.) 

Note 6. — Tlie engineer shall make two plats of the ground, one to be attached 
to the record and the other given to the party in interest. The plats shall deter- 
mine the starting point of the exploitation and its boundary lines. (Art. 6, Reg.) 

Note 7.— In ease discrepancy appears, as the result of demarcation, Vietween the 
ground contained in its perimeter and the ground whereof valuation and indenmi- 
ficotion has been made and security filed, tlie valuation shall be rect fled by the 
same experts who intervened in the original valuation, f post, ble uti er se by 
others selected in the same manner. No work shall be -o en ed until this has 
been done and the payment made or deposited as provided m A t Reg folio v 
ii^. (Art. 6, Reg., and Note 8, postea.) 

Note 8. — If any of the parties fail. to appoint etperts tie latte shall l<e 
appointed by the governor or alcalde. The demarcation shall not le s 'ipendel 
nor any obstacle placed to the work necessary to explo t l>eca ae tl e part es n 
interest do not conform to the valuations made by the t«o e pe ts oi I j tl e ti rd 
in case of disagreement. 

In the latter cjise the grantee shall deposit the amount of the valuated indemni- 
fication with the increase referred to in Art. 5, R. D,, in the General Deposit 
Office in Manila or in the Administration Office in the respective province. 

This deposit shaU be independent of tlie sum to he paid for indemnification in 
ease where a recourse has been interposed by the parties and has been duly 
resolved in compliance with the provisions of Art. 65, Reg, (Note I, Art. 85, Tl. 
D.). (Art. 7, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. T>., for application of this provision to requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 9.— If the graijtee fail to exploit within one year the substances referred 
to in Arts. 3 and 4, R. D., in compliance with Art 5 K D the forfeiture of the 
permit shall be declared ex oflicio, or, at the request of a pirt^ by the governor or 
alcalde. For parties in the proceedings of forfeiture shall be understood not only 
the owner of the ground but also any other person who with or without the 
er s consent intendn e\ptoiting the same substances in tl e same locality 
declarations made hj the governor or alcalde in the proceedings for forfeiture 0l 
peimit can be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor but gainst resolu- 
tion rendered by the last named Governor, after receiving the report from the 
respectue Section of the Council of Administration there ihill lie no rec< 
(.Art 8, Eeg , see Note 3, Art. 3, R. D.) 

Note 10.— See Note 1 to Art. 22, R, D., for place and manner cf recording peti- 
tions for investigation or registry, and the procedure thereun ler 

Note 11.— See Art. 95, Reg. (Note 1. Art, So R D in reference to appeah to 
the Council of Administration from the Superior Civil ( overnor in exploitation 
granted to strangers). 
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Article 6. 



(a) Gold or tin bearing sands, or 

(b) Other mineral products of rivers and placerf?, shall be frea 

for use without the necessity of authorization or license. 

Only when work is dojie by "fixed establishments" (1) shall mining 
elaims (2) be laid out (3) according to Par. 3, Ari:. 13, R. D. 

Note 1. — For meaning of "fixed establish ments," see note to Art. 9, Reg- 

NoTE 2. — See Paragraph 3, Article 13. Sixty thousand squai'e meters to claim 
in a rectangle or aqua re. 

Note 3. — The proceedings for concession under this article can be instituted 
without the obligation of putting up the plant prior to the filing of the petition; 
the work must be commenced, however, within one month from the date of filing 
the petition. The concession shall not be granted, nor shaU the proceedings for 
said concession be definitely approved, until the fact is established, within the 
term set by the Superior Civil Governor in each case, that the plant has been 
erected completelj", or at least sufficiently to be in condition to commence opera- 
tions. (Art. 9, Heg.) 

Note 4. — See Not« 1 to Art. 22. R. D., for place and manner of recording peti- 
tions where work is done by "fixed establishments." 

Note 5. — See Note 6 to Art. 1, R. D., for provision requiring name to be given 
to the mine or works. 

Note 6. — By decree of the Governor- General of August 3, 1804, tiie fraudulent 
and illegal working of gold placers in Northern Camarines without a concession 
was provided for by a set of nine rules. Tliere is a question as to whether these 
are not general. Uy it the working of all placers without a concession is pro- 
hibited and provision made for forfeiture of gold illegally obtained, (Appendix 
0, p. 114.) 

Article 7. 

Ferruginous lands (such as ochers and red earths) sliall also be free of 
operation. 

If the metallurgy of the iron places them in the first grade of mate- 
rials, mining claims may be laid out according to Paragraph 2 of Article 
13. (1) 

■Vote 1 — 500 x 300 meters 

■Vote 2 — Where the metallurgv of iioi if such i to renier tie pjith law 
material under Art 1 R D the proceedings shall be imrae liateU instituted 
as ill others whereby a mining cHim is solicited but without the necessity of 
proving the existence of i fixed plant nor of erecting *iaid plant on the part of 
the parties expi iting siid claim tnd tl e parties shall be clis ed as I eing m the 
same cii cum stances as grintecs of mines contiining the substance enum^rat d 
m Alt 1 R D and with like proceedings ( 4rt 10 Reg ) 

Note 3 — Mines must hue name (See Note 8 Ait 1 P D ) 
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CHAPTER n. 



PROSPECTING. 



Article 8. 
Who may prospect? 

(ffi) Every Spaniard; 

(b) Naturalized foreigner; 

(c) Person established in the islands, with necessary pennissioii ; 

(d) Indian; 

(e) Mestizo; or 

(f) Chinaman. 
What is prospecting? 

"Superficial work for the discovery of minerals mentiontid in Article 1."' 
It may be conducted on — 

(a) Lands not devoted to cultivation, and whether belonging to — 

1. The State, 

2. The pueblos, or 

3. Privat« owners. (A) 

the work called 'prospeLting" is limited to an excavation not exceidin,, 
2 meters -iquare and 1 meter m depth (B) 

Note a — P«rmission of the owiiti i lust be tirat obtam'"j o jndtu iuty oi 
reparation foi iii> damages niust be fuimsled 

Note B — 6 i6 by 3 28 feet 

iVoTE C — Authoiities and emploveea of the ndii inistratiie o ] li u! I i intl e% 
are prohibited fiom proRpeotmg oi 

Beeonung propiietois of mine withintlei: juiisdittion^ or nl eiein tl ej e\aiii 
ine and take cognizance of eoncessions 

Note 1 — The permiBBion to make freelj lurfaee work iincipi tl !■ la. a ol 
"proapetting for the purpose of discoienng minerala under this article if they 
be nol under cultiiatuin shill e'vtend to all linds stake 1 out whether belonging 
to the State niunicipalitiei or pru ate parties (Art 11 Reg) 

Note 2 — II the owner of the land refuses permi sion for tl c il ove stated work 
the prospector can lequest permission fion tl a governoi or alcilde and these 
authorities ma\ giant th( request m the form provided foi in Art 17 Reg (Art 
12, Beg-) 

Note 3. — Owneis of landa of all classes shall always have the i-ight to exact 
from the prospector bonds for indemnification of damages, and before conunencing 
work. This indemnity, in the absence of an agreement, shall be made by experts 
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i.jijioiiitcd by tlie paities. or by a third, in pnse of disagieenient, designated by the 
gu\'ei'nor or alcalde at tlie time t!ie puitien select tlieirs. For tliia purpose parties 
shall give due notice of their appointments to the authority, wlio shall immedi- 
ately give notice of the third to the parties. When the parties can not sgrte as to 
the amount of security to guarantee the indemnity, the governor or alcalde shall 
aet the amount. The governor or alcalde shall also set the amount in the eases 
where the authorities grant the permit owing to the refusal or silence on the 
part of the owner to prospect the land of said owner, whatever be the ease referred 
to in Articles 8 and 9 of the Royal Decree under which said land way come. (Art. 
17, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for appiioatinn of this provision t* requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 4, — If parties in interest fail to conform to valuation in eases referied to 
in Art. 17, Eeg, (Note 3, antea), the proceedings shall lie analogously with those 
provided for under Article 7 of the Regiihitiona (Xote 2, Art. 7, R. D.) when 
treating of the authority for exploiting the mineral substances enumerated in 
Art. 3, R. D. Sec Note 3, Art. 3. R. D. (Art. 18. Reg.) 

Ahticle 9. 
Arable lands (1) — 

1. Containing timber; 
3. Devoted to pasture; or 
3. Devoted to cultivation — 
shall not be prospected without permission of the owner. 

If the owner, first, refuse permission, or, second, after two months' 
delay, neglect to grant such permission, the prospector may appeal to the 
governor or alcalde, who shall grant or refuse it after hearing interested 
parties; and — 

(a) If he thinks proper, or 

(b) If any of the parties so request, he may appeal to a mining 

engineer. 

Note 1. — See Article 10 for conditions applicable to lands of "applied agrical- 
ture"; also last clause of Article 10 as to notice by prospectors to the governor 
or alcalde to secure rights to prospect. 

NoTK 2. — When a petition ia filed with the governor or alcaide for permission 
to prospect above class of lands, notice shall be given to the owner lor his repre- 
sentatives), setting at the HBme time the term of thirty days within which he is 
to expose the reasons of his refusal or silence. If no reply be made within the 
time, it shall be understood the owner waives the right granted him by Art. 9, 
R. D. (Notes 2, 3, and 4, Art. 9, R. D.) The petition shall be drafted upon the 
form of Model No. 1, with such alterations as may be necessary. (Art. 13, Keg.| 

The resolution of the governor or alcalde declining or granting the permit to 
prospect, as referred to in Art. 9, R. D., can be appealed from through the same 
authorities to the Superior Civil Governor, but his decision is final. (Art. 14, 
Reg.; see also Art. 15, Reg., Note 3, postea.) 

Note S.^Partics requesting the owner of land for permission to prospect lands 
referred to in Arts. and 10, R. D., shall in writing biing the matter to the 
knowledge of the governor or alcalde under whose jurisdiction is the locality to be 
prospected. The governor or alcalde shall enter the date of filing in the petition 
and give to the petitioner, or liis accredited representative, a certifteate estab- 
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lishing the fact th.it due notice lias been given to said authorities. (Art. 

15, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 2, Art. 10, K. D., for limitation of rights acquired by peti- 
tion for prospecting in obtaining a mining concesBion and title; also, Art. 16, 
Reg., upon which the above-quoted Xote 2 is baaed. 

XOTE 5. — See Kotea 3 and 4 to Art. 8, R. D., as to procedure for indemnity to 

Article 10. 
Ill— 

(a) Gardens, 

(6) Orchards, 

(c) Cultivated grounds, 

(d) Cane fields, and 

(e) Irrigated lands, 

the owner is the only person who can grant permission to prospnt, artd 
that without further recourse or appeal. 

The prospector must inform the governor or alcalde within whose 
jurisdiction he desires to prospect for the proper action at the proper 
time. (1) 

Note 1. — Tliis applies also to the class of lands in Article 8, 
Note 2. — See Note 3, Art. 9, R. D., for manner of procedure to obtain right to 
prospect on this class of lands. 

Note 3. — For the purpose of obtaining a mining concession and title there can 
in' no case be invoked any rights claimed to be based on the date of the petition 
for prospecting, nor on the dates of the filing of said petition ; nor upon evidence 
of a personal or other kind of the time wherein the prospecting was done, even in 
case of lands the exploitation whereof is declared free by the Royal Decree. ( Art. 

16, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Notes 3 and 4 to Art. 8, E. D., as to procedure for indemnity to 

L D., for further proceedings for obtaining eon- 



AltTICLE 11. 
Upon deniaml of the owner, the prospector must — 

(tt) Give a guaranty of indemnity against damage caused hj 

prospecting, to be fixed by agreement or appraisement. 
(b) The prospector shall also be subject to the payment of dam- 
ages he may afterwards occasion to the property. 
And, when the permission for prospecting is given by the governor or 
alcalde, a guaranty or deposit for indemnification shail he made to the 
satisfaction of that official. 

Note 1. — See Notes 3 and 4, Art. 8, R. D., as to procedure for indemnity, etc. 

Note 2.— See Note 4. Art. 20, R. D., for further proceedings touching 
indemnity, etc. 

Note 3. — See Note 1, Art. 29, R. U., for extension of this provision in requests 
for demarcation. 
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Article 13. 



Prospecting works can not be opened at a distance less than 40 meters 
(1) from — 

1. A building; 

2. A railroad ; 

3. Wagon road ; 

4. Canal; 

5. Fountain; 

6. Watering place for cattle; or 

7. Other public servitude. 
And 1,400 meters (3) from — 

8. Fortifications. 

Unless permission be first bad — 

(a) From the military authorities in Class 8; 

(6) From the Superior Civil Governor in all public seirices or 
servitudes ; 

(c) From the owner of buildings and property of private owner- 
ship. 

Note I.— 131.23 feet equal 40 meters.' 
Note 2. — 4,593.16 feet equal 1,400 meters. 
Note 3. — Points of measurement defined^ — 
For buildings: 

Prom the outer walls, sides, or fences. 
For railroads: 

From the bottom line of embankments; from the top line of cuts; from the 
outer edge of ditches; and, in default of said lines, from a line triieed at H^ 
meters from the outer cheek of the rail on the roadway. 
For cartroada; 

In the same manner as for railroads, except that in default of ditches the 
starting point shall be from a line traced at 1 meter from the edge of the 
road filling. 
For canals; 

The outer edge of the towpath. 
For fountains: 

From outer part of the basin, if any, or from the place where the water is 
received. 
For watering places and other public easements; 

From the outer line next to the spot of the mining work. 
For fortifications; 

From the most advanced earthworks and nearest to the place where the min- 
ing work has to be done. (Art. 19, Keg.) 
Note 4. — Petitions for license to perform the mining work at lesser distances 
than 40 and 1,400 meters shall be addressed, through the governor or alcalde, to 
the Superior Civil Governor or to the Cftptain-GJeneral ; in either of which cases 
the proper proceedings shall be instituted, subject to the report of the engineer of 
mines, and to that of the Council of Administration in case of public easements; 

'Calculated by means of the Smithsonian Standard Tables. 
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if the latter oonsista of roads or canals, the report of ttie eorreaponding engineer 
shall also be required. 

If the license be refused hj — 

{a) The Governor- General. 

(6) The Captain-General, or 

(c) The owner of buildings on private property, 
such refusal shall be considered as final, without any further recourse. When 
there are roads, buildings, or easements within the solicited claim, and the work 
done or contemplated lies at a distance greater than 40 meters, it is not necessary 
to request the license; in these cases the proceedings shall follow the ordinary 
course, bnt the engineer shall state the conditions obtaining, for the purpose of 
such enactments as may be deemed convenient by the Superior Civil Governor, in 
granting the concession. (Art. 20, Iteg.) 

Note 5. — No course shall be given to petitions for prospecting or registration it 
no license has l>een obtained to start the work at a distance less tlian that required 
by Art. 12, R. D., when it is desired to do the w^ork in close pro.\iiiiity to builiiings. 
roads, public easements, and fortifications. ( Art. 29, lieg. | 
For procedure see Note 4, Ait. 20, li. D. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

SUBJECT OF MINING CLAIMS. 



Article 13. 
Claims are divided into three classes : 

1. Mining claims in solid form,rectanguiar,300 by 200 meters, (1) 

(a) Measured horizontally in such direction as desired; 
(6) Of indefinite vertical depth; 

(c) The surface remaining the property of the owner of the 
land. 

2. Each claim, 500 by 300 meters, (3) 

(a) Iron, 

(6) Coal, 

(c) Anthracite, 

{d) Lignite, 

(e) Peat, 

if) Asphalt, 

(g) Bituminous or carboniferous alumina, 

(ft ) Sulphate of soda, 

(i) Salt. 

3. In gold or tin bearing sands, and all others treated of in Art. 6, 

a claim shall consist of CO,OO0 square meters (3) ; laid out in 
either rectangular or square, or a series of squares of 20 me- 
ters (4) each eide, at least, and fitted one to the other accord- 
ing to the wish of the prospector, but without leaving open 
spaces between. 
Note 1.— 984.2 feet by 656.2 feet. 

Note 2.-1,640.4 feet by 984.2 feet, or 179,400 square yards (Smithsonian), or 
37.05 acres. 

Note 3. — 71,760 square yards, or 14.8 acres. One acre equals 4,840 square 
yards, or 4,046.24 square meters. 
Note 4.-65.6 feet. 

See Article 6 ("All mineral products of rivers and placers"). 
Note 5. — It ia made the duty of engiueera when visiting the districts where 
mines are being worked, and when surveying boundary lines, to examine if between 
claims already granted thei'c exist strips or free spaces lacking in extent neces- 
sary to form a claim, in compliance with Arts. 1.^ and 14, R. D. When these facts 
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come to their notice in any manner they shall notify the same to the governor or 
alcalde. Proceedings are then taken by the governor or alcalde, aa follows-. 

Proceedings by the governor or alcalde to be commenced within forty days from 
date of receiving notice froni the engineer. 

The engineer's notice shall be ncconipnnied by a topographic plan of the claims 
between which are strips or free spaces inanfficient to form complete claims; upon 
these the governor or alcalde shall order that the owner of the oldest of the con- 
tiguous mines be notified to the elVect that he may state whether or not he accepts 
the surplus ground, which can be adjudicated to him as a "demasia." In the case 
just cited, aa also when the surplus ground exceeds two-thirds of n complete claim 
of its kind, the ftotice to state whether the "demasia" is accepted or not shall be 
given to al! the other contiguous owners, and inserted in the official newspaper or 
on the notice board at the Government or alcalde's building. 

Oppositions shall be filed within 120 days. 

Owners of contiguous claims, within the same time, shall notify t]ie govci]ioi' oi' 
alcalde if they refuse or not said surplus giouud. Their silence shall be under- 
stood as an evidence of their acceptance. 

After 120 days the governor or alcalde shall, without delays of any kind, decree 
the adfiidicnlion, and the demarcation shall be certified to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor, to whom also shall l>e sent the record with the written documents ot oppo- 
sition for his decision. 

Provisions established for proceedings in the case of complete mining claims 
shall be obseiTed in all that is not specially set out in this article. (Art. 21, Reg. ) 

Notice shall be given the engineers of the receipt of their reports and maps, and 
the date of the entry of said documents in the governor's or alcalde's office sliall be 
taken note of in the same manner as for the filing of petitions. Prom that date 
the forty days shall begin to run. (Art. 21, Reg.; see also Note 2, Art. 14, R. D.) 

See Note 3, G. P. Ueg.. in reference to hindrance or obstruction of engineers 
undci' the above article. 

Note 6. — See Note 2, Art. 14, R. D.. for proceedings when instituted by others 
than the Government. 

Note 7.— See Note 3, Art. 14, R. D., for limitation ua time ivithin wbirh adju 
dication of "demasia" must be made. 

NoTB 8. — See Art. 25, Reg., iis to number of claims tint mav be embraced in one 
petition for mines named in Class 1 of this article See also Att 50 Reg for 
conditions under which groups of mines may be located «ithin sime boundaries 

See Ai-t. 16, R. D., for the general classification of these locitions as to limita 
tion of number. 

Note 0. — Peat has been made an exception m location registry and ta-\.a 
tion. If the registration refers to a deposit less than an incomplete claim of its 
class, the claim may be designated in the foim of i reot ingle mclLSing or contain 
ing said deposit and shall be granted siib|ect to the same proMsions established 
for other concessions of the same class 

In the case of exploiting several small extents of peat one and tiie 'same petition 
si all coier and designate all those existing in the space of four contiguous claims 
of the dimensions aet foith in Pi r 2 Art 13 R D or in double the space if 
ciain ed by a company but each of said extents cm he staked out separately jf 
suitable bv forming ■» lectangle liige enough to inclose or e ntain the whole of 
sat 1 e\tent 

The topographical j Ian shall show each (xtent or spot distinctly traced accord 
ing to the situation of laid spots and the surface of said sj ots shall be made to 
appear m tie document or rep rt of the examination tr staking out of ail the 
spots tl at are to be the aubjeet of t! e concession The concession shall be limited 
-to the spaces staked out and the grantees shall pay the contribution corresponding 
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to said epacea as set forth in Paragraphs 2, 4, and 8, Article 76, of tlie Roya! 
Decree. 

The conceaBiona ehall be reputed to be nianned if they contain the number of 
workmen corresponding to the space, primitively designated, if one or more claims, 
and the intermediate spaces shall remain vacant for mining eoncsaaiona of tliis 
class. (Art. 26, Reg.) 
Note. — In the Smithsonian Standard Tables the following equivalents are givi;ii: 
1 meter^39.3700 linear inches. 
= 3.23083 linear feet. 
= 1.0936111inear yards. 
1 square meter = 10.764 square feet. 
= 1.196 squareyards. 

AliTICLE 14. 

An open space between two or more claims in which a claim may be 
laid out, the horizontal surface of which is not less than two-thijds of a 
claim of its class, and the greatest side of which does not exceed 300 
meters in Class 1, or 500 meters in Class 2, is called an "incomplete 
claim," and shall be awarded to any person asking for the same. 

Note 1.- — See Note 5, Art. 13, R. D., for duties of engineers in discovering and 
reporting "incomplete claims," and proceedings for adjudication of such reports. 

Note 2.— "Demaaias" (both under Aits 14 and lo R D ) may be solicited by 
the owners of contiguous mining claims subjtct to the order of preference named 
in the Royal Decree, but no concession shnll be granted until the exaniimtion and 
report of the corresponding engineer h'^s been made and the topographic plan 
drawn up as referred to in Art. 21, Reg 

Aa soon as the petition is filed, the goieinor or alcalde shall order the engineer 
to make the examination and draw up the topographic plan of the mining cliims 
between which exist vacant strips or opaces and to report within sit months 
reckoned from the date when he received the order from said authorities 4fter 
these formalities have been complied with the proper notices shall be issued ^nd 
the matter shall continue and with the proceedings and sub|ett to the rules pro 
vided for in Art. 21, Eeg. See Note 5 \rt 21 Reg for official adjudication 
(Art. 22, Reg.) 

Note 3. — "Demasias" not expressly renounted by all the continguoiis mine 
owners must in all cases be adjudicated beftre the lapse of two years reckoned 
from the date of the concession of the latest mining claim determining the penm 
et«r of the vacant space between three or more claims or forming between t«o 
others the strip referred to in Articles 14 and 15 of the Royal Deciee (Art 
23, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 4, Article 15, for rules governing demarcation and conces- 
sion of incomplete claims or "demaaias." 

Article 15. 
An open space between two or more claims, insufficient to form an 
incomplete claim, shall be called an "overplus." 
An overplus shall be awarded — 

(a) To the oldest bordering claim ; 

(i) If expressly declined, then to those who follow in order of 
priority. 
An overplus (without regard to shape) covering a greater surface than 
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two-thirds of an incomplete claim of its class shall constitute two or more 
overpluses. 

Only one overplus can be awarded to a single mine. If more than one, 
they must be awarded successively in the order of priority to bordering 
claims. 

Note 1. — See Note 5, Art. 13, R. D., aa to duties of engineers in discovery and 
reporting "overpluses" or "demasifls," and proceedings for adjudication on Buch 

Note 2. — See Note 2, Art. 14, R. D., as to proceedings when instituted by others 
than the Government. 

Note 3.— See Note 3, Art. 14, K. D., for limitation of time in adjudicating 
"demasiai 

Note i —In the demarcation and ccncisaion of incomplete claimi or demasias 
the follofting eight rules must be obsened 

Rule 1 Whenever between staked out or prospected mines there is a lacint 
space to take m a complete mining claim this spate can not be demaic^ted as 
incomplete Pteference mvst be giten to the co iplett cla%m as the sime foims 
the UHiti of concession 

Rule 2 !No incomplete mining cKii i shall be demarcated in spaces not eutireh 
inclosed bv mines or prospect'^ if it be necessary to take free land outside of said 
space and the kcatmg of other con plete claims be therebv preitntel In this tase 
the intermediate space shall be considered a dema&ia 

Rule 3 If the suiface of a incint spate bounded bj other concLsaions or pros 
peeting permits be insufficient to tontain two incomplete claims or one complete 
one, the latter m ist in\ariablj be demartated and the surplus giound shall be a 

Rule 4 If a vacant spate tl ough of greater •, irtite thin cne complete Kin 
were not 300 or aOO n pters long, as respectnelj icquired by Art 14 R D to 
incomplete claims can be marked off, each with an aveiage surface of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, but less than 60,000 to 150,000, as the case 
may be. 

Rule 5. Intermediate vacant spaces, not nieasHrin); an area at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meter.i, according to tlieir class, or, if exceeding said 
area it does not have all the ciicum stances enumernted under Art. 14,, R. D., shall 
be considered "deroasias." 

Rule 6. When between staked-out claims there is a strip of vacant land, the 
width whereof be less than 2U0 or 300 meters, according to the class of claims, 
said vacant land shall be demarcated as contiguous incomplete claims- 
Rule 7. If between stabed-out elaims there be old mines, the lapsing, abaniion- 
ment, or renunciation whei'eof appears to be already declared and adjudicated, 
said grounds shall be considered as incomplete claims or as "demasias" in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the foregoing article. 

Rule 8. Art, 60, R. D., gives preference rights to relocate old or abandoned 
mines by parties who institute the proceedings for adjudication, etc. The form 
of the claim and its size, etc., where such preference right is given, are governed 
by the following rule : 

Only in the case where the declaration of lapsing, when same be not already 
declared, is requested tor the purpose of registration, and after the adjudication 
of said lapsing the governor or alcalde declare the ground in question open to 
registry, can, in the sense of Art. 69, R. D.. lie the reappearance of the primitive 
claim in favor of the informant aa a special grace to him (granted by the Royal 
Decree in reward for his information.) (Art. 24, Reg.) 
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Article 16. 



Private persons and companies may obtain as many claims as tliey may 
deem convenient, provided— 

(fl) Xot more than two for one person be asked for in a single 
petition ; or, 

( b ) Four for a company ; 

(c) Double, respectively, in mines embraced in the second sen- 

tence of Article 13; 

(d) Larger groups or territories of mines may be also fonned at 

will without prejudice to a division of the n'speetive 
demarcations. 

Note 1. — This nrtiele is made explicit and exact in its meaning by this clause 
referring to su^division (d) above, via; "Excepted are only petitions for claims 
within the same boundaries (Cotos mineros), which petition tan be made in the 
form set forth in Article 50 of these Resulntions." Esaiiiination of Article 50 
makes the matter clear. (Art. 25, Reg.) 

"Petitions made in the name of companies limited, iinliniited, and joint stock, 
and also special mining companies, when said companies are legally instituted, 
shall be accompanied by a written document in due form establishing their 
corporate existence." (Art. 25, Reg,) 

Note 2. — See Kote 6, Art. 21, R. D., for provisions relating to groups of mines 
(Goto de Minas) and the conditions attaching to them. 

Article 17. 
Investigation permits (Art. 25) may comprehend: 

(a) Two claims, according to class, where land is vacant; 

(b) Two or more areas for prospecting (if contiguous) if there is 

vacant land. 

Note 1, — See Note 2, Art. 28, R. D., for limitation on claims whei-e registi'ation 
is made or- desired from an investigation. 

Note 2. — See Note 6, Art. 21, R. D., for provisions relating to groups of mines 
(Goto de Minaa) and the conditions attaching to them. 

Article 18. 
(a) Single claims are indivisible. 

(6) Concessions for two or more claims, with the appro\al of tlie 
Superior Civil Governor, may be separated. 
Note 1.— The proceedings shall be instituted by petition of t!;e interested par- 
ties, to be followed by the opinion of the corresponding mining engineei'; the 
filing of the proceedings, with the report of the governor or alcalde with the 
Superior Civil Governor for his resolution. If approval is denied, no recourse 
shall lie, unless the causes of the denial become modified owing to exploitation 
subsequently made, or any other motive, to be investigated in each ease according 
to the circumstances obtaining therein. (Art. 27, Reg.) 

Note 2.— See Note 2, Art. 28, R. D., for division of claims when it is desired 
to change a registry into investigation and there are more than two claims 
embraced in the territory that it is desired to investigate. 
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Article 19. 
Both individuals and companies may acquire — 
(a) By purchase, 
{b) By any other legal means, 
aay number of claims — 
(a) Either before 

(it) Or after the title of ownership is issued. 
Sueh grantees shall acquire only the rights of their grantors. As com- 
panies, the number of claims can not be increased if vacant land does not 
e t 
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sole legitimate partj theieto tbe pnrlj »bo has instituted and tontmued said pro- 
ceedings, without interposing any alienation or transfer, etc. (Art. 28, Reg.) 
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PETITIONS FOR MINING CLAIMS. 



Article 20. 
Ownorship of mining elairns are secured either liy — 
(it) Investigation or 
(h) Registry. 
Priority of petition gives preference in both (3) ; petitions may b,' filed 
without the knowledge or consent of the owner of the land ; 

But, work shall not be commenced except after compliance with pro.-^- 
pccting conditions established in Articles 9, 10, 11, and 12. ( 1) 
If the owners of — 
(a) Gardens; 
( h ) Orchards ; 
(c) Cane fields; or 
((?) Other irrigated lands 
refuse permission for preliminary work, the governor or alcalde may grant 
permission in the manner provided by Articles 25 and 2<i ('I) whenever 
mineral may be discovered. 

Note 1-— (Arts. 9, 10, 11, and 12, E. D.) : 
(o) Apply to owner for permission; 
(6| On refusal or negleet of two months; 

(c) Appeal to governor or alcalde, ete. 
Note 2.— (Arta. 25 and 26, R. D.) : 

(a) Permission to investigate presented; 

(b) Mining engineer then examines and approves; 
Ic) Opposition eoniidered; 

(d) Limit for governor's decision, five mouths; 

(e) Appeal to Superior Civil Governor within thirty dnys. 

Note 3, — preference for the concession of and title to mining claims by virtue 
of proceedings by petition shall in equal cases be regulated by the date of presen- 
tation of said petition. (Art. 29, Reg., first clause; see Note 4 snq.) 

^OTE 4 — When a petition requests prospecting or evploiting in gardens, etc. 
Isee ^it 10 R D ) it to present the petition the owners consent is not neces- 
>u]j or the owner declines to consent to the commencement of operations and 
hies lis denial withm the term of tl ree montht no recourse of any kind shall 
he and the petition si ill remain iiid 

If the owner of the lands (abo\e ilaas) ihall make no answer within the three 
months after his permission has been requested, either refusing or granting it, it 
shall be understood that he accedes to the execution of the work and the proceed- 
ings shall continue their course. The governor or alcalde shall authorize the pros- 
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peotor or party registering to commence operations aubjeot to giMng ae urity and 
indemnity as provided in Art. 11, R. D., and Arta. 5 7 and 1" Reg (Nott 8 
Art. 5, R. D. ; Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D., and Note 3 Art 8 R D ) 

In work, either under "prospecting" or "registering desired to be done nearer 
than the limit (see Art. 12, R. D.) to huildings, roida etc no courge shall be 
given Uj the petition without the license is first procured In all these eaies is 
well as in those recited iu this article (Art. 20, R. D ) the prospector or pirty 
desiring registration shall at the time of requesting permission to begin opera 
tions inform the petty governor in whose jurisdiction said operations or work 
must be done, in the form provided for in Article 15. Petitions for diminution of 
distances shall be addressed through, the governor or alcalde and the proMsions 
established in Article 20 of these RegulatKna bhall be applicable to said petitions 

The parties in interest shall also inform the local authority of the petition b\ 
them addressed to the onners of gardena orchards cane fields and irrigation 
farms for permission to extend the commenced ivork through the ground occupied 
by said properties. If the permission ha-: not been obtained after the lapse of 
three months, or has been denied within said term, said permission can be granted 
by the governor or alcalde, as provided for in this article (Art. 20, K D ) and 
subject to the indemnity and security mentioned in Article II, and to the provi 
sions made for this purpose under Articles 5, 7, and 17 of these Regulations It 
the permission be denied by the governor ot alcalde, tlie Superior Civil Governor 
can be appealed to; there shall be no recourse against the decisions of the latter 

Whenever the ground is one of those whereon to commence or continue work it 
is necessary to obtain the permission of the owner, or, in default of same, that 
of the governor or alcalde, the party in interest shall be obliged, within sixty days 
reckoned from the presentation of the petition for prospecting or registeiino, to 
show the permission or refusal from the owner of said ground for the purpose of 
attaching the respective documents to the record, oi to nianifrat in writing the 
date whereon said permission was asked of SJid owner. If at the expiration of 
said term neither of the two documents hereinbefore mentioned be filed, it shall be 
understood that the party in interest lenonnces the further continuance of the 
proceedings and his petition for prospecting or registering shall remain without 
course and closed (Art. 29. Reg.; see also Note 2, Art 23, R. D. ; Note 1, Art. 
30, R. D.; Note 2, Art 28, R. D.) 

Article SI, 

Any person, whether prospecting or not, proposing to explore and 
examine lands, and undert^ing more extensive and important works 
than that of prospecting, (3) e. g. — 
(a) Sinking shafts, 
(6) Running tunnels, or, 
(c) Clearing the ground, 
shall present a petition to the governor or alcalde requesting permission 
for the investigation of vacant lands. Any person, whether prospecting 
or not, desiring to register one or more claims upon vacant lands, shall 
present to the governor or alcalde a petition for registry; 

(a) The petition must state whether or not the mineral to be 

developed has heen discovered or not. 
(&) The petition must be accompanied with a description of the 
claim. 
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(c) Twenty days given to present to the governor or alcalde tlie 

certificate of the "gobernadorcillo" proving that he has si?t 

perceptible marks around all the space comprehended in 

the area he proposes to investigate or register. (1) 

The party soHciting investigation, whether an individual or company, 

may designate {see Art 17) at most two claims for each area to he 

mvestigated if there he vauant land. {See Art. 22 for continuance of 

procedure ) 

Note 1 — The tnentj daji shall begin to run from the date whereon ttie peti- 
tioning prospector or registering party has obtained permiBsion to eommtnee 
operations Tl js sball also apply in tlie cases mentioned in Art. 39, Reg. (Ait. 
30 Eeg) 

VoTF 2 — Petitions i r prospecting and registering shall he marie out in the 
form of Model No 2 Ihe description can be entered in the same petition or in 
a sepurate writing but tie two documents shall be indispensably presented 
simultaneouBlj and no petition shall be admissible without said description a.-j 
stated herein (Art 31 Eej, see Note 1, Art. 2-2, R. D.) 

Note ^ — Prospectors and registering parties shall describe Jhe solicited clain;s 
and state dearly and m detail the point «henee the work has been commenced oi 
IS to commence and starting from said point in lelation to the peiimeter of tht 
ground clain ed tlev shall determine the boundary lines with all precision bi 
indicating determined M^itle certain and knoivn places in reference whereto 
they shall give m meters the longitude and latitude of the claims in order that 
the rectangle or flguie to be had by aaid claims ma^ result evict ml b\ maikmg 
the points of the compass with leferenie to the siid boundary lines and to t' e 
direction wherein the claims are to be traced and tor this purpose the loiigit\Lde 
and latitude shall also be giien in meters 

When the examination made bv the engineer showb that neither the points of 
reference nor the boundarj lines correspond with those mentioned in the destrip 
tion or that the latter aie not boundaries or are distant from the starting point 
of the work double the space designited in the petition oi respeetiie written doeu 
ment the ground claimed siiall be considered aa distinct from that examined by 
the engineers, and by decree of the governor or alcalde the description shall remain 
without effect and the proceedings closed. The resolution of said authorities may 
be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor, but there shall lie no recourse 
against the latter's decision. (Art. 32, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Article 22, for proceedings to be taken when petitions are filed and 
descriptions of books of record lequired to be kept and other details (covered by 
Arts. 33 to 38, Reg., both inclusive). 

Note i. — ^See Note 2, Art. 28, K, D., for [imitation on claims in case an inves. 
tigation is desired to be changed into a registiy. 

Note 5. — Proceedings for denouncement may be prosecuted by the inteiestcd 
parties themselves, or by their representatives. If by representative, a legal 
power of attorney must be presented and attached to the record. Residence in 
the capital or head of the province in which the proceedings are instituted is 
required of the interested party or his representative, and the administration will 
treat with him in regard to all the formalities which must be observed and 
notices which must be served. 

When, for any reason, these parties are absent from the capital or head of the 
province, or do not reside in the same, notices shall be served by publication in 
an official periodical or list of announcements (posting) and copy of the peri- 
odical containing the notice attached to the record of proceedings shall have the 
same legal effect as personal notice. (Art. 48, Reg.) 
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See alsf Note 2 \rt !1 R D as to demarcation proceedinga &ee aKo Par 2 
Note 2, G P Reg 

Note 6 — By a regulation numleied Aiticle ^0 tit limititionB provided by 
Art, IT, R D and bv ^,rt 16 R B irc extended the autl orit^ for which i^ 
found in. the last clauife of Art 16 R D relating to groups of mine'5 (Coto dp 
niinaa) ; five conditions lie attached to this privilege and are clearlv defined 
These five condition? cover both iniestigntions and regiatiationi 

(1) The gioup niu^t lontain at leiat _0 and not nioie than 60 olim s Rich 
claim to CTmtain the aiea belonf;ing to them aceoidmg to the kind of mmenl 

1*2) The topognphieal gi onn I pHn properli dnwn bi an engineer on a s ak 
of 1 to 10 000 must accompanv each petition upon which after filing a point 
of ilepniture ^hall he separately shown each claim connected according to con 
venience, a report shall also accompany the ■same in iihich ^hail be set fot' 
under the scientific and industriil point of \iew the propriety and idiantigt-, tf 
granting the group requested 

(3) Twenty fi\e escudc for each cliim foimmg the collection must be depoa 
ited upon presentition of the petition 

(4) The same formalities for the ini eitigation of t rollection of mine'; oi foi 
the registntion of a collection of mines shill be followed without fuither dif 
ference than performing the Icgil liboi in four points of the collection diitTnt 
from each other 400 meteis at leiit in minis rcferied to in Par 1 Art 13 R D 
and 80O meters in thcie mentioned m Par 2 Ait 13 R. D 

(5) All othei tule^ condition* and guaranties e-.tabli»il ed in tl e Rova) De lec 
and the Regulations for proceedings tor imestigition an! registiation nic i Ic 
respectively applnable to these lattei pioceedings and to then examinition and 
determination ( -irt 50 Reg ) 

Note 7 — See Appendix B pige 91 for a circular of instruction, issiift in 
August, 1876 bi the Director Cenernl of Cnil Uminibtiation to 1 ipfs < f p i 
inees in which the mam proceedings of denouncements are gnen See also 
Appendix B page 93 for similar tirculai of SeptemI er 20 1893 

VlTICLF ~'^ 
[C ntimnice f pr eluie fron \i i le '1] 
The governor or alcalde shall, at once, order tlie filing ot one or the 
other petition, saving a beiter right. 
Then— 

(a) Petition shall be numbered; 

(6) Day and hour of presentation noted in stub books kept sepa- 
rately for itwestigation or registry; 

(c) Eecord signed by interested party; and 

(d) Keceipt given him, signed by secretary, showing number in 

order of the petition. 

See Article 33 for continuance of procedure. 

Note 1,-— At the time of filing a petition for prospecting or registration a note 
shall be entered on said petition over the full signature of the secretary of the 
governor or alcalde, stating the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the 
filing, the whole written out in letters, as also that the deposit of 75 eseudos pro- 
vided for under Art. 84, Reg., has been duly made. This note shall also 
state that the description is made on a separate writing, it such be the ease, 
and in said case another note shall be entereil in writing over the signature of 
the secretary, establishing the simultaneous filing required by Article 31 of these 
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Regulations. (See Note 2, Art. 21, R. D.) Immediately after the stated 
formalitieB the governor or alcalde shall decree the admission of the petition 
in compliance with the provisions of the above article (Art. 22, R. D.). The 
eonspcutive numbers for the petitions referred to in the last- mentioned article 
ahall be written out in letters and without any erasures or corrections. (Art, 33. 
Reg.; see also Art. 35. Reg., bein;; part of this note.) 

Two books shall be kept m the office of the goiernf r f ! il aide c'llled respect 
ively, ' Prospecting ' and Registration 

The two bofka shall be bound nith inieited diiplinte iiheFts all of nhich shill 
be scrolled by the governor ir alcalde so that his scroll miy appear invariably in 
the originll and in the duplicate and both the original and duplicate shall be 
equally numbered 

Each book shall ha\e a sepniate mdej. wherein shall be entered alphabeticallv 
the names of the BoliLited prospectmgs ir clams »ith leference to the pa;;e m 
the book nheie is entered the not* of the presentation of the petition 

In the Bool of Prospeettng shall be entered the petitions filed for tl e purpose 
of doing piospecting and also those referring to the general galleries of prospect 
ing, transportation and diainage In the HooL of ReQftrntton shall be entered 
the petitions for legistration for demasias for iros^^ md earth heaps foi 
mining groups the petitions for the exploitation of the substances referied to 
in Arts 4 and -> R D (poicelam pottery glass etc) those leferring ti the 
mineral products mentioned ir 4rt 6 E D (gold and tin bearing sands) nhcn 
the work is done in buildings and the petitions for prospecting 

In every one of the sheets of both book'! divided in two parts no other entries 
shall be made but those relating to a petition On the left side of said sheets the 
following items shall be entered clearly and with ili evutness to wit 

1. The name of the party in interest or (as the case niay be) that ol his rcpie- 
sentative. 

2. The object solicited. 

3. The fact whether the description be made in the same petition or separately. 

4. In letters the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the presen- 

5. Following this first entrj otheis shall be iiiaJe stating the main proceedings 
in the case until its conclusion 

These main proceedings (los tramitas pi iiicip^le» ) shall be understood to be — 

( 1 ) The admission of the petition 

(2) The publication of the destription 

(3) The prmission or refusal of prospecting and esploitius or of commencing 

(4) The notices to the effect that the peimisoion of the ownei of the ground 
has been asked. 

|5) The presentation of the certificate of making cf the mounis 

(6) Notice to the effect that the work requited by law the examination and 
staking out of the ground have been made 

(7) The filing of the record with the Superior Civil Governor 

(8) The concession or refusal in any of tie oscs stated in the Royal Decree 
and in the Regulations See also ( \) postea, this note 

In the part on the right the duplicate of the entry made m the part on the 
left shall be certified t« by the secretary who may have authenticated the memO' 
randa in the petition with the O K of the governoi or alcalde and the two 
parts shall be separated by cutting, m order to deliver one to the interested 
party as a receipt 

There must be no blank spa(ps left between memoranda nor shall erasures or 
amendments be made If an^ of the latter should be indispensable it shall be 
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by a supplementary note, visfti by the governor or alcalde, and signed by the 
secretary, if there be one. 

In order to secure uniforniity, the books shall be kept in Manila, and shall be 
sent by the Superior Civil Governor to the jjovernor or alcalde according as they 
need them. In making up these books, the Model No. 3 shall be followed. (Art. 
34, Eeg,; see also Art. 40, Reg., postea, of this note.) 

The number in order, whith, according to Art. 22, R. D.. and Art. 33, Reg., must 
appear upon petitions for registry or investigation, and those designated in Para- 
graphs 4 and 5, Art. .■54, lieg.. shall be the same aa shown in the respective record 
books. This is the niimber by which each record or proceeding shall be distin- 
guished, and is that which sliall be placed upon the file of each one, similar to 
Model No. 4. 

The numbering in the duplicate iHDoks shall not commence anew each year, nor 
upon filling one book and commencing another, but they must always be correla- 
tive without interruption of time or of books. (Ait. -15, Reg.) 

Not only must entry be made of the different petitions which are filed by the 
parties during the proceedings, but also — 

(A) (1) Remittance of the records to the enHineeis; 

(2) Their return; 

(3) The presentation of ground plans and stamped paper by the parties; and 

(4) All things tending to show the date lipon wliicli different formalities and 
requirements in regard to the proceeding took place. 

These memoranda should always be entered and signed by the secretaries upon 
the body of the paper and page and never on the margin of writings or documents. 
(Art. 36, Keg.) 

When a record of proceedings for the denouncement of an overplus is com- 
menced it shall be made to appear by official nnmiorandum that the surrounding 
mines have been already conceded by the State. (Art, 37, Reg.) 

If a proceeding for registry or investigation be atill in course of determination 
and a widening or increase is petitioned for. care thould be taken not to form a 
new proceeding, but the petition shall be attached to the original proceedings, 
which shall thereafter be subject to the formalities required by the petition for 
widening or increasing until the same shall be determined and closed in a single 
record. 

The new expense will accompany such petitions, but the whole shall be made tip 
as belonging to the original proceedings and form but one record, (Art, 3a, Reg.) 

It is obligatory to keep only the two duplicate books specified in Art, 34, Reg., 
but this shall not prevent the governor or alcalde from keeping such other books 
as they may deem conducive to the best order and convenience of the office. The 
provisions of said article in. respect to making memorandum of the principal for- 
malities, which are to be made in the two duplicate books, must be scrupulously 
complied with, (Art. 40, Reg.) 

Note 2.— See Note 2, Art. 23, R, D„for regulation as to commencement of dates, 
etc., and duty of governor or alcalde in admitting petitions. (Art. 42, Eeg. ) 

Note 3. — Original documents, and never copies more or less authenticated, shall 
form the record of proceedings for denouncement of mi nes. 

To this end original documents shall accompany all petitions, requests, appeals, 
orders, reports, notices, and memoranda which are entered in relation to the 
proceedings, and they shall follow in regular order, showing the examination and 
determination of the business clearly and correlntively. 

Paging shall be by leaves, scrolled by the secretary, if there be one, and by the 
governor or alcalde in the absence of a secretary. Marginal notes strictly forbid- 
den, and the entry of a later date or prior date to the other which may have pre- 
ceded it. 



,,Google 



SV ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

Blank spaces sball be canceled as they occur. Only in case the decision in a pro- 
ceeding for denouDcemeiit affects others in opposition sliall a certified copy be 
referred to tiie persons alTected, which copy shall be vised by the respeetivp author- 
ity. [Art. 46, Reg.; see Note 6, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — Whenever a proceeding temimates with the decision of the governor 
or alcalde, or must be remitted to the Superior Civil Governor for his decision, 
there must be noted at the end by the secretary (or, in his ahsencc. by the gov- 
ernor or alcalde) the number of folios it contains, with the blank spaces canceled, 
and any other matters proper in each case; such memorandum being written out 
in full and no figures used. (Art. 47, Reg.) 

Note 5. — See Appendix B, page 91. for a circular of instructions issued on 
August 26, 1876, by the Director-General of Ciiril Administration to chiefs of prov- 
inces in which the "main proceedinga'' of denouncements are given. See also 
Appendix B, page 93, for similar circular of September 20, 1893. 

Note 6. — Pending the issuance of regular books of investigation and registry, 
governors or alcaldes were required to provide themselves with books in which 
they shall enter the proceedings required by Art. 34 (Note 1, Art, 22), Reg., and 
by this article. (Appendix B, p. 92.) 

Note 7. — On May 4, 1898, the Director- General of Civil Administration approved 
a suggestion and recommendation of the Mining Bureau that parties be allowed to 
file in the Bureau direct and without fees in order to preserve priority of right, 
while the city of Manila was in siege by reason of the blockade of the fleet of 
Admiral Dewey and the insurrection about the city of natives. This provision is 
noted here to complete the record, not because of its validity; the compiler enter- 
tains no question that this was both fraudulent and invalid and all action there- 
under without avail. On November 6, 1898, in the same way demarcation was 
attempted to be postponed indefinitely. (Appendix C, p. 107.) 

Note 8.— The admission of petitions for registry and investigation of mines on 
the banks of the River Pandan from its source to its mouth suspended for eight 
months by decree of the Governor-General of March 16, 1894. This suspension 
made permanent by decree of the Governor -General of September 21, 1894. (Ap- 
pendix 0, p. 114.) 

Article 23. 
[Continuance of procedure from Article 22.] 
The authority (governor or alcalde) shall order — 

(a) That the petition (for investigation or registry) be published 
in the announcements of the Official Gazette of the province 
within three days ; 
(h) That it be sent to the alcalde or inferior authority to be posted 
as notices. 
See Article 24 for continuance of procedure. 

Note !. — While it is not necessary that the notices and other matters aboie 
referred to be attached to the record of proceedings, it must be shown bv an entry 
that the same have been exposed to the public for the time and m the form and 
manner required by the Royal Decree. Likewise there must be entered a memoian 
dum of any announcements or notifications made through the official periodicals 
without prejudice to attaching them to the record of proceedings (Art 39, Reg ) 
Note 2.— In cases referred to in Art. 20, Reg. (Note i, Art. 20, R. D.), the 
periods fixed by Arts. 2.^, above, and 24, postea, R. D,, for publishing investigation 
or registry, or for presenting opposition, shall count from the date upon which 
permission was obtained to commence the work from the owner of the land or 
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from the governor 1 Id fh g or alcalde can not proceed in auch 

cases to order the d f th p t t in the form and meinner prescribed 

by Art. 22, R. D., b f th p rm i the owner has been obtained, or the 

same has been offio Ily g ted eo d g t Art. 29, Reg.; but the unchangeable 
periods of which said R gul t t t h g passed, the governor or alcalde shall 
order the admissio wltl t f th d 1 r postponement, complying with all 
matters prescribed in the Royal Decree concerning the initial formalities and legal 
steps of the proceedings. (Art. 42, Reg.; see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) 

Note 3. — Residence within the jurisdiction of the interested party or his repre- 
sentative provided for in order to facilitate service of notices. (Art. 48, Reg.; 
see also Note 5, Art. 21, R. D. ; Note 2, Art. 31, R. D., in proceedings for demarca- 
tions; Note 2, Par. 2, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — See circular aa to notice of registry of petition and publication within 
three days. (Appendix B, p. 92.) 

Article 34. 
[Continuance of procedure from Article 23.] 
(a) Sixty days given, after the publication of such annouiieements, 
to those who believe they have a right to all or a part of the 
lands petitioned for, for presentation of claims to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde. 
(6) So adverse claims can be filed after sixty days. 

(c) Adverse claim immediately referred to the party soliciting 

investigation or registry. 

(d) Answer to be filed within twenty days. 

(e) Decision to be made within twenty days thereafter by the 

governor or alcalde, and taking the opinion of the mining 
engineer. (See also Arts. 25 and 26.) 
Note l.^See Note 2, Art. 23, R. D., for rule when time c- 



Article 25. 
I'ermission to investigate shall be granted by the governor or alcalde. 
To this effect he shall — 

(a) Direct a mining engineer to examine, approve, and. where 

proper, rectify the description ; 

(b) Upon the engineer's report, and on considiTatioii of the oppo- 

sition, 

(c) Decision shall be given within five months aftor presentation 

of the petition. 
Note 1, — This period shall be comprised within tlic some terms es:presscd in 
the preceding article for cases therein comprehended. See Note 2, Art. 23, R. D, 
(Art. 43, Reg.; see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) 

Article 3G. 
Appeals are allowed to the Superior Civil Governor. Thirty days, 
after notice of the decision, given within which to interpose appeal b^' any 
interested party. If no appeal be interposed within said period, the per- 
mission of the governor or alcalde shall be finaL 
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Article 27. 
2 to investigate extends for a periocl of two years. 

Before permission is granted, the investigator may perform Ugal labor 
designated in case of registry. (See Art. 28.) (1) 

After permission is granted, the provisions of Article 50 shall 
apply. (8) 

Note 1. — Legal labor, 10 meters ivithin four months. 

Note 2. — Legal labor, 183 days each year with four operatives. 

Note 3. — The permission to investigate which governors or alcaldes may grant 
shall be for the period of two years, provided that during this time the interested 
parties comply with the conditions imposed by the same and fulfill all the 
required formalities. 

If upon the termination of said period the work of investigation has been 
pushed to a great depth, the Superior Civil Governor, in view of reports from the 
engineer and the governor or alcalde, may extend the permission to two years 
more, provided the investigators request the same before the expiration of the 
former period. 

Permission granted for investigation shall also serve as authority for dispos- 
ing of the minerals. 

At any time that minerals may be discovered, and the legal labor may be per- 
formed, according to the provisions of Arts. 30 and H5, R. D., the investigators 
may request the demarcation and concession, the proceedings being carried out 
in the same form and manner as those for registry. (Art. 44, Heg.) 

Article 28. 
Every person registering a claim shall, within four months from the 
date of presentation of petition for registry, furnish legal labor for 10 
meters: (1) 

(a) In depth as a shaft, 
(6) In length as a tunnel, or 
(c) Clearing or ditching. 
But he may change the registry into an investigation before or after 
completing the legal labor. Proceedings in such change under Article 25. 
Note 1. — 32.8 feet. 

Note 2. — When the petition for investigation or registry may liave been admit- 
ted on the day of presentation, the four months for furnishing legal labor of 10 
meters shall be counted as above stated: but in eases treated of In Arts. 29 (Note 
4, Art. 20, K. D.), 42 (Note 2, Alt. 23. R. D.), and 43 (Note 1, Art, 2S, R. D.), 
Eeg., it shall be counted from the day following notice of the order of admission 
of the petition issued by the governor or alcalde. Before the expiration of said 
period, the interested parties shall deliver in the office of the governor or alcalde, 
respectively, a writing in which they shall report that they have furnished the 
said labor and the form and manner in wiiieli it was done. 

The presentation of thh report shall be noted in the proper book, and a receipt 
shall be given, visfid by the governor or alcalde and signed by the secretary, where 
there be such. 

In case the person proposing to register desires to convert the registration into 
an investigation, according to the right granted by the above article, if the reg- 
istration embraces more than two claims and it is desired to hold them all for 
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investigation, there sliall be presented, separately, at the time of requesting the 
conversion, as many petitions as may be necegsai?, so that each area for investiga- 
tion may not include more than two daima in conformity ivith tlie pi'ovisions of 
Arts 17 and 21 R D | irt 4a Reg ) 

See Note 2 4rt 30 for evtension of this provision to requests for demarca- 

NoTE 3 — Legal labi r shall alua^s be done at the back of the lode, vein, or out- 
cropping discoicied in the regular ore depositi and in the irregular deposits as 
is most convenient, according to the foim 

The object of this provision is that the legal labor may sliow the existence of 
the mineral ex.ploitatioD of nhich is proposed (Art. 49, Reg.) 

IsoTE 4 — See ciiculara of the Directoi Genernl of Civil Administration for 
instruction on completion of legal labor etc and presenting petition for demarca- 
tion with specimens of minerals within four months; as provided in Arts. 2S and 
30, E. D., and Arts. 45 (Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) and 52 (Note 2, Art. 30, K. D.) 
of the Regulations. (Appendix B, p. 92.} 
M L 3 
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DEMARCATION AND GRANTS OF OWNERSHIP. 



Article 29. 

No demarcation shall be made unless there appears to have been discov- 
ered some mineral comprehended in Articles 1, fi, and 7. 

The engineer shall judge of this. 

If in laying out the same the interested parties desire to include landed 
properties such as are mentioned in Article 10, permission may be 
obtained from the governor or alcalde in default of the consent of the 
owner. 

Note 1. — In order to comprise in the demarcation landed properties compre- 
hended in the case mentioned in Art. 10, R. D. (relating to prospecting in gardens, 
cane fields, etc.), permission of the owner of the same must be requested, and if 
after two months he refuses the same and remains silent, the governor or alcalde 
shall authorize the demarcation, in the form and manner petitioned for, a guar- 
anty and indemnification having been previously given within the periods pre- 
scribed by Art. 11, R. D. (providing for indemnity and security) , and iArts. 5 (see 
Note 2, Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (see Note 8, Art, 5, R. D.), and 17 (see Note 3, Art 8, 
E. D.),Reg. 

The request for permission presented to the owner shall be reported to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde following the form and observing the formalities set forth in Art. 
15, Reg. (See Note 3, Art. 9), and Art. 29, Reg. (see Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.). 
(Art. 51, Keg.) 

Article 30. 
Within four months after the presentation and admission of a registry 
the person registering may — 

(a) Request the demarcation of his claim or claims, 

(i) Exhibiting samples of the mineral found. (Except in case of 
re-registering an expired claim.) 
Whenever an investigator iinds sufficient mineral he shall— 
■(a) Exhibit samples and 

(b) Request demarcation. (1) and (3) 

Note 1. — See Note 3, Art. 27, E. D., as to requesting demarcation and eon- 

NoTE 2.— The period of four months fixed by the above article, within which 
the person proposing to register a mine shall request its demarcation, shall be 
computed in the manner established by Art. 45, Reg. (see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.), 
which treats of the legal labor. 
34 
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If the person proposing to register permits the period of tour montlis to pass 
without requesting the demarcation, the proceedings shall become void and be 
closed according to the provisions of Case 5, Art. 65, R. D. (See also Note 3, 

Art. 27, R. D.| 

Governors or alcaldes eball take care that the requests, in which interested 
parties make demand for demarcation of their registry, shall not be refused admis- 
sion at any time within tlie period of foui' months, and being accepted and 
admitted as soon as presented, it shall take the course immediately, without any 
excuse, prescribed in Art. 31, K. D. (Art. S2, Keg.l 

Note 3. — See Note 1, Art. 35, aa to duty of prospectors to present petition 
requesting demarcation when mineral is discovered. 

Note 4. — See two circulars of the Director- General of Civil Administration for 
instructions on completion of legal labor, etc., and presenting petition for demar- 
cation with specimens of minerals within four months, as provided in Arts. 28 
and 30, R. D., and Arts. 45 (Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.) and 52 (Not« 2, Art. 30, 
R. D.) of the Kegulationi. (Appendix B, pp. 91 and 93.) 

Article 31. 
Then the governor or alcalde shall direct the engineer — 
(a) To make an examination, and, 

{b) Where proper, demarcations in the order determined ijy the 
Regulations. 
This shall be completed — 

(a) Within six months, or 

(h) Within eight months, if serious difficulties ehatl occur; au- 
thority to extend is with the governor or alcalde and must 
be noted in records. 
Notice of the time of demarcation and examination shall be given by 
the engineer within twenty days — 

(a) To the party soliciting investigation or registration ; 

(b) To the owners of adjoining mines ; and 

(c) By announcement in the olfieial periodical of the capital of 

the province. (3) 

Note I.— See Note 2, Art. 30, K. D., for duty of governor or alcalde to make 
immediate reference to engineers of requests for demarcation niade within the 
proper period. 

Note 2.— Governors or alcaldes shall direct that the notices mentioned in this 
article of the Royal Decree shall be served in the capital of the province if the 
owners or petitioners for mines, investigations, registries, galleries, dross and 
earth heaps bordering upon the demarcation abo\it to be made, or the persona 
who legitimately represent them, reside therein. 

The originals of all these notices shall be attached to the record of proceedings. 

If any of the persons mentioned are absent, in place of personal notification, 
notices shall be published in the official periodical or list of announcements of 
the capital of the province, subject to the provisions of Art. 48 (Note 3, Art. 23, 
R. D., and Note 6, Art. 21, R. D.) and of No. 1, G. P. Reg. (see Note 1, Gen. 
Reg. Royal Decree). 

In addition to the personal notice, the demarcations shall always be previously 
announced as provided in subdivision (c) of the above article, ami in order that 
said announcements may be made as early as possible, the engineers shall 
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promptly remit to the governors or alealdea the corresponding reports, clearly 
expressing in the same tlie days upon which the demarcations were made, and 
designating the days for each mine or group of claims bordering on or near it. 

If ownerEs of bordering mines, registries, or other works, including those of 
investigation, are not present at the time of demarcation, or their representatives 
are not there in their stead, the engineers shall require the mine bosses or those 
in charge of thu work of ail the said works, mines, or registries to be present, if 
such persons be upon the ground, and this oi reams tance, the requirement to 
be present, and the absence or presence of the owners or representatives of the 
bordering mines, and of that about to be laid out. shall be clearly set forth in 
the record made of the demarcation. 

If the owners or interested parties uho tiiay have been notifleil in the capital 
of the province, or who. being absent, shall be considered as having knowledge 
of the fact through the publication in the periodical or list of announcements, are 
not present at the time of the demarcation, it shall be understood that they 
renounce their right to reclaim against the effects of the transaction, and the 
same shall be understood if, on account of the mine boHses or persons in charge 
of the works not presenting themselves, the lequirement mentioned in the above 
article is permitted to be carried into effect upon the ground. 

Jtfo further reeovrae shall be admitted against demarcations than the protests, 
observations, aitd claims made in the act of the eteamittation and the fining of. 
the stakes and the landmarks. (Art. 53. Reg.) 

Note 3. — See Note 10, Art. 32, E. D., for regulation requiring the return of 
reports and plans ot demarcation by engineers within six and eight months. 

Note 4. — The proceedings and details of field labor and reports for engineers 
conducting demarcations is contained in Notes 1 to 12, both inclusive. Art. 
32, R. D. 

Article 39, 
If it appear — 

(a) That the "legal labor" has been furnished; 
(&) That the land is vacant; (1) 
(c) That mineral has been discovered (see Art. 29) ; 
the engineer shall at once — 

(a) Lay out the claim or claims; (2) 

(b) Collect samples of the mineral ; 

(c) Fix points where landmarks are to be set. (Landmarks must 

be firm, durable, and easily perceptible.) 
The engineer shall rectify the description — 

(a) If he finds the description defective or badly made, 

(6) By reason of inexact measures or superposition of claims 

with a better right, 
(c) Provided the land is vacant. 
Note 1. — Engineers shall make no demareations, first, if there be no vacant 
ground; second, if the work required under the Saw has not been made; third, 
or it there be no pioof of the existence of the ore. In these cases the record shall 
be returned to the governor or alcalde of the province with the memorandum on 
the same record stating the causes for the return of said record. (Art. 54, Reg.) 
Note 2. — For the purpose of making the demarcations, the order to be fol- 
lowed out shall be that of priority of presentation of the petitions, provided 
always that the mines in question are all located in the same district. The only 
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adn sb ble x ept on to tl r ^.or b rule 1 11 be tl e cane where the 1 ^tan e 
and tl e i olat o of tl e nes remuves all fear of aus ng prej d ce (Art sS 
Eeg) 

Note 3 — The descript o preaentel w th the pet t on an not be altered by tl e 
party in nte eat e tl after an d ie c pt o h been p bli bed or at t! e t e 
of the exai nat on and dei a eation of tl e ground 

Excepted fro u the r le just stated are the eases referred to n tl e ae nd 
per od of the abo e irtiele ( vheie 11 ere s ac nt land) In theae casea if the 
eng neers do not agree w th the p rt es in ntere t the work hall be done in 
accordance th tl e dec s on of the fo n er and tl e latter shall ha e the pr vilege 
of a reeo r e to tl e go ernor o lenlde for p oper dec on 

If this recourse be not nte posed thro „h the engineers and w tb n tl e term 
of t o davs for tl e purpo>ie thit the eng neers n ay rej t upon tl e co tenta of 
su h recourse and del ver the san e to the gover or or al aide tl e demareac on 
si ail be cons dere I as aci^i te 1 I ^rt b 1 eg ) 

■Vote 4 — In making the de narcat one tl e eng neera shall trv to locate then 
in 3u h manner is to a o d as mu h as possible (but w thout prejud ce to the 
exploitat on) vacant spa es or strips 1 et een the claims For th s purpose and 
pro ided al av tl at tl ere 1 e no | rejud e to a tl rd part the e g cers may 
depart fron the descript n n ade I y tl e party n ntere t v th or v thout b s 
approval In cdse of d sappro a) reco rse shall lie to the go ernor or alcalde 
as pio ided i A t 56 Teg INote 3 antei) (Art j Reg ) 

Note 5 — De rcitions I all be nade bj the eng nee alone tl o t the 
assistance of a cle k 

The work of den arcat on ol all be d ne n tl e prese ee of tne es, the pa t e« 
n interest or tl e r representat ea and the o ners or n anage s of the n nes 
and of the cont gious m ning works (see Note ' Art 31 R D ) and the cor 
re I ond ng reeo d of sa d demarcat on shall be draivn up by the engineer w th all 
clea ness and detail without on tt ng any c re n atan e that ay g e a f 11 
idea of the gro nd of tl e bear ngs of the n ne of the bo ndary mounds and 
relation of sad n ne to the fixei and certa n pouts of the place where 
aa d n ne s located of tl e nature of the ore of the s n ilanty or dis 
a n laritv of sa d o e to t! e presented samples of the strata th ckness and all 
other ond t o a of the o e depos t and of the protests obje t o s and re n rks 
oftered bj the part es called to be present at the demarcat on These part es 
shall forfe t all r ght to be hea d afterwards f they fa 1 to attend t a id 
denareaton (See Note 2 Art 31 R D) 

The re ord referred to as abo e si all be signed by the eng neer and all tl oae 
present vho can wr te ( \rt 58 Reg ) 

^OTE 6 —For e ery den arcation engineers shall n ake two topographic plans 
traced on trac ng paper and eacl accon pan ed w th a due explanat on written 
on the same sheet here the draw ng traced and n a g n being left to s to 
atta 1 U en to tl e eco d 

The scale of the plan shall be 1 to 5,000, with the reserved right of the Govern- 
ment to order a different scale, either greater or smaller. 

For mines mentioned in the second period of Art, 13, R. D. (viz, iron, coal, etc., 
500 by 300 meters in size), and for coliections of mines (Goto de minas), the 5cale 
ahall be 1 to 10 000 to be increased in accordance Kith the general scale when 
several of the claims of that class muat appear on the plan*" of demarcation of 
ordinary claims and in an analogous but inverse case the icale of said ordinary 
claims shall be reduced to maintain it proportionate with that of 1 to 10,000. 

The plana driwTi with care and ileanliness and with a varieti of tints for bet- 
ter clearness shall show the eMiit location of the prospectings registries, mining 
works and contiguous mines with the mouths or points of departure if possible. 
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The provisions of the rules contained in the Royal Decree of February 25, 1863, 
shall be observed by tbe engineer in all that concerns the drawing of plans, with 
a view to uniformity of expert proceedings. |Art. 59, Reg.| 

Note 7. — Art 60, Reg., refers to prospectors who have uncovered mineral, etc. 
(See Note 1. Art. 35, E. D.) 

Note 8.- — Engineers shall strictly adhere to the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and Regulations as to the manner of making the demarnations, drawing up the 
minutes of demarcations, drawing the plans, and shall take greatest care in 
making their examinations in all professional operations without omitting any 
data, circumstance, or remark that may at any time aid in the better explanation 
of questions which may arise, in oi'der that tlie demaications, as well as the 
ground plans, may contain the basis and foundation of the rights of the parties 
and shall fix and guarantee their legitimacy, avoiding doubts, complaints, and 
claims. (Art. Bl, Reg.) 

Note a. — Like provisions for the demarcation of groups, collections, dross and 
earth heaps, and overpluses shall be followed hy the engineers. (Art, 02, Reg.) 
Note 10. — Mining engineers in charge of examinations and demarcations shall 
return the respective records to the governors or alcaldes within the periods fixed 
by Par. 2, Art. 31, R. D. (within six months, or within eight months if serious 
difficulties shall occur, * • » the governor or alcalde having the authority 
to extend the periodj. showing the formalities and operations practiced, includ- 
ing the ground plans, and expressing at the same time, in a separate report, the 
proper conditions which in addition to the general conditions of the Royal Decree 
and the Regulations should be imposed upon the persons requesting the conces- 
sion. (Art. 63, Reg.) 

Note 11.— Within a period of thirty days, counting from the day following 
that upon which the demarcation is made, the interested parties or their repre- 
sentatives shall deliver to the governors or alcaldes, in stamped paper, the 
amount of 15 escudos for each complete or incomplete mining claim which may 
be the object of the proceeding. An equal amount shall be paid for each overplus 
and dross or earth heap claim. 

Tiiey shall also delii-er, within the same period, the amount neces-sary to fur- 
nish stamped paper upon which to draft title of ownership. 

The period of tliirty days shall count, always, from the date of the fir.st exam- 
ination upon which, at the same time, the demarcation was made, and it can 
not be understood as extended or suspended either because the engineer detains 
the record of the proceedings, or on account of corrections or modifications of 
the original demarcation, or on account of any other incidents which maj" alter 
the character of final formalities which generally the said operations must 
observe. (Art. 64, Reg.) 

Note 12. — The royal title of ownership of mines, overpluses, and droas and 
earth heaps shall conform to Model No. 5. One of the ground plans shall be 
separated from the record of proceedings and sliall accompany the title, and the 
seal of tbe Superior Civil Governor whall be placed upon the same. (Art. 65, 
Reg.) 

Note 13.— See circulars (August 26, lfi76, and September 20, 1893) for instruc- 
tions as to stamped paper as prOT-iJed in Article 64 (Note 11, Art. 32, R. D.) 
of the Regulations upon which to extend title. (Appendix B, pp. 91 and 93.) 
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demarcation and grants of ownership. 6^ 

Article 33. 
(o) The magnetic north and south line shall be used by the engi- 
neers in taking directions. 
(6) They shall determine the location of the mouth of the mine 
in respect to the legal work by fixed and perceptible objects 
on the ground, 
(c) Minora shall be obliged to preserve their landmarks in the 
beat condition. 

AiiTiCLE 34. 

In registered claims to he laid out, upon examination if it appear 

that no mineral has boon discovered (see Art. 29), the governor or alcalde 

shall declare the claim forfeited and the registry void, and the land 

vacated, 

Unless the person registering shall appeal — 

Before or Kithin eight days of the examination, 
soliciting pennission to investigate the same locality. In these cases the 
procedure will he iii accordance with Articles 25 and 28. 
Article 35. 
(a) Complete claims; 
(6) Incomplete claims ; 
(c) Overpluses; 

(rf) Groups or combinations of mines; 
( e ) General galleries ; 
(/) Earth heaps, and 
(g) Dross heaps 
shall he laid out, according to respective conditions, as provided in 
Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 43, and 47. 

The investigator who may have described two claims under Article 17 
and fourth clause of Article 21 may request demarcation of both or of one 
only in a petition which best suits him, within the description. The 
ground left over shall be vacant. (1) 

Note 1. — In order thst prospectors may obtain the demarcation referred to in 
the second sentence (last portion) of the above artiele, they must have uncovered 
sufficient ore to render possible the exploitation, and presented the proper peti- 
tion as provided for in second sentence ot Art. 30, R. D. (Art. 60, Reg.) 

Note 2,- — See Note 0, Art. 32, R. D., for rules in reference to demarcation of 
Classes (b), (c), (li), and (g) in above artiele. 

Note 3.— See Note 12, Art. 32, R. D., for model upon which royal titles are 
based for Classes (a), (b), (c), [d), (f], and (g) in above article. 

Article 36. 
Within forty days after the demarcation the governor or alcalde shall — 

(a) Remit the record of the case, 

(b) The opposition, and 

(c) His detailed report 

to the Superior Civil Governor (Govern or- General) (1), for his decision. 
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In ease of opposition the Superior Civil Governor shall hear — 
(fl) The Council of Administration and 
(b) The engineer on professional points (if neceseary). 
Note 1. — Tbis remittance is made tlirougii the Directoi-- General of Civil 
All mini strati on, and ttien to the Governor -General through that branch. 

AliTICLE ST. 
Title of ownership shall be issued to the concessionary by the Superior 
Civil Governor (under Spanish rule in the King's name). 
It shall contain — 

(a) The general conditions of this decree ; 

(b) The Regulations issued for its execution; 

ic) Special regulations required for the public convenience. 
If any conditions be resisted, no concession to any other individual or 
company shall be issued, except under the same conditions, unless the 
original concessionary renounce — 

(a) Voluntarily and 

(/)) In writing his preferred right. 

Article 38. 
Upon receipt of the title of ownership the governor or alcalde shall — 
(a) Immediately deliver it to the interested party ; 
(6) Commission the local authority to place the new owners in 
possession of the same within two months; 

(c) To be done in presence of the clerk. 

Article 39. 
Mining concessions endure for unlimited period, provided — 

(a) The miner complies with the provisions of this decree and 

(b) The special regulations contained in the title of ownership. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



GALLERIES FOR INVESTIGATION, DRAINAGE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION. 



Article 40. 
A person intending to open a tunnel or gallery in vacant ground must — 

(a) Request a concession for a group or combination of mines, 

under Article 16. 

(b) Whore the gallery crosses grounds occupied by mines already 

granted (either for investigation or for registry), 
the person pro]»osing the work must make agreements and stipulations 
previously with the interested parties. 

Note 1. — See Article 44 (or further conditions in crossing claims previously 
instituted. 

Note 2. — See Notes 2 et ^eq., Art. 41, for details of protedure, course and con- 
tents of petitions, notice tc adverse interests, condition of concession, and the 
process of possession. 

Article 41. 
The applicant proceeds as follows : 

(d) Presents petition to the governor or alcalde ; 
(h) With plans of the works projected, signed by a uiining engi- 
neer; 

(c) With copy of agreements made with miners at the time inter- 

ested in the lands ; { 1 ) 
Whereupon the authority — 

(a) Makes publication within three days in the official periodical 

of the province. 

(b) Sends notice to the alcalde or inferior authority to be posted 

as notices. 

(c) The proceedings provided by Article 23 being completed, re- 

mits the record to the Superior Civil Governor for decision. 
(See Art. 23, E. D., and notes.) 
Note 1. — The agreements epecified are declared to he "in order to obviate 
ulterior questions and for an equitahle arrangement as to product"; in default 
of such agreement, see Article 44 for rules governing the crossing and the dis- 
position of their products. 

Note 2. — Previous to the admission of a petition for the opening of a tunnel 
or galleries, when they propose to cross grounds occupied in whole or part by 
grunted or registered mines or mines in process of investigation, the agreements 

41 
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42 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

and atipuUtions apeoifted in tie al>i.\e artiele land in Ait 40 K D ) must be 
perfected and a trmseript m due form must aeeompanj sueh petition 

The petitiona for galleriea for investigation drainage or tran-iportation shall 
be drafted aci-urding to Model No ti and the plan which accompanies the petition 
ihall show the location of the proposed tbjeet of re^i trv ind the mines of other 
inteieated parties which as the cise may be the pian may cover (Art 66 Reg) 

Note 3 — When the concession of general galleries for investigation drainage 
and ti an sport at ion is pioposed ind at the time of publiHhing the description 
contained in the last half of the aboie article and within the periods fixed 
therein the governor or alcalde shall order thit the proper personal notices be 
served upon the interested parties and onners of the registered propeities or 
mines comprised mthin the spice to be traversed by the general gallery 

The notices shall be served upon attomejs ur repi esentatives of the interested 
parties or owners only if they be legally authorized thereto 

When notice must be serve 1 on account of the existence of previously legistered 
mines, before the governor or alcalde remits the proceedings to the Superior Civil 
Grovemor, the provisions respecting investigations and registries prescribed by 
Art. 24, R. D. (sixty days' notice to be given for the filing of protests and claims 
in opposition), and those prescribed by Art. 5 (see Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.), 
Art. 7 (see Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.f, Art. 15 (see Note 3, Art. 9, R. D.), Art. 29 
(see Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.), Art. 42 (see Note 2, Art. 23, K. D.), and Art. 43 
(see Note 1, Art. 25, R. D., and Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.| of these Regulations (and 
which articles relate to the methods of procedure and the course of petitions by 
reason of adverse interested parties arising from agricultural, mineral, or indus- 
trial conditons.) (Art. 67, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 3, ArtiiJe 44, for provision in reference to proceedings where 
no agreement can be niade^for the passing of a general gallery. 

Note 5. — The Superior Civil Governor shall grant permission to open galleries 
by superior decrees in which shall be set forth the technical conditions and other 
things proper to impose upon the interested parties according to cases. 

When a superior decree for the concession of a general gallery has been issued 
and receiveil. the governor or alcalde shall order that possession be given in the 
time and form prescribed by Art. 33, R. D. (two months). (Art. 71, Reg.) 

Ahticle 42. 
The applicant may be granted a reserve of claims designated by hijn 
from those free or vacant in the locality of his work, or near his drainage 
works. 

The^e rlaim'^ may flubsequently be entered — 
(o) For investigation or 
( h ) For rtgiatri 
iindtr the general provisions as the subterranem worl advances 
Note 1 — The iight to reject any such reserve claims is reseiveil 
"soTE 2 — The reservation of clainii for the person undertaking the constr ction 
of geneial galleiies as provided in the above aiticle slall be solicited by the 
person when he petitions for authoritj to undeitake the vvoik expressing the 
number of claims describing them and showing them on the ground plans 

No registry or investigation shall be permitted upon the grounds which the 
san ( ma> occupv according to the ground p) in ao long as the permission to 
carry on the work of the geniral (,allery re i ain^ in force and only when the 
subterranean work read es beyond the limit and the person constructing the 
gallery does not make the claims the object of registry or investigation The 
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engineers upon iiaiting the n mes of the district shall wake report to the goV' 
ernor or aloilde to the end that he may oider that within a period of thirty days 
the petaon or represeiitatue shall choose between instituting the proper prO' 
ceedinga for inieRtigation oi legistri or the declaring of the land as vacant and 
the renouncement of tl e claims ts not suitable. 

This declaration shall be made by the governor or alcalde when it ia proper, 
fifteen day* after ha\ing lecel^ed the answer of the person constructing the 
^iller^ and it shall be published in the otBcial periodical or circular of announce- 
ments of the capital of the proiinee 

If the person does not answer the notification of the governor or alcalde within 
the period of thirty days, it shall be understood that he renounces his riglits and 
the declaration shall he made without further rccovirse, after being appi-oved by 
the Superior Civil Goveinor. (Art. 68, Reg.) 

See Note 8, G. P. Reg., in reference to hindering or obstructing engineers. 

Article 43, 

Tlio line, or lines, of subterranean work in genera! galleries shall f ollow 
the course set forth in the concession. 

But the concessionari mai \ar\ the direction as the work, proceeds 
under like proceedings as thoic contained m the original conci ■^sion. 

Note 1. — This variation rendered nece^t-aiy by deflections of discovery of 
veins, becomes, for all purposes of a concession subject to the entire provisions 
ot the Royal Decree for the original concession 

Note 2. — For the purpose of chanKing the line or Imta fixed in the concession 
for general galleries, the proceedings instituted under the above article shall 
observe the same legal steps and contain the aame formalities as the original 
proceedings for securing the concession (ace !Notcs 2 and 3 Art 41, R. D.I. 
(Art. 69, Reg.) 

Article 44. 
Ali milling claims— 

(a) Shall be obliged to permit the passing of a genera! gallery ; 

{b) Respecting the props and safeguards of the gallery; 

(c) Remove no mineral which would leave walla with less than 

2 meters of thickness ; (1) 
((f) Price of drainage, ventilation, and extraction rendered by the 
owner of the gallery to the miner shall be arranged by mu- 
tual consent and agreement ; 

(e) In default of agreement, by appraisement of experts ap- 

pointed by both parties; . 

(f) Upon failure to agree, a third expert appointed by the gov- 

ernor or alcalde, by whom the circumstances of the case and 

expert opinion should be considered. 
On the other hand, the owner of the gallery — 

(a) Can take out only mineral found strictly in the line of the 

gallery ; 
(fc) Extraction shall be at his own cost; 
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(c) If under a claim already marked out, to be divided equally 
between the owner of the gallery and the owner of the laid- 
out mine. (3) 
Note 1.- — In place of walls for support of the gallery, the owner of the laid-out 
mine may prop the gallery in a regular manner at his own expense. 

Note 2. — This rule only applies where questionable points between interested 
parties liave not been decided or embraced in the private stipulations and agree- 

NoTE 3. — In ease of nonagieeroent of interested parties with the appraise- 
ment provided for in subdivisions (e) and (f) of the above article, the pro- 
visions set fortJi in Art. 5 (see Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.) and Art. 7 (see 
Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.) of the Regulations, as far as applicable, shall be observed. 
(Alt. 70, Reg.) 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



CONCESSIONS-EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 



Article 45. 
Earth heaps from mines 
And dross heaps from workshops 
Are the objects of concession, 
provided they be abandoned. 

Article 46. 
Proceedings by petition directed to the governor or alcalde, with 
description. 

Legal labor to be three shafts or tunnels in different points, of dimen- 
sions necessary to show the nature and circumstances of the deposits. 

The governor or alcalde then remits the proceedings with a report to 
the Superior Civil Governor for his decision. 

Note 1. — Time allowed in the preparaton of papers, together with the other 
periods of time, are the same as those estahlished for the registry of mining 
claims. See Article 47. (See Note 1, Art. 30, R. B.) 

Note 2. — ^Proceedings instituted for the purpose of obtaining eoneeasions for 
the working and development of earth and dross heaps shall follow the course 
prescribed by the Royal Decree and that which Chapters IV and V of the Regula- 
tions (Art. 29 tc 65, inclusive) established in regard to registry. (Art. 72, Reg.; 
see also Note 1, Art. 47, R. D.) 

Article 47. 

The form of demarcation, with descriptions upon this class of mineral, 

is that of a rectilinear polygon, in such form as the person interested may 



Superficial area is limited to double that of a claim, or shall be 300,000 
square meters for each person or company. 

The preparation of the papers in these cases and the taking possession 
of earth and dross heaps shall be carried out within the periods established 
for the registry of mining claims. (1) 

Note L— See Arts. 21 and 22, R. D., with notes thereto, and especially note 
to Art. 22, R. D. See also Note S, Art. 46, K. D. 

Article 48. 

The owner of the mine or works from which the earth or dross heap has 

accumulated shall have previous right over a stranger if he desires, but he 
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must manifest the same within a period of thirty days after the notifica- 
tion. 

Note 1 — Preference gnen b\ this article to the onner when, a stranger a^ka 
eoneeaaion to woik a mine within the demauation of the same ahall hold good 
la case of proposing to legister or of Authoiit> to investigate said property 

In both eases the goieinor or alcalde upon the presentation of the petition 
shall Older the proper notice to be served upon the concessionary of the earth 
or dross heap or upon hi8 i epresentati\ e 

If within the period of thiity days fixed by the Royal Decree an answer has 
not been presented to the governor or alcalde it shall be understood that he 
renounces his right of prefertnce 

If the dross or earth heap is not laid out at the time of the presenting of the 
petition for registry or inieatigation of a mine the said preference can not be 
claimed nor can those interested m the new proposition enjoy the ownership 
provided m 4rt 59 E D (which relates to the benefit of water found in the 
course of the work with restrictive limitations as to interference with the water 
supplv of other lested industiies or owners) 

All parties shall subject themseUes to the prosecution of the prtper proceed 
mgs for concession, without any right of preference, jtroviiled that upon working 
the said claims there be observed the rules of police and security already in force 
or which in the future may be ordered. (Art. 73, Beg.) 
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CHAPTER Vni. 



GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MINING INDUSTRY. 



Article 49. 
ners and iBvestigators of mines must— 
(a) Work mines by prescribed methods; (1) 
(6) Comply with security and police provisions. 
s punished by fine — 

(a) Not exceeding SOO escudos, first offense; 

(b) Not exceeding iOO escudos, second offense; also 

{c) Criminal proceedings in courts having jurisdiction of erimee 
committed. 
Other minerals found in mine, other than those for which concession is 
issued — 

ia) Shil! be reported to tht governor or ilcalde anl 
(b) B\ him to the isuptrior Civil Governor as data toi mining 
'•tati'itics 

N^OTE 1 — Miners shall perform their work according to the rules of the art 
and shall take cire that minea aie clean drained and uell \ei tilated 

AianciouH eii.ploitationa hy uhich in addition to failure to timber and secure 
the mine ulterior benefits are rendered impossible (i difiicult and lives of 
operatnes are endangeied shall be considers i as contrarv to the Koyal Decree 

The preseriation of stakes or landmiiks lixed in laving out claims ahill be 
obligatory upon miners a« well as the observance of the proiisions coneerrang 
police and sanitation a? concerning timbering and in addition to the regulations 
upon these suhjeets contained in the Pegulations rules presciibed bv engineers 
in particular cases and the orlers of local authorities issued upon professionxl 
reports esiclusneh concerning lealth shall be obligatorj (Art 4 Peg ) 

Note 2 — Governors dnd alcaldes upon examination and report of the proper 
engineer shall fi\ in each ease and at the instance of a p irtj the period within 
which Hater accumulated in the working of the mine sliall be haled or diained 
and particular exactness shall be maintained upon this point the shortest pos 
Bible period being fi\eA for the purpose of avoiding the utilizing of water by a 
mine at the expense or to the damage of another ( -irt 74 Eeg } 

Note 3 — For the purpose (f compliance with the matters stated in Notes 1 and 
2 antea and in order to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Royal 
Decree and Regulations t1 e owners of a mine or mines and concessionaries of 
galleries rights to investigate earth and dross heaps shall keep a book bound 
paged and scrolled on all its leaves by the petit governor of the jurisdiction 

This book shall have for a title Book ot visite of the mine etc situ 

ated in the district of Lpon the 6rst page a memorandum shall be 

entered bv tie petit governor jnd pitit diiector showing tie nuiiber of pages 
composing the book (For use of this book see Note 4 postea ) (Art 7o Reg ) 

Note 4 — The engineers at least once in eich tvso jears unlcsa the uigencj of 

4r 



V, Google 



48 \BSTR'irT OF MINIKCt l\ws 

the seriiee preienta ahiU make a, rounl of iiait^ to nines and mining worki 
and shall slow hy a niemoriudum in the book desciibed in tie pieceding note 
the at^te in which they find said mines and the defects they observe in the opeia 
tion of the same and thev shall set forth sneh rules as the> may deem pertinent 
as *ell concerning the methods nt operation as concerning police health and 
other matters necessar\ to tlie advancement of the industry and the legitimite 
benefit of tl e operators 

During these visits they shall also mike the repirts mentioned in Art 21 
(Note 5 \rt 13 E D f ind Art C8 (Note 2 4rt 42 R D ) of these Regulations 
( -irt -6 Reg ) 

See Par 3 G P Reg in refeienee to uliries of engineera and as istants in 
performing tlin labor 

Note t — The chief ot the dntrtet shall also keep a book paged and trolled 
111 which the Msits to the nines shall be entered 

In this book shall be entered the communications uhi h the engineers may 
remit t< him according to the result of each of the \ isit'> made and tl e rules or 
warning which they niav ha\e inscribed in tie book belonging to the mine and 
other mattert of this nature 

These provisions shall be no impediment to the fict that during the course of 
hia iisits in the district the engineers shall imnediately report to the governor 
or alcilde such grave offenses as could not have been avoided and which ought 
to be remedied or such is merit conection or p inishment m accordance with the 
provisions of the Roval Decree (Art 77 Reg) 

Note 6^8ee Decree of the Goveinoi Tieneral of Mircli 27 lb95 foi penilty 
to be attached to fiilure of miner to comply with this de ree which deals with 
Ihe iiscoverv of gold in place in concessions for placers See Note 1 Art oO 
( Appendix I. p 120 ] 

Veticlf 50 

Commencing with po--sesejon of — 

(a) Mining claims, 

(b) Earth heaps, 

(c) Dross heaps, 

by virtue of title or concession for investigation, formal work must be 
done for each year, viz — 

(a) One hundred and eighty-three days' time, in order that the 
properties may be considered as occupied or in operation; 
(&) There must be employed in each claim four operatives for 
one-half the year. 
Note 1. — See Decree of the Gosernor-General of March 27, 1885, for work to 
be done by miner when gold in place is discovered and worked in placer con- 
cession. (Appendix C, p. 120. | 

Article 51. 
Work equal to the provisions of Article 50 is required in tunnels and 
general galleries from time of taking possession. 

( a) Number of ordinary operatives shall he at least that of a min- 
ing claim ; but 
(6) Greater number if concession so requires. 
Note 1. — Such labor as must annually be performed upon each claim as a 
proof of its being occupied according to the Royal Decree shall be fixed by the 
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engineer in each particular case taking into tonaideration the nxture of the 
ground ■ind all other a ciciental matters which niaj appear in each mine (Art 
78 Peg ) 

Article 53 
In computing "legal labor ' for tht purpn&es of occupation it i^ not 
necessin thtt the work he di''tnbuttd over the clainii 

{a) Tht operatnc* ma\ be toUfcted at one point if it bi. be'-t for 

the mterestb of the enterprise 
{b) Tht meLhanical force unplo}ed "hall be counted with the 
oporati\ es 
Note 1 — -Ihe collection of laborers anthoiizad b\ thia aitiile maj take piaee 
Bithout specnl permieaion ulien the work la done upon different claims gianted 
in one mining eoncesoion obtained in •jecordtnce with the pioviaions of Arts 
16 and 17 R D nhioh provide for the ohtaining of groups of minea or territory 
upon \aeant land by a compiny or indiMdual 

When it H necessar> to make inch collection upon cliims granted in distinct 
raining concessions the permission of the Superior Cml Governor must pre 
viouslj be obtained This permission shall be granted only when mines obtained 
by diffeient toncessions are adjacent In order to obtain this permission the 
interetteJ parties must present a petition to the governor or alcalde accompanied 
by a ground plan m which is shown the location of the mines upon which such 
collection of laborers is desired These authorities shall hear the mining engineer 
concerning the matter and shall remit the petition the ground plan ind all other 
data with a report to the Suj erior tin! Go\eriior for such decision as he mav 
deem pioper (Art 7S Rett ) 

Article 53. 
As a test that a mining concession has been occupied, the Regulations 
shall set forth the minimum amount of work on the claim that must be 
done upon the same according to its conditions and circumstances. 

Ijcgal labor may be reduced when the difficulty of working the mine, 
etc., or disposing of the products justify it — 

(a) To one-half, for a period of two years ; 
(6) By the Superior Civil Governor; 

(c) Because of difficulty in working or utilizing the products. 
Note I.— The concentration (see Note 1, Art. 52, R, D.) or reduction of opera- 
tives pertains only to mining claims already granted, provided proceedings of 
thia kind are instituted, and it is also shown in proper form that the mining 
claims requesting the concentration or reduction of laborers have been already 
granted. (Art, 78, Reg.) 

Article 54. 
Legal labor may be commenced in advance, if the parties desire, while 
papers are in the course of preparation, but — 

If opposition is presented all work shall be suspended unless a guaranty 
be offered to — 

(a) The satisfaction of the governor or alcalde, or 

(b) The Superior Civil Governor on appeal. 
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Article 55. 
Obligations of miners are — 

(fl) To aid ventilation of adjacent mines; 

(b) Permit subterranean passage of water to general drain; (!) 

(c) Consent to necessary transportation of others over the surface 

of claims ; 

(d) Indemnify for damages to other mines; (2) 

(e) The miner being declared legalh msolvtnt aiich damigt shall 

be held as wiUtulh caused 

IvoTE 1 — To lie airanged bj agreement or upon inleranity if prtper 
Note — This applies more espeeiallj to ivitei damage but it alio is extended 
to (oier all other species of damage and the general courts and la *s are made 
available and applicable for tl is as uell as other damages 

Note J^In addition to the geneial obligations in posed upon miners ly the 
Royal Deciee and these Kegilitiona the nineis shall be subiect to such par 
tieulnr obligations as in each special case n aj be leqnircd of them anl which 
may be expressed and set forth in the titles of ownersl ip ind mj a.uthority 
granted by superior deiree (Ait 80 Reg ) 

Article 5G. 
Privileges to miners are — 

A. Full enjoyment of the surface of their claims for — 

1. Warehouses, 

3. Workshops, 

3. Sluices, 

4. Offices, 

5. Deposits for slag or dross, 

6. Koads, and 

7. Other similar uses ; 
To he arranged — 

(a) Agreement with the owner as to surface used, and price to be 

paid ; or, 
(6) By condemnation on request to governor or alcalde, to take 

effect in two months, the indemnification established by 

Article 5 having been paid. 

B. Contiguous surface near the claim may be obtained — 

(a) If the engineer deem it necessary; 

(b) Upon condemnation proceedings ; 

(c) Without prejudice to acquired rights. 

C. Roads extended or opened beyond claims to be governed by general 
provisions of law. 

Note 1.— Royal order of August 24, 1897, prescribing right to use of timlier 
and establishing vegulationa. (Appendix C, p. 129.) 
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Article 57. 

Free alionation is allowed to miners — 

Except mineral products monopolized by the State, these to be gov- 
erned by special orders. 

Note 1. — The owners of mininfj claims producing products which the fiscal law 
declares is monopolized bythe State can not dispose ot the same without the inter- 
vention and under tlie conditions fixed by the Superior Civil Governor, (Art, 
79, Reg.) 

Article 58, 
Sale of products may be made only — 

(a) When the miner has obtained the title of ownership ; 
(6) When claim is laid out without opposition the governor or 
alcalde may authorize the sale of mineral ; 

1. Reporting action to Superior Civil Governor, and 

2. Declaring interested party subject to provisions of 

Articles 81, 82, 83, and 84. 
See Note 1, Art. 36, Royal Decree. 

Article 59. 

A. Dross and earth heaps contained in mining claims belong to the 
claim owner, unless before registry they have been registered or granted 
to others. 

B. Water found in mines, tunnels, etc., belongs to the miner, if 
required, and while keeping ownership. 

C. Water cut off (1) or changed In course used for town or irrigation 
must be restored to former bed — 

(a) Indemnify with civil damages, and 
(6) May be made criminally responsible. 
Note 1. — This provision is good whether the cut-off or change be aceomplished 
voluntarily or involuntarily. 

Note 2. — See Note 1, Article 48, for limitations touching concessionaries of 
earth and dross heaps. 

Article 60, 
Where are miners inhabitants? 

Of the pueblos within the limits of which their mines are situated, in 
regard to — 

(a) The use of water, 
{b) Forests, 

(c) Commons, 

(d) Pastures, 

(e) Other common benefits relative to the industry. 
But subject to the provincial ordinances. 

Miners having more than one hundred operatives may — 
(a) Establish cockpits and 
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(6) Meat markete, subject to taxation. 

(c) Import Chinese labor under regulations of August 5, 1850 

(Superior Civil Governor's Office), subject to capitation 

tax made on natives. 

. To Beeure this Chinese labor, which is the extension o.f a permission 

previously granted to farmers of the first class, the following conditions 

are necessary : 

1. Permission must be first obtained from the chief of the prov- 

ince where the mine is situated, setting forth the port of 
disembarkation and the number of laborers. 

2. The Chinese must reside near the mine and not in neighboring 

towns. 

3. Transfer of Chinese already living in the country shall be done 

by request of the chief of the province. 

4. The miners to pay the capitation tax by thirds in advance. 

5. Upon payment, to furnish lists of laborers (sworn to), with 

proof of increase or decrease. 

6. Chief of province to inspect any list at any time he desires, to 

correct lists and fix quotas and settling difficulties between 
operatives and laborers, and protect the laborers, if need be, 
from abuse. 

Note 1. — Miners and mining companies having previously observed the formali- 
ties establislied by the above article may introduce auoh Chinamen as they may 
need, provided the number does not exceed 400 for each mine or mining establish- 
ment. (Art. 81, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Miners must report to tlie authorities of tlie province the flight of 
Chinamen who abandon the mines, and the revenue office shall direct that visits 
be made to the mines whenei'er it is deemed necessarj- for the purpose of verifying 
the number of Chinese listed in the poll lists of each mine. In the ease of death 
of Chinese the miners sliall report to tlie same authority, with such formalities 
as mny be required. (Art. 82, Keg.) 

Note 3. — Persons under lawful age who may be introduced with Chinese miners 
shall pay no contribution until they arrive at the proper age tor such payment, 
and as to other matters, they shall be governed by the provisions common to other 
Chinamen. 

Women who may be introduced with Cliineae miners shall pay tlie same as 
natives. 

Children of Chinese miners who continue in the mining industries shall pay 
as natives and shall be kept within their respective poll lists, together with the 
use of clothing and othci' distinctions of their guild as long as they do not secure 
the express permission of the Superior Government. (Art. 33, Reg.) 

Article (il. 
Natives and mestizos (including women and children) who serve as 
laborers in mines, etc., where, within a radius of 3 leagues there is not a 
Christian population or town of more than 300 families — 

1. Have a reduction of one-half the obligation for persoDal serv- 
ices if they do the work personally, or one-third if remitted 
in cash — viz, 3 escudos every sis months, in advance. 
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2. Mining colonies of 250 families or more may declare themselves 

pueblos with municipal administration, 
(a) The chaplain to have parochial rights and be paid by the min- 
ing company if less than 500 families. 
(&) If more than 500 families, to be paid by the State. 

Article 62. 
Fees must be deposited with the governor or alcalde to cover official 
expenses eBtablished by regulation by parties registering or applying for 
investigation. 

Also at the irper time, jravment must be made for issuing title of 
avi nership 

Note I — Upon pretienting petitiona foi regi9trv "lietlier fnr a complete or qu 
incomplete oHim overplus for investigation for dross or earth heaps, for the 
working of the mineial products mentioned in Art 3 R. D and foi gold or tin 
healing sanis m lixed establishments the inteiested parties shall deliver the 
amount of 75 escudos ^o petition shall be accepted if the delnerv of the said 
amount to the goieinoi or alcalde is omitted \i to amounts evacted for groups 
of rhims the proiisions prescribed in Alt 10 Reg (Note 6 Ait 21, R. D.), 
shall be observed ( ^rt 84 Reg ) 

See Note 1 Art 22 R D for reference to the deposit aboie provided for in 
certain cases 

hOTB 2 — rhe amount reali;-ed from the <leli\erv of the 7-j escudos referred to 
in the preceding not* shall be deposited weekly by the governors or alealdea in 
the coffers of their respective administrations of the treasury, where they shall 
be held at the disposition and for the payment of the daily compensation of 
engineers and assistants. The surplus shall be returned to the interested parties. 

If the 75 escudos do not cover the expense of the proceedings on account of 
which tlie deposit is made, the interested parties or their representatives sliall 
pay whatever may be lacking within a period of fifteen days, counting from the 
day upon which they may he notified of the excess of expenses. 

The notifications, as well as the payment, shall be set forth in the proceedings 
with the formalities prescribed by Art. 33 (Note 1, Art. 22, R. D.) and Art. 48 
(Note 3. Art. 22, R. D.) of tlie Regulations. 

A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the funds referred to in this 
article of the Regulations sliall l>e published each six montiis in the oificial peri- 
odical or list of announcements of the capital of the province. The provisions of 
this article shall be considered as a complement to the provisions of the above Art. 
62, R. D., and Art, 04, Reg. (Note II, Art. 32, R. D.j, in regard to demarcations. 
(Art, 85, Keg.) 

Note 3. — By decree of the Governor- General of October 12, 1894, the fees are 
not limited to $37.50 to each claim, but an additional amount may be required 
on estimate of the engineer and shall be paid on presentation of the petition as 
provided in this article and Arts. 84 and 85 (Notes I and 2, Art. 62, R. D.) of 
the Regulations. (Appendix C, p. 115.) 

AliTICLE 63. 

Claim owners prospecting and investigators who abandon must fill up 
shafts. 

He may be compelled to do so by the local authority or the owner of the 
ground. 
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Tie must notify the governor or alcalde of the abandonment fifteen 
days in advance and fill up shafts under penalty of fine not to exceed 300 
eseudos. 

Proprietors of mines who abandon the same shall fill shafts and notify 
the governor or alcalde one month in advance, under like penalty. 

The governor or alcalde shall cause the works to be examined by an 
engineer to certify to proper condition of timber work and that the shafts 
are properly closed. 

Note 1. — See Par. 3, G. P. Reg., with reference to the salary of engineera and 
assistants in the performance of official duties referred tfl in the last clause of 
the above article. 

Article C4. 
Until— 

(a) The person registering, 
{b) The investigator, 

(c) The owner of mine, dross or earth heaps 
shall have notified the proper authority of the stoppage or abandonment, 
they shall remain subject to the provisions and obligations set forth in 
this decree. 
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THE CANCEIXATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOR DENOUNCEMENT, THE 
EXPIRATION OF COMMISSIONS, AND THE FORMAUTES OF A 
NET AWARD. 

Article Ga. 
Proceedings for denouncement of mines, earth and dross lieaps are void 
and considered dosed — 

1. When persons about to register, and being previously warned, fail 
in any of the requirements of this decree, viz— 

(a) To deposit tlie amount designated by tho regulations to cover 

official expenses, or 

(b) To pay for the issuance of the title of ownership ; 

(c) To file description of the property with the petition ; 
{d) To present plan of the ground, (2) or 

(e) To present a certificate of having staked the same according 
to Articles 31 and 46 ; 

(/) To furnish the legal labor ; 

{g) To request the demarcation within the time fixed ; 

(/() When ordered to pay the legal contribution he may be 
insolvent. 
Similar procedure covers permissions to investigate, except — 

(a) Legal labor shall not be required, 

(h) But legal labor shall be required after the discovery of min- 
eral, in accordance with Articles 1, 6, 7, and 30, (1) 

2. When any person registering claims, surplus grounds, or earth or 
dross heaps, or requesting permission to investigate, appears before the 
proper authority and proposes in writing to cease operations. 

The governor and alcalde, upon proper proceedings, and as set forth in 
the Regulations, shall declare the proceedings of denouncement canceled 
and I Old the property iacaiit,and competent to be registered by another. 

Note 1 — See Not« 3, Art 27, K. D., as to requesting demarcation and 

Note 2 ^See Note 2 Article 30, as to requesting demarcation and c 
Note 3 —No petition for registry, worlting, overplus, investigatioi 
earth or dross heap', and development of mineral products mentioned in Art. 3, 
R D and the working of gold or tin bearing sands, shall he admitted or con- 
sidered unless the amount fi^ed by Art. 84, Reg. (see Note 2, Art.. 63, R. D.), be 
paid and unless the description of the claim is also presented according to Art. 
31, Reg (see Note 2, Art 21, R. D.). 
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Nor sliall petitions in regard to registering or investigating ground, petitions 
for which having already been admitted and the description published, he admit- 
ted or considered. 

Notwithstanding petitions for investigation or registry shall he admitted 
although they referred to lands pending determination, when it is set forth in the 
petitions that the first proceedings are not valid because of errors In such eases, 
if the nullity is shown and it is proper to dedare it the governor or alcalde sub- 
ject to the pio\isions of the Ro^a! Deciee and Pegulationo shall isiue an order 
tD that effect ind the nett proceedings ^hall continue according to legal 
toimalitles 

When cause for the alleged nullity does not exist the petition for regi^tiatmn 
01 iniestigation which presupposes the same shall be denied remaining void 
and of no elTect and the original proceeding', shall continue their coume in the 
foitn and mannei and Mitliin the peiiods corresponding to the same 

When the inteietted parties ma\ commit any of the offenses mentioned in the 
alKne aitiele and nhen (ireumstances mentioned m subdivision 2 of the aitide 
happen the goveinoia or alcaldes -hall nrdei the cancellation of the pr^ieedmgs 
as null and of no effect and shall diiett that due and proper notice be served 
upon the parties 

Publications in the oflltial peiiodicals oi in the li«t of announcements of can 
cellations shall not be made until suid order-* become final This being under 
stood without piejndice to the pioiisions of the third paragraph of 4rt 48 Keg 
which provides for Venice by publication ot public annoiinuments »hen the 
mteiested party or his i epresent itivea do not reside within the province so as 
to admit of peisoml seince of notice Note ■> Art 21 R D (Art 86 Keg , 
see Note 10 G P Reg ) 

'SOTE 4 — In the cases referred to in ^ote 3 antea where petitions are pre 
sented which superposes claim" and was denied either with or without explana 
tion the canceled proceedings can neier be reineii although the proceedings 
which brought about such cantellation ma^ afterwards be declared canceled 
I 4rt 87 Reg ) 

hOTB 5 — Pi oceedin,2;3 ofticiallj instituted foi the puipose of declaring can 
cellation shal! be eon menced by a deciee of the goveimr or alcalde m which 
shall be set foith the causes upon which the --ime are founded 

Notice of this lesolution shall be seried upon the coneessionarv in order that 
within the period of thiitj dajs he mav present whatever he may deem proper 
to protect his lights 

After this period shall ha^e passed whether answer has been made or not the 
said authority shall if he deems it proper order that investigation shall be 
m'ide of the facts tor the purpose ot learning the tiuth and shall hear the 
engineer whose dut> it ma> be to present the same 

When the proceedings shall baie reached this stage the goiernor or alcalle 
shall declare according to the case the espirition or continuance ot the 



When the proceeding has been instituted at the instance of a part\ the same 
formalities shall be obsened and the goiemor or alcalle must issue an order tor 
the in» estigation of the matter immediately aftei the presentation of the petition 

In both cases the governors or alcaldes in addition to taking such steps as 
may he necessary shall recede or admit such testimony as the interested parties 
may present to the judicial authorities The period of taking all classes of testi 
mony in these eases after the period ot thirty dajs gi anted to the eoniessionary, 
shall not ex-ceed tour months W hen tl is period shall have expired the governor 
or alcalde shall issue the proper order within a period of two months 

Proceedings tor cancellation on account ot the formal and explicit abandon 
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mfnt of the eoncetaion shall be of offioal oiiein, in which case the provisionB of 
Arts 63 and 64 E D shall ilao be cbserved, relative to the eontinuanee of 
habilitj of mine ownera to the ptotisions of the Royal Decree, notwithstanding 
the fact of ■jotual abandonment until such time as shafts have been Sited up 
and other steps taken under the order of the engineers to render the property 
safe and secure ( Art 8<l Reg ) 

See also Note 2 Article 69 which contains four rules explanatory of the mat- 
ter contained in the preceding note and of the matt«r contained in Art. 69, R. D., 
m minute detail uith furthir leferencea to other provisions applicable to such 
procedure. 

See Note 2, G. P. Reg., for salary of engineer and assistants for services 
required under above article. 

Akticle 66. 
expikation and loss of ownership. 

Claims to mines, earth and dross heaps expire, and the ownership is 
lost— 

1. When conditions of concession, in conformity witli tho decree 

and regulations as set forth in the title of ownership, are not 
complied with ; 

2. Because of bad management the enterprise is menaced with 

ruin. 
Provided the owner, being warned, does not put in proper timbers and 
supports within the period fixed, according to the instructions of the engi- 
neer, approved hy the alcalde. 

3. Faihire to pay the fixed contribution set forth in Article 80 and 

the debtor in attachment upon an execution levied being 
found insolvent. 

4. Abandonment under rules established by Articles 50, 51, 52, 

and 63. 

5. Voluntary renunciation in the form and manner established 

by Article «3. (1) 

Note 1. — In case of permission to investigate, the party can not be dispossessed 
for some of the five causes enumerated in this article, and is guaranteed the right 
of appeal provided in Article 60. 

Note 2.— In addition to the eoiieessions referred to in the above article, in 
determining the causes which bring about the declaration of cancellation of the 
concession of a general gallery, the concession shall expire and all rights shall be 
lost whenever the conditions of the Superior Decree by which said concession may 
have been authorized was not complied with or fulfilled. (Art. 38, Reg.) 

Article 67, 
The cases provided in Nos. 1 and 4 of Article 66 are : 

(a) War; 

( b ) Famine and pestilence within 60 kilometers ; 

(c) Fire and flood; 

(d) Earthquakes and heavy storms such as to impede labor; 

(e) "Force Majeure" proven in due form. 
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Article 68. 
Under Article 89, within thirty dfiys after notification, interested par- 
ties may file claims before the Superior Civil Governor, against the deci- 
sion of the alcalde {ex ofBcio) in accordance with Article 65 deciding that 
the proceedings of denouncement are void and considered closed. This 
appeal is without prejudice, however, of carrying out the announcement 
of void and closed denouncements, and the alcalde shall cause to be pub- 
lished each six months in the official periodical of the province a list of 
such mining claims, earth and dross heaps declared, from any cause, com- 
petent to be again registered within that period. 

Article G9. 
In case of expiration and loss of ownership of mines, earth and dross 
heaps, the proceedings shall be as follows : 

(a) An official proceeding (ex officio). 
(h) Proceeding by the party soliciting registry. 
These proceedings may be taken as well against— 

(a) Minerals which have been worked in ancient times, 

(b) As those of title issued in modern times. 
In all cases the proceedings shall be by petition— 

(a) That forfeiture be declared against the present incumbent ; 

(b) Or, if already declared, that the mine be awarded to the 

petitioner. 
Description shall accompany the petition for registry in both cases : 

(a) Forfeiture being declared, or 

(b) Appearing to have bt«n previously declared; 

1. The petitioner may request demarcation, 

2. And without furnishing legal labor. 



Thirty days allowed concessionary of forfeited title to appeal to the 
Superior Civil Grovernor. 

Against the decision of the Superior Civil Governor,thirty days allowed 
to present cause to Council of Administration (Tribunal Local de lo Con- 
tencioso Administrativo, under Royal Decree of November 23, 1888, at 
this time) . 

Further appeal (within the period fixed by the Royal Decree of July 
4, 1861) to the Council of State. 

SUIiSHi^UEKT PROCEEDINGS. 

After— 

(a) The cancellation of the concession, 
(6) The permission to investigate 
has become final, or the voiding of proceedings of registry has been 
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ordered, tlie alcalde shall declare the lands open for new registry and 
announce it to the public. 

Where proceedings for registry result in cancellation, the petitioner 
shall have preference in demarcation and siibsequcnt cession. 

Where cancellation, as above stated, becomes final, or the voiding of the 
proceedings of registry has been ordered, and the ground surrounding 
the same is found to be registered or granted up for investigation so there 
is not space enough for a complete claim, the original mine shall be 
treated with its former dimensions as again existing. (1) 

If the dimensions are not known, or the vacant ground is not sufficient 
to contain the same, the new petition shall be void and the space shall be 
overplus. 

Note 1 — See NotL 4 Article 15 U'ule %) for a re^ulntioii as to demi nation 
and registry in this class of eafes 

Note 2 — In order to more eompletelv understand the provisions of Art 89 
Reg (Note 5 Art 65 R D ) and the above Article 89 the following rules shall 
be considered 

Rule 1 The proceedings for declaring e\piration at tlie instance of a party 
must be eommenced b\ the piesentation of a petition (or registry subject to all 
the conditions and accompanied bj all the requiaitea foi those ot its ilaas fixed 
bv the Royal Decree and these Regulations The onlv difference in the petition 
shall consist in showing a prioi concession of the lands proposed to be taken 
up exists the nanie of ivhich and that of the concessionary shall be expressed 
if thej ire knoun and that said concession should be dedaied expired accord 
ing to the Ro\al Deciee and ReguHlions on account of offense- which must he 
cleailv set foith and that the petitioner pra^s that the former concession be 
declared expired and that the pioeee lings of registrv be lonsidered When the 
etpiration ot i claim for ini estigiition la petitioned for a petition for perniission 
to investigate must be presented with all the conditions and formalities uhich 
the law requires and set forth the information specified for registration in the 
preceding case 

Rule 2 The expiiation being oidcred and lairid into effcLt the peiiod ffr 
requesting demarcation sb-iU commence to run from the dite ot the aime but 
if the dfclaiation of expiiition is not made and the prioi contession is declared 
in force the cincellation of the pioceedings for registry oi inveatigition shall 
at once be ordered 

Rule 3 When registrv or the light to investigate only is requested without 
stating thit a prior concession existed upon the loiitlon designated and without 
asking in consequence a declaration of expiration these eirciim stances shall not 
invaiidite the petition nir prejudice the gianting of the concession desired 
When in an^ stage of the proceedings for registry or investigation the existence 
of 1 prior concession not legally expiied becomes known the determination of 
the pending proceedings nhall be suspended until as a continuation of the same 
the proper proceedings for dedaiing the expiration be instituted and determined 
and the original proceedings shall again resume their course according to the 
stage in which they were suspended as soon as the order of expiration becomes 
final otherwise the original petition shall be canceled 

Rule 4 If through ignorance of the fact and on account of not showing that a 
prior cone ession existed upon lands petitioned for ind the new petition shall fulfill 
all the formalities up to the granting of a right to register or iniestigate after 
the period for presenting claims according to the Rojal Decree and Art. 97, Reg., 
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shall liflic paa&ed and no claim be presented further recourse for annulment of 
the new proctedinga timnded upon the failuie to declare the former concession 
expired shall not be admitted itor these ca'^ea and for all successive legal 
effects the concession upon the lands of nhich another of whatsoever class may 
haie been ifterwaria obtained shall be considered as expired (Art. 90, Reg.) 

AliTICI-E 70. 
Cancellation being declared, tho person registering anew may make use 
of the machinery and buildings, etc., upon the claims by condemnatory 
yroeeedings under the general law. 

Article 71. 
Where abandonment is for a period of ten years (not registered or 
worked) all property — 

(a) Ground oeeupied, 
(h) Servitudes, and 

(c) Houses unserviceable for the original object, 
ahall revert to the owner of the landed property. 
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CHAPTER X. 



HINffiG PLANTS. 



Article 72. 



Every operator in fixed eatablishnients shall — 

(a) Enjoy the rights, 

(b) Have the obligations, and 

(c) Be subject to the indemnities mentioned in Chapter YIII of 

this decree. (1) 

Provided the provisions of the same are applicable to the operations. 

Note l. — All opemtora of mines in fixed eatablislimenta shall enjoy the righta 
and perform tlie obligationa referred to in the above article of the Royal Decree, 
and in determination of the proceedings of this class relative to indemnities the 
legal steps shall be followed and the formalities shall be observed which ^re 
specified in Arts. 5 (Notes 2 and 3. Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), 17 
(Note 3, Art. 8, R. D.|. 18 (Note 4, Art. 8, R. D.], and 2S (Note 4, Art. 20, 
R. D.} of the Regulations. (Art. 91, Reg.) 

Article 73. 

When the mine operator can not agree with the owner of the land upon 
which he proposes to establish his plant he shall appeal to the governor or 
alcalde in order that after the institution of proceedings for condemna- 
tion the governor or alcalde may declare whether or not the matter is one 
of public utility. 

JFrom the decision of the alcalde the owners of the ground or plant may 
appeal to the Superior Civil Governor, whose decision shall be final. 

Abticle 74. 

The erection of high ovens, Catalan forges, or any other part of the 
plant requiring combustibles or waterfall for power, requires the author- 
ization of the Superior Civil Governor. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

') Application to the governor or alcalde, 

i) Audience of the interested parties, 

c) Report of mining engineer, 

d) Report of engineer or superintendent of forests, and 

e) The Councii of Administration. 
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Limitation of six months to the governor or alcalde for examination 
and formation of proceedings and remission to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor. (See Kote 1, Art. 36.) 



Everything relative to mining plants not determined in this chi 
shall be governed by the common law applicable to other industrial e 
lishments {including sanitation and police). 
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CHAPTER XI. 



CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES. 



Aktiolb 76. 

1. Claims of the diraensions fixed in the first sentence of Article 

13, an annual tax of 40 eseudos; 

2. Claims in the second sentence, 20 eseudos ; 

3. Dross and earth heaps, 50 eseudos per 40,000 superficial meters; 

4. Incomplete claims and overpluses in equal ratio ; 

5. Ancient claims (granted prior to May 14, 18G1) of less area 

subject to like conditions; 

6. Permissions for investigation, 20 eseudos annually; 

7 General galleries in preparation of the mining claims reserved 
m the concession from the date of registry (See Art 43 ) 
All 1 Dntribution^ to run from date of demarcation and the granting of 
the permission to investigate 

Note 1 — (AppliC'^ also to Article ''i ) \Vhen proceedings for mining rights 
arrive at the stage when liabilitj to the annual tax commences in conformity 
with the articles alo've referred to the goveinira and alcaldes must under their 
official obligation send the proper notiees to the proper office of the public 
treasun m order that the colle tion of the amount hved in each case niaj be 

It shall be set forth in the proceedings that this formality has been complied 
with and the memorandum of the sime shill he authenticate I b> the O K of 
the governor or alcalde and the full signature of the secretary if there be one 

The same shall be done for opposite reasons when the caniellation of a eonces 
sion IS ordered ( 4rt 92 Reg ) 

Note 2 — It is the dutj of the Intendencia General of the public Treasury to 
draft the proper plans for the collection of the fixed contribution of 'i per cent 
imposed b\ the Eojal Decree upon mining properties and concessions |Art 
93 Beg) 

Note 3 — On October 31 1R94 Go\ernoi General Blanco issued a decree regu 
lating taxes of all kinds under this section anl pro\iding regulations for collec 
tion reports and remittances It also proiides for the 5 per cent tax export 
and import duties and exemptions and is a model of clearness and completeness 
(Appendix C p 116 ) 

Note 4 — See Note 8 Article 1 for tax on surface of State lands used in 
mining 

■iUTICLL 77 

All properties granted previous to this decree — 
(a) Shall enjoy the benefits, and 

(&) Be applicable to the provisions provided in the previous 
article, 
with reductions in accordance with the area. 
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The contribtition shall extend to proceedings in course of determina- 
tion from the day upon which this provision becomes obhgatory. 

Article 78. 

Mining claims for iron and combustible minerals exempt from annual 
contribution for thirty years from publication of this decree. 

Note 1. — By Royal Decree of November 21, 1895, exemption was extended for 
the further period of twenty years, or until 1017. (Appendix B, p. 95.) 

Article 79. 
All minerals and metals extracted from the islands exempt from export 
duties (subject to subsequent tariff laws). 

Coal imported for metallurgical purposes, exempt from import duties. 
Duties upon other foreign mineral products fixed by tariff laws. 

Article 80. 

Annual tax on total production of 3 per cent without deductions of 
any kind. 

Except substances mentioned in Article 1, exempt from this tax for 
thirty years. 

Note 1. — See Notes 1 and 2, Article 7fi, tor tlie duties of governors and alcaldes 
in giving notification of properties liable to this tax, and for the duty of the 
Intendencitt-General of the Treasury as to tiie promulgation of steps for the col- 
lection of the same. 

Note 2. — By Royal Decree of November 21, 1895, the exemption above provided 
was further extended twenty years, or until 1917. (Appendix B, p, 95.) 

Note 3. — See Note 3, Article 70, for the latest enactment of the 3 per cent tax. 

Article 81. 

Mining and its industries can not be surcharged with any contribution 
or tax outside of those expressed in the decree. 

No fee to be exacted for shipment of minerals within the island, or 
transportation in the coasting trade; subject to eoniiscation if not accom- 
panied, when transported, by a permit accrediting whence they came. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OVER THE MINING INDUSTRY. 



8 for denoiincomcnt for the purpose of obtaining conet'ssions 
are purely administrative; the dueision of the Superior Civil Governor of 
the islands shail be final. 

Article 83. 
The Superior Civil Governor — 

(a) When he deems it proper, and 

(b) Always when there is opposition to the proceedings for eon- 

cession of owncrsliip, 
shall hear the Council of Administration in banc, or in its Section of 
"Gobernacion y Fomento." In case there shall arise contentions concern- 
ing the business in hand the said section only shail take cognizance of the 

AliTICLK 84. 

In all matters decided by governors or alcaldes concerning mines the 

party aggrieved may present the matter administratively to the authority 

immediately superior, which authority shall take cognizance of the matter 

mp g ts 

S r Civil Goveinor, against the 

fi g red to in Articles 68 and 84 

R Dec ee p po be interposed within a period 

T pe od p g le Council of Administration 

eeed on, mentioned in Articles 64 

R D be identical nith those pre- 

ed R Det ee S61. concerning ultramarine 

eee g nt e future, be prescribed. (Art. 

Kg 

t e pi ,a , to _oui c 1 f . d istration (see explanatory 
reference to Art. (59, R. C, the Tribunal of Civil Administration being 
the authority in place of the Council of Administration, November 23, 
1888) from final decision of the Superior Civil Governor shall lie — 

1. Against decisions confirming or refusing permission, or refusal 
for investigation ; 
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2. Against decisions granting or refusing authority to opt;n ttm- 

nels or general galleries ; 

3. Against decisions granting or refusing ownership in mines, 

dross and earth heaps, and general galleries; 

4. Against decisions declaring expiration according to Article 69. 
Note 1 — In addition lo the cases in whiih aeoording to this article, appeal 

t« the Council of Administration la granted against final decisions rendered by 
the &uperior Civi! Governor determining matters the said appeal shall also be 
allowed according to Articles 25 and 26 Regulations of the 27th of July, 1S53, 
for the execution of the law of condemnation of private property on grounds of 
public utility in questions which arise from noncompliance of interested parties 
with the appraisements of indemnities treated of in Arts. 5, 11, 44, and 72, R. D., 
and Arts. 5 (Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), 17 (Note 
3, Art. 8, E. D.), 18 (Note 4, Art. 8, R. D.), 29 (Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.j, 51 
(Note 1, Art. 29, R. D.), 67 (Note 3, Art. U, K. D.), 70 (Note 3, Art. 44, R. D.), 
and 91 (Note 1 \rt 72 R D ) ot these Regulations (Art 95 Reg ) 

Note 2- — tlaimg as well gubernati\e as admimstrat1\e made by mteiested 
parties m regard to indtmnitiea shall not interrupt the work nor the formalities 
in the course of the reapectne proceedings to which end the provision of \rticle 
■■ (^ote 8 Art 6 R D ) of the Regulations shall be complied with ( 4rt 96 
Reg) 

Note 3 — No further appeals than those interpised in accordance witl the 
Rojal Decree and these Regulatiins hall be ad i itted Itefcre tte Countil ff 
Administration ih to idminiatiati^e proeeedinga 

1 By interested parties to whom the right to investigate or develop mines in 
the four cases designated bv the iboie iiticli, of the Royal Decree has been 
granted or denied 

2 By mterested paities who m the like four cisea mav haie presented their 
opposition to the governor or ilcalde within the proper time 

3 Bv thoae who may have protested m the act of demarcation against this 
operation and its consequences 

4 Bj conce sioi ariea ignorant of the rights which pertained to them upon 
whose land a new concession may haie been glinted 

5 Bj mt rested parties who miy not have agreed with the appraisement of 
mdemnitv refeired to in Article 05 (Isote 1 Ait 85 R D ) of thtse EegnJitions 

6 By concessionaries who may resist parti ilar conditions or who present 
questicns conierning the proper understanding of and compliance with the teims 
of the concession provided these questions have already been passed upon 
gubermtivelv 

The period for instituting tl ese appeils fixed bv Art 87 R D (see note to 
said aiticle) aciordmg to the cases shall be counted from the date of the notice 
or the publication of the decision of the Superior Civil Governor m the ofhcial 
peiiodical or list of announcements of the capital of the province until the day 
upon which the same is presented in the ofBce of the secretary of the Couniil of 
Admi nistration 

After the periods indicited and all others within which the Royal Decree and 
these Regulations giant tlie privilege of presenting claims or the administrative 
appeal shill have passed the orders and detisions shall become ripe for execution 

In case of appeil by third parties from grant of concessions for the laliditv of 
proieedings m respect to concessionaries it si all be necessary to notify the con 
cessionines but not leiguire them to appear It shall be understood that they 
renounte their right to be heard if «ithin the time specified th^ do not appear 
m the proceedings 
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When cODip!ainant3 are the interested partiea to whom, after laying out the 
same, the eoneession was not granted, for tlie validity of proceedings in respect 
to third parties presenting opposition, it shall likewise be necessary to notify 
the latter, but not require their appearance, and it shall be understood that they 
renounce their right to be heard in the same manner as concessionaries. 

Both classes of appellants in the appeals just mentioned shall, upon appearing 
in the proeeedinga, have no other character than that of coadjutants of the 
administration. (Art. 97, Reg.) 

Ahticle 86. 
These administrative appeals may be instituted— 

(o) By those interested in the decision against which the remedv 

lies; 
(6) By any others who in proper time have filed their opposition 
with the governors or alcaldes for attachment to the pro- 
ceedings, according to Articles 36 and 46. 
Note 1. — See Note 1, Art. 84. R. D., for administrative appeals to the Superior 
Civil Governor from the decision of the governors or alcaldes. 

Article 87. 

Limitation of time for appeals under preceding articles fixed by Regu- 
lations concerning proceedings in administrative affairs of Julv ■!, 
1861. (1) 

Note 1.— The Royal Decree of November 23, 1888, now in force— Vol. I, pp. 
4S3.4S5, Diccionario de la Administracion de Filjpinas. 

Note 2. — The periods for appealing from the decisions of the Council of 
Administration to the Council of State in proceedings for cancellation, mentioned 
in Article 69, and second paragraph of Art. 84, R. D., shall be identical witli those 
prescribed in the Royal Decree of July i concerning ultramarine administration 
proceedings or those which in the future may he prescribed (under the last 
clause the law mentioned in Note I, antes, is in fori-e). (Art. 94, Reg.) 

Abticle 88. 
Parties instituting proceedings for denouncement of mines shall have 
a power of attorney at the capital of the respective jurisdictions. 
In default of — 

(a) The presence of an interested principal, or 
( 6 ) Of his power of attorney, 

1. Publication of the order in the official periodical, or, 

2. If there be none, posting of notices in customary places, which 

shall have the same legal effect as personal notification. 

Article 89. 

general jurisdiction op the council op administration. 

The Goimcil of Administration (at present the tribunal established by 
Royal Decree of November 33, 1888; see Art. 69, R. D., antea) shall take 
cognizance, administratively, of questions arising between the Adminis- 
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tratioo and concessionaries concerning the proper understanding of a 
compliance with the conditions estahliehod in 



JUBISDICTION OF ORDIXARY TR1BUNA.L8. 

Ordinary tribunals shall take cognizance of all questions which, as to 
mines, dross and earth heaps, tunnels or galleries, and mining plants, 
may arise between parties concerning ownership, shares, and debts, and 
ordinary offenses committed in said establishments and their depend- 
encies. 

Provided, however, the proceedings of these tribimals shall not hinder 
the administrative formalities for denouncement or continuance of the 
work. 

ATTACHMENT I'ROCKEDINGS. 

In actions for debt attachment proceedings may be applied to the prod- 
ucts of a mine and may be extended to an execution and sale of the estab- 
lishments themselves. 

ESEMFnONS AND EXECL'TIOKS. 

Judicial proceedings, including execution and sale, shall not work 
prejudice to- — 

(a) a;he labor, 

( b ) The timbering, 

(c) The draning, 

(d) The ventilation, or 

(e) The ventilation of the adjacent mine. 

Upon the governor or alcalde is placed the burden of exercising vigi- 
lance over the above-speciiied exemptions. 

Note 1 — In order to complv with the proMsions of this article it shall be 
understood that the cognizance tvhich the ordinarv tribunals ma} exerciae of all 
questions i.onceining mine'' earth and dross heaps tunnels galleiiis and mining 
plants raised between parties as to ownership must be exercised only m case the 
State has grinted the proper concestions giiing that owneiship which the Roial 
Declee lecognizes in the substances indicated in Aitiele 1 but if the questions 
refer to better right of ownership not yet gianted ly the idniiniRtiation the 
tribunals bv their decisions shall not contei othei lights than those which at tlie 
propei time the Administration nu^lit Lonfei 

Contentions among the paities themsel\ea concerning participation m the 
expenses of exploitation ind its piodnits and debts incurred in the same or for 
any other cause shall always be within the jurisdiction of the tribunals but this 
tognirance in the present case as well as in thit indicated m tht last pait tf the 
]ieceiiDg paragraph shall not affect or deliv the administrative action sub 
stantiattng and ternunating in the proper form and mannei the proceedings lor 
the denouncement of claims nor llie woik in the mines the origin of said con 

The administiati%e concession of one or more claims dross heaps rights to 
iniestigate galleries mining plants iiid mi other class of mining work can 
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iieici be iin oKtailu to the due coniptiance uith the final judgment of the tii 
buuaU as to the o^ineiahip and paiticipatioQ a^ afoiesaid 

Questions arising concerning <!upei positions and rectifications of the limits 
of mining claims or works on the suifice n nell js m the interior of luinea 
shall be nithm the exduaiie juiisdiction of the AduiiniHtration but it shall be 
the dutv of the fidinin tribunals to take cogrn^ance of pomplnints for the 
unlauful extraction of mineral and for damages in the mine'^ or conces>uons 
already gi anted b\ the State and the objects if o«nei-.hip iiid lights of mdi 
nduaU or 'iiipanie^ ( ^U m Ke" seealwNitt I Ait )1 H D ) 

AltTICLK 91. 

REVEXUE J UiilSDICTlOX. 

Defraudation on the payinunt of taxes on mines and the tr'ansportation 
of minerals and metals without the proper permit shall be cognizable in 
the tribunals haMng juuidiction o\er cases of fraud igiin'^t the publii. 

Note 1— \tcoidin}, to this aiticle and in confoiimtv witl it% provisions the 
tiibunals con petent to take cognizance of eases of fraud igainat the public 
leicmie shall be equallv competent to take ctgnuance of cases «hich may aiise 
and be pioaeeuted on account of the development proit and alienation of mm 
eials if tlie atti tak" place before the legal concession of the respective cliinis 
has been obtained oi without the pievioiu t>erniiasion mentioned in the second 
sentence of 4rt '>S B D which provides that where mines hive been laid out 
without opposition the governor or alcalde may authorize the bale of the mineral 
lefoie tie mnei his obtained the title of ownership to the claims leportmg his 
I etion to the Supeiior Civil Governor and declaiing the inteiested paitj -.ubjeet 
to the pioviM n- of ta\ati n as cont med in Articles 81 to S4 I tl n lu ive of 
tie li^il DiLFi (4it 98 ie ) 
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MINING ENGINEERS. 



Article 93. 
The Corps of Mining Engineers shall perform the duties— 
(a) Such as have heen previously performed by them; 
(&) The scientific duties of their profession ; 
(c) The powers and rites conceded by this decree and the Regula- 
tions. 

ASSISTANT ENGINEERS. 

The number of professional as3i''tant« shall be in accordance w ith the 
necessities trom time to time, and their authority shall bt limited to aid 
ot the C orps of Mmmg Engineers The Regulations shall dt^termine the 
organization of the Corps 

The Superior Cnil (jovernor shall distribute the engmeLrs according 
to the ntctssities and under the tonditions determined h\ the ELgula 
tions 

DUTirb OF ErsaiMlERI 

The duties of engineert, art. — 

(a) To collect statistR'* of the denouncemi, nt-- in whieh thcv may 

mtenene 

(b) To make an annual repoit of the mining indu&tr\ , a copy of 

both ah ill be remitted to the Supreme Government 

Note 1 — The Corpa of Mming Engineers shall be the only experts for all legal 
effects in actions brought betoie oidinary tribunals (Ait 99 I: (g ) 

Note 2 — Mining engineers and their assistants in service in the archipelago 
shall conform to the Organic Regulations of February 1 1865 and shall comply 
with the proiisions of the same and such as may be adopted m the future for 
the purpose of peiforming their duties and shall with tlie greatest zeal and dill 
gence according to the ordei and in tlie foini and manner speeilied in said Rtg 
ulation" discharge the duties and obligations which m said Regulations are in 
trusted to them and set forth in the Roval Decree and the present Regulations 
theieunder (Ait 100 Reg) 

Note 3 — Mining statistics shall be eompileii in the future eath yiar conform 
ing to Models 7 S and « (Ait 101 Reg) 

The Chief Engineei sliall con pile Repoits ^os " and 8 and goiemois or 
alcaldes No 9 and both the former and the latter must be remitted through 
the Superior Cuil Uoiernor to the Office of the Director (general of A^iiculture 
Industry and Commerce lor each >ear within the first f ur n nths of the year 
following 
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GoiemorB and alcaldes shall ren it to the Chief Engiieer ill dati necessary 
for the Lompilation of his reports and shall likewise lend him all the coopera 
tion and aid whioh may ) e conducive to the best conduct of this service 

Governors and alcaldes shil! be immediately responsible for an\ errors or 
omissi na «liich n av be comn itted witliin then leapective jurisdictions as well 
in relation to the compilation and remittance of their reports as m failure to 
tend due aid to the Engiueei in Chief m the compilation of his reports (Art 
10" Reg) 

\t the time of remitting tl e statistics requirei by Molds " ini S the Chief 
Engineer si all also ren it an annual report concerning the state of the mining 
industry as "ipeeifiel in Case 6 Article 19 of Regulations of the Corps (Art 
103 Eeg I 

Engineers wl o ii av be employed outside the capitals of the islands n u^t cim 
pile statisticil rfeumSs of the pioimces wherein the^ serie and remit them 
to the Chief Engineer who througl the Superior Civil Goiernor shall transmit 
thei I to th( Office of tl e Direttoi General of Igntulture Industry and Com 
n erce and ace mpanying them by his own reptrt <ind sueh memorandum as he 
may dctm peitment (Art 104 Reg) 

^OT^!, 4— In the rfduttion of laras to meters tie surface of mining claims 
shall be nsidtitd as containing the following 

60 000 square. varas = 41 934 31 square n eters 
20 0OOaquaievaras= 13 9(4 77 squaie meters 
180,000 s^uaie A aras = 12 j, 2 93 squaie meters 
which shall be taken aa the approximate equivalents, and their multiples of two, 
three, four, or more claims. Tiiere must he shown on the face of the r^sum^ (pro- 
vided for in Note 3, Art. 92, R. D.) the partial sums of these, and other coljimns 
set foith in the same and in the last page the total sums must appear (Art 
105 Reg ) 

Note 5 — In oider to a^oid the anomaly of including among the productive 
mines some nhiih are denominated nonproductive it shnll be understood m the 
future that if the latter mines ne\er did produce they shall not be li-sted with the 
productue mines and if although formerly they were productive in the vear to 
which the statistics refei they gaie no production they must be included among 
the number of productive mines a memorandum being entered of the cause of 
their non productiveness during the vear 

When the increase or diminution of anv mine or roiiifs or that of the gener 
alit> of those m the province is notable the cause of the same shall be expressed 

In order that the total number of operatives employed m the mining industry 
mav be shown in addition to expressing the number of those who work upon 
tie plants of productive mines there shall be expressed hi memorandum the 
number of those employed upon nonproductive mines legistered properties or 
claims in investigation Uthough it maj be by careful estimate and likewise in 
the report a memorandum shall be made of the personnel occupied in the trans 
porta tion of materials. 

In the part relating to minii^ work shall be shown by memorandum all classes 
of furnaces and apparatus which are not comprehended in the columns of the 
models. 

In separate report ''hall be remitted the average cost price of the minerals at 
the mouth of the mine and of the metal at the foot of the factory respectively 
and taking this as a basis the values created m the mining and metallurgical 
industries, separateh shall be deduced with reference to each class of ore or 
metal obtained. (Art 100 Reg ) 

Note 6. — For the purpose of service of the Engineer Coips the archipelago 
shall be considered as a single mining district divided into three departments 
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to »it (!) Luzon ind adiaient iglandg {') \ isavafl and (3) Mindanao, whose 
respective capitils ire Manila Cebu and Zaniboan^a Each department shall 
compiehend the same pioiineea or distiiets is at the pre^nt are eonsiilered as 
subordinate fo fheae three governments 

Fach department shall haie a mining engineer uho shall perform his duties 
in conformity with the Royal Decree and these Regulations 

The engineer of highest rink shall reside in Manila and in addition to the 
duties of Chief of the Corps ihill dischai^e those pertaining to the department. 

To lid the engineers in field operations and office work there shall be as mniiy 
profes'iional assi'^tants as tie seniee mi-\ demand and until further orders the 
Chief tngineei resident in "Manila, shall tdke general charge of the service of the 
three departments (Art 10'' iie„ ) 

Note 7. — Bj hojal Decree (no date) of IStlb, complaint nas made that no 
reports had been made on mining since 1891., and by circular of the Director-Gen- 
eral of Civil Administrntion of December 31, 1897, the chiefs of provinces were 
required to submit reports at once covering previous years, etc. (Appendix B, 
p. 94.) 

Note 8. — As to special legislation touching coal mines and the employment of 
engineers and superintendents, see Note 7, Article 1, of the Royal Decree. 

Note S. — Royal Order of November 12, 1895, directing full mining reports 
immediately from inspector of mines and periodical reports thereafter. (Appen- 
dix C, p. 120.) 

Note 19. — Circular of the Director-General of Civil Administration of June 
13, 1887, giving instructions as to making up raining reports. (Appendix C, 
p. 122.) 

GBNER4L PE0VISI0N8. 

1. Vigilance and inspection necessary to compliance with this decree, 
and with the Regulations, through the engineers, is rendered obligatory 
over all mines and mining establishments on behalf of the Government of 
the islands. (1) 

2. The Regulations eliall determine {a) the form and manner in which 
inspections shall be exercised, and (b) whether the opening and develop- 
ment of the mines demand the direction of an engineer or professional 
aid, who may serve as such professional or expert and who shall ba 
excepted from other obligations. 

3. Concessions and authorizations under the Organic Royal Decree of 
1825, with later explanations, shall remain in statu quo as long as they 
strictly comply with the conditions under which they were issued, and 
they may also enjoy all the advantages offered by this decree, provided it 
be without prejudice to a third party. 

4. All periods of time fixed in the present decree shall commence to run 
from the day following the administrative notification, of the same, or — 

Notice published in the official periodicals, or. 

In default of periodicals, the posting of notices in the ciistomary 
places, or 

The insert;ion in the same of the decisions of the authorities accord- 
ing to the terms of the Regulations. 
Note 1. — See Note 2, Art. 31, R. D., refuting to demarcations. 
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Note 2 — Al\ peiioda fived lu these Regulation'' is uell as tlio e estiblithel 
by the Royal Deeiee shall tonmience to lun fiom the daj folloiin„ that iipjQ 
which tlie adiiimiatiatue notice is aei\ed nhcn tie interestel laitit^^ oi then 
lepresentatives leside in tl e lespectiie capital if the piovinee 

111 default of such residence notices shall be sened through piibluation m the 
hbt of anaounttineiits or oMcial peiioditals and the order or decision oi the jirt 
(if thi: same giving rise to said aotiticaton shall be inserted and the peiiod shall 
commence to run fiom the day following that upon «hicli this is done (Par 1 
G P Heg 1 

Administiatiie notifications lefeiiel to in thi. foie„oing paragraph ma; be 
aened by any eniplojee oi igent of the luthtiiti to wlom the «anie is intrusted 
bj the goieinois oi akalies It stiall be shu vn in baid ni tihuitioni that thete 
was dehieied to the mteiested piit; a cop^ of the deciee order naming oi 
decision whidi the notice tenders le^al and the person seiving the same the 
peison notified, or two witnesses if he doe'< not kuon how to wiite or refuses to 
sign, shall sign the letuin (Par 2 d I Peg ) 

All services shall be gratuitous m tile issuance of pioeeedings for the deno ince 
ment of mines and there ohall be e\acted fiom piitieu nl\ si <li amounts n iie 
designated in these Hegiilations and for the objects e^piessed therein 

The dailj salines due the engineeis ani their assistants m the piactue of 
then official duties, tefened to in Art el R D and Alt "« (Note 4 4it 
49, R D) and 39 (Note 5 Vrt 61 R D ) of the Rtj-ulations shall be 
paid fiom the geneial budget of the islands Mhen coacessiouai'ies or persons 
registering claims shall have complied with the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and tlie Regulations upon abandoning their mining claims. Otherwise the 
lespei.tive inteiei>ted parties, in addition to paying the tinea which may have been 
imposed, shall pay the same. In cases of insolvency, the payment shall be made 
out of the general funds, but the right is reserved for all time of collecting the 
same from the debtors and reimbursing the amounts paid. (Far. 3, G. P. Reg.) 
Note 3. — In gubernative proceedings all writings of the intei'ested parties 
must be extended upon sealed paper corresponding to the provisions in force as 
to tliat matter. Orders, reports, and otlier administrative documents which con 
not be extended upon the original writings shall be entered either upon official 
stamped paper or upon that used by the authorities or employees who intervene 
in the examination and formalities of the proceedings. (Par, 4, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — Governors and alcaldes, only when they deem it proper, may grant 
certified copies of the proceedings to parties who request the same. Said copies 
shall be vised by the officials refeiTed to, and sent out by the secretaries or their 
deputies. All piactices to the contrary, whether by secretaries or mining 
engineers, are prohibited under the strictest liability (Par 5 G P Reg) 

Note 5. — At no time and under no circumstances shall the original proceedings 
be delivered to the parties but bj older of the goiernois oi alcaldes the\ ina> 
examine the same in the offices of said officials \then proper in order that they 
may make themselves acquainted mith their contents and make such notes as 
they deem necessary, if thej so request The original retoid of the proceedings 
shall be remitted only to the Loiinul of \dininistration nhen tliej haie to be 
investigated giibernativeh oi «ben sdniinistjatne cognisance i- to be taken of 
the same, and also to the engineers for the prtctice of professional operations and 
for the purpose of being informed concerning expert points «hioli mav be witl in 
their jurisdiction, (Par 6 G P Reg ) 

Note 6.- — In order to comply with the proMsions of 4it 4ij Reg (Note 3 *it 
22, R. D.), as soon as the Supeuoi Cml Goveinoi returns the letord of pio 
ceedinga to the governors or alcaldes for the purpose of coiretting defects oi 
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making good errors or omissions which may have oeeurred, the r 
Uums entered shall be placed in continuation of the said record, in their order as 
to dates. If amendments l>e necessary in any writing or ground plan, the same 
shall be certified upon making it. When it is ordered that a new writing or 
ground plan be presented in place of tlie old, the matter of the original record 
shall be taken as a basii and the changes entered in the new, unless the new 
points be attached to the record, leaving it as before, and said new points shall be 
attached to the folio where the entries and formalities end at the time of draft- 
ing them. (Par. 7, G. P. Iteg.) 

Note 7.- — Governors and alcaldes sliall see that former annulled or expired 
records shall accompany new ones, if there be such, relating to the grounds at 
issue. (Par. 8, G. P. Keg.) 

Note 8.— Interested parties shall not hinder or obstruct in any case the visits 
or examinations of engineers when the latter deem it proper to comply with the 
provisions of Arts. 21 (Note S, Art 13, E. D.] and 68 (Note 2, Art. 42, B. D.) 
of these Regulations for the purpose of furnishing to the Government the means 
of vigilance which it must exercise over all works and mining establishments. 
(Par. 9, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 9. — The advantages hereafter to be enjoyed by minii^ concessions here- 
tofore granted, or which may be granted in the future upon pending proceedings, 
framed pnrsuant to the Kegulations governing mines, of the 29th of January, 
1846, shall be those of extending their claims already laid out, if there be vacant 
lands, until they covei' the surface designated in Arts. 13 and 14, R. D. This 
right shall gi^e no preference in any case over the petition of any other interested 
party, whether for inveotigation or for registry, which may be first presented, 
and which soiicitt all or part of the land necessary to increase the surface of the 
mine granted, in accordance with said Regulations. 

Petitions presented in the future for the purpose of increasing claims laid out 
under the Regulations of 1S4Q can request only, if there be land vacant, the 
superficial extension set forth in Arts. 1-'! and 14, R. D. 

Proceedings seeking greater dimensions for a granted claim or claims treated 
of shall be called "Proceedings for the widening of mining claims." Those which 
have for their object the adding of one or more claims to those already granted 
shall be denominated "Proceedings for the increase of claims." ( Par. 10, 
G. P. Reg.) 

Claims presented to the Superior Civil Governor ag.iinst the orders or 
decisions of governors or alcaldes shall be remitted through the latter, and 
direct recourse to the Superior Civil Governor can he had when said authorities 
do not give course to the said claims. (Par. 11, G. P. Reg.) 

A duly authenticated receipt shall be given for every writing, petition, or 
notice the failure to present which might prejudice any of the interested parties. 
(Par. 12, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 10. — No rights shall be acquired in the mining industry if there be 
failure in the strict observance of and punctual compliance with the Royal 
Decree and these Regulations. Periods of time shall not be extended, and once 
passed shall be fatal, and errors of the administration shall not work injury to 
interested parties, provided within the period of sixty days counting from the 
expiration of the said periods they file claim against tlie carelessness, negligence 
in di'^patch. or failure of compliance with the Royal Decree and these Regula- 
tions. If they fail to file claim within the said period, it shall be understood that 
they desist from their intentions and abandon the prosecution of the proceedings 
of denouncement, which shall be considered p.' c incdcil for all after effects, and the 
administration shall so declare as soon ss tlie state of affairs becomes known, 
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and sliall publish the same in the ofSt^ial periodical or list of announcements of 
the capital of the province. 

This declaration, when it ia proper, shall also be made at the instance of any 
other interested party, provided the request is made through means of a petition 
for investigation or for registry, in the manner prescribed in Par. 3, Art. 86 
■ (Note 3, Art. 65, E. D.), of these Regulations. 

The Superior Civil Governor only can absolve defects which cause the cancella- 
tion of proceedings for denouncement of mines in view of a report from the 
lespective section of the Council of Administration, and when the same will not 
cause injury to a third party. 

Temporaky Phovisions. 

1. Individuals or companies who have obtained the ownership of min- 
ing claims according to former laws may add a larger number of contig- 
uous claims upon vacant ground by proceedings provided in Article 16. 

3. Proceedings for denouncement pending at the time of the publica- 
tion of this decree shall be determined by the formalities established in 
the same, unless the interested parties declare in writing to their 
respective governor or alcalde that they prefer the former mode of pro- 
cedure, and within sixty days of the publication of this decree. (1) 

Final Provision. 
All general provisions as to the mining industry existing prior to the 
publication of this decree are hereby revoked. (3) The Superior Civil 
Governor shall recommend to the Government regulations for its execu- 
tion. 

Note L— This decree was published in the Manila Gazette on the 6th dav of 
May, 1863. 

Note 2.— Date of this decree, Mjiy 14, 1807, and under the administration of 
Alejandro Castro, Boya! Minister to the Colonies, 
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Model N"o. 1. 



PETITION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND WORKING SUBSTANCES OF AN EARTHY 
NATURE. 

D. N., a reaident of ■ ■ ■ , aod an inhabitant of this provincial cap- 
ital, No. — , ■ ■ street, of profession of , of years of age, 

represents to your excellency: 

That within the limits of the pueblo of ■ — — — , at a place called 
■ — - — -, there is a piece of ground belonging to D. K., a resident of 

, which is bounded (here give the boundarieB on all Bides, with the 

best possible description) ; the petitioner desires to use 30,000 square 

meters of this land, commencing with the point , and in the form 

of a square, or as may seem beat to the engineer, at the proper time, for 
the manufactvtre of (chinaware, porcelain, fire brick, etc.), giving to said 
works the name of — — ; but the said owner refuses his eonaent in 
spite of being offered the indemnity and guaranties proper in respect to 
his right of ownership. To this end the undersigned — 

Prays your excellency that, accepting this petition and the amount of 
?5 escudoe which at the same time he deposits, will be pleased to order 
the proper proceeding in the form prescribed in accordance with the 
Hoyal Decree and the Eegnlations of mines, to the end that the Superior 
Civil Governor may grant to him the proper authorization for, the devel- 
opment and working indicated. 

God guard, etc. 



PETITION FOR REGISTRY. 

D. N., a resident of this provincial capital, and living at No. — ■, 

street, of the profession of - — - — -, and aged years, to your 

excellency represents; 

That upon land of the State (or of the pueblo of ), at a place 

called , bounded (give boundaries on all sides, with close descrip- 
tion), he desires to acquire two mining claims with the title of ~, of 

— ■ ■ ■ mineral, found uncovered upon a prospect (if the mineral is not 
uncovered, this circumstance may be omitted, and in place of the same 
say), of mineral which I propose to uncover within the legal period (if 
the land is of private ownership, giye the name of the owner, and also 

79 
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whether the land is such, as according to the Royal Decree the permis- 
sion of the owner must be obtained to work the same. In the same man- 
ner shall be set forth whether or not the land has been prospected, and, 
if it has been prospected, whether or not the permisaion of the owner 
was obtained, and remitting the document proving such permission) ; 
the description of the land to be registered is verified as follows; As a 
point of departure take {specify it, showing as far as possible its direc- 
tion and distance from any other undoubted and fixed point), thence in 

--■ ■ — direction, ~ meters (and thus successively until a rectangle 

is formed of the claim or claims petitioned for). 

Therefore prays your excellency that, accepting this petition and the 
amount of 75 escudos which at the same time he deposits, you will 
please to order the prosecution of the proceedings proper to the end that, 
at tjic proper time, a title of ownership may be issued to the undersigned 
by the Superior Civil Governor. 

(xod guard, etc. 

[Date and signature.] 

Note.— Petitions for investigation shall be adjusted to this model with tlie 
necessmy vaiiationa. 

Model No. 3. 
Xo. . Folio, . 

D. X., a resident of , by profession - — — , and years of 

age, living at No. — , street, has presented at — — o'clock on the 

morning (or evening) of the day of the month of — — , year of 

, a petition for the registry of claims of the mine , 

of — .mineral, situated in (here give the boundaries, the 

circumstances contained in the petition in regard to location, class of 
land, name of the owner of the land, whether or not it has been pros- 
pected, etc.). 

This petition hears date on the - — — day of — , — . 

The description made is as follows: (Here copy the description.) 

The amount of 75 escudos have been deposited at the same time (or 
the amount appraised, if a collection of mines is treated of). 

"0. K." 

Secretary. 



(In continuation shaJl be entered the principal acts (diligencias) ii 
carrying on the proceedings.) 

Note — When, instead of being for registry of a mine or registry of an overplus 
the petition is for dross heaps, or any other class of petitions comprehended in thi 
registry book, it shall be so specifically and clearly expressed. 

When the petition is presented by an attorney or a company, the presentatioi 
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of tlie instrument granting said power of attorney or organizing said company 
shall be noted. 

In tne book for recording claims for investigation the same entries shall be 
made in the same order ivith the projier variations. 

BOOK OF EEGISTIiY. 

No. . Folio . 

Government of the Province of ■ — , D. N., Secretary: 

I hereby certify that D., a resident of , has presented at 

o'clock on the morning (or evening) of the day of , 

, a petition for registry, dated on the day of , , 

for a mining claim of mineral, situated within the limits of 

(here give the boundaries), and described in the following form: 
. The amount of has been deposited at the proper 

And in order that it may appear and serve as a receipt to tlie paid D.. 
T issue the present certified copy with the "0. K." of the , on the 

[SLgaature.] 

"0. K." 

Note. — In issuing certified copies different eases iiiust be taken into account, in 
accordance with the notes above. 

Model Ko. 4. 

Department of 

Province of Mines. Year of 

Proceedinga' for 

Number 

For^ of - - named 



Within the limits of the pueblo of 

Interested party, Eesidenee, 

Don:. 

Representative, Residence, 

Don 

Number of claims 

Remitted to the Superior Civil Governor on the day of .. 



'Investigation, registry, widening, increase of claims, overpluses, concentration 
of laborers, or reduction of personnel. 

' Earth heap, dross heap, collection of mipea, etc. 
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TITLE OF OWNEBSHIP. 



D. N. (here give his titles, official), and Superior Civil Governor of 
the Philippini! Islands. 

Whereas I have seen fit to grant to , a concession for , 

within the limits of , Province of — , and decided on the 

day of , , to iesue the present title of ownership in the name 

of H. M. (w. G-. g.), in conformity with the thirty-seventh article of the 
Royal Decree of the 14th of May, 1867, concerning the government of the 

mining industry in these islands, for claims, containing 

square meters of surface, in the form shown in the attached ground plan 

made by Engineer Don , and dated on the day of — -, 

^ at — , of ■ ; with the obligation of complying 

with the following general conditions: 

1. To develop and work , according to the rules of the art, and 

submitting himself and his laborers to the police regulations set forth in 
the Kegulations. 

2. To respond for all damages which a third party may suffer on 
account of said development and work. 

3. To indemnify also his neighbors for injuries which water accumu- 
lated in his works may occasion them, if he, being warned, does not drain 
said water within the period fixed. 

4. To contribute in proportion to the benefit he receives to the drainage 
of adjacent mines and to galleries for drainage and transportation, when 
by authorization of the Superior Governor tlie same are Opened through a 
group of mines or through the entire mining district in which said mine 
ia located. 

5. To commence work as soon as ho takes possession of this concession, 
unless prevented by "force majeure." 

6. To have occupied and active with four laborers for each 

claim during the half of each year. 

7. To timber the mine within the time fixed, when, on account of bad 
management of the workmen, it may be about to fall, unless prevented by 
"force majeure." ' 

8. To place no difficulty or impossibility in the way of the later devel- 
opment of the mineral by avaricious exploitation. 

9. Mot to suspend the work on the mine with the intention of abandon- 
ing it without previously notifying the governor or alcalde, and to leave 
the timbering in good condition. 

10. To pay on account of — — — _ and its products the contributions 
established by the Royal Decree. 

11. To fulfill, in fact, all provisions contained in the Royal Decree and 
Regulations in regard to concessions such as the present. 



[Here lesTO a, apace ol 2 Inches for special condltlona, if any.] 
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Therefore, by virtue of this title I grant to the said — ■ — the 

ownership of , for an unlimited period, as long as he complies with 

the foregoing conditions, in ordei that he may make his exploitation, 
secure the products, and freely dispose of the same; and he may alienate 
said property according to his will and subject to the laws, and enjoy at 
the same time all rights and benefits granted to concessionaries hy the 
Royal Decree and the Mining Regulations. And in order that the above- 
mentioned conditions may be punctually complied with and observed, ae 
well by said eoncessionary as by the authorities, tribunals, corporations, 
and individuals, I have ordered the issuance of this title of ownership, 
which is signed by my hand and sealed with the proper seal, and counter- 
signed by the undersigned secretary of the Government. 

Done on, etc. 

[On back or tbe deed.] 

INTENDENCIA-GENEKAL OP THE PUBLIC TREASURY, 

Registered on the — — day of , . 

Intendencia-General of the Pub. Tr. 

Since the creation of the Diiection of Civil Adminiatration this registry is 
made in the following form : 

"Direction- General of Civil Adminiatration. This deed is registered in Registry 
Book No. , folio , of this inspection. Manila, etc., signed by the inspector." 

SUPEIilOK CIVIL OOYliliNJlENT. 

Registered in the Bureau of Agriculture, Industry, ana CoiiiLiicTce, 
foho — . 

[Signed by tlie clerk ot the Bureau.] 

Model No. 6. 
petition fob oener.\l qallery. 

D. N., a resident of this city, living at No. , street, by pro- 
fession , and years of age, to your excellency respectfully 

represents : 

That I desire to undertake work looking toward the opening of a gen- 
eral gallery for investigation (drainage or transportation), which shall 

be called — , within the limits of , and place called , 

public lands, bounded , in conformity in all particulars with the 

report and ground plan of Engineer ■ ■■- ■■ — , which I herewith 

present. 

To this end, and having made the proper agreements with Don 

and Don , owners of the mines {or interested in 

the registrations), located within the territory to be traversed by 

the said gallery, as shown by the attached documents. 
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- pray your excellency that, having accepted this petition with aecom- 
panying documents, you will be pleased to order the proper proceedings, 
to the end that, at the proper time, the Superior Government may author- 
ize the opening of the said gallery hereby petitioned for. 
God guard, etc. 

Note. — When the ground is of private ownership the name of the owner must be 
given; if, also, the ground be of the class on which permission must be obtained, 
this eireum stance. must be noted, showing whether or not the permission has been 
granted for the purposes set forth. 
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REGISTRATION OF EXPEDDSNTES. 

And Othsr Orders 



[Manila Oaiette, September 3, 1876.] 

Notwithstanding the publications, fii-st in the Manila Gazette, August 
6, 1868, and later on April 18, 1874, of the Royal Decree regarding the 
mining laws of these islands, and the Hegulations for their execution, it 
has come to be observed that in the larger part of the expedientes of 
records, having their origin in the governments of the provinces, errors 
are committed or formalities omitted which sometimcB invalidate them, 
and other times delay the final action upon them, to the disadvantage of 
the State and the individuals. 

To put a stop to these irregularities, and to provide that the said Eoyal 
Decree and Regulations be observed and complied with in the future 
with greater exactitude, this General Direction, in conformity with the 
suggestions furnished by the inspection of mines of these islands, has 
decided to send to you the present circular, which explains the principal 
proceedings which the expedientes have to undergo to be in accord with 
the said legislation. 

First. The petition for registration of a mine should be in strict 
accord with Form Ko. 2, printed at the end of the Regulations, both 
the interested parties and the governors taking care that in the descrip- 
tion of the claims and the fixing of the point of commencing they observe 
the necessary clearness and exactitude, the persons registering paying 
at the time of presentation the amount of $37.50 for ordinary concessions 
or the proper amount if it concerns groups of mines, as is provided in 
Article 50 of the Regulations. 

Second. The governor, upon receiving the petition, will note upon 
it by a certificate signed by him, or by his secretary, if there is one, the 
day, hour, and minute of the presentation, ordering then its admission, 
saving a better right, and delivering to the interested party the proper 
receipt, giving the date, hour, and minute, as well as the amount 
deposited. 



V, Google 



92 ABJ^iTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

While the govern riifiits of the provinces are being provided with books 
with stub receipts, which is spoken of in Article 34 of the Regulations, 
they should provide themselves with others provisionally in which shall 
be registered all the proceedings indicated in said article and in the 
twenty-second of the Royal Decree. 

Third. Before the third day, after the presentation of the petition, the 
registration shall be published, giving the description of the claims, upon 
the board of announcements of the capital, and the announcement shall 
be sent to the petty governor of the district in whose jurisdiction the 
mine is situated for publication by means of proclamations, making this 
appear by a statement in the expedicnte and attaching thereto as soon 
as possible the proclamations shown to the public. 

Pourth. In the period of twenty days from the presentation of the 
petition, the person registering should present a certificate from the 
petty governor or a local authority that the landmarks are fixed in a 
clear manner. 

Fifth. Before the expiration of a period of four months, spoken of in 
Articles 28 and 30 of the Boyal Decree and Articles 45 and 52 of the 
Regulations, the person registering shall complete the legal labor of 10 
meters in depth by a shaft or in length by a ditch or canal, in order to 
uncover the vein, and shall petition from the governor the demarcation 
of the claims presenting specimens of the mineral. 

Sixth. The petition for demarcation having been admitted by the gov- 
ernor, he shall send the original expediente to the genera! inspection of 
mines in order that an engineer shall make the survey and demarcation. 

Upon sending the expedientes from the governments, it should be 
shown at the end, by the secretary, or if there is none, by the governor 
himself, the number of folios they contain, that the blank spaces are 
filled in, and any other circumstances which appear important to each 

Seventh. Within a period of thirty days, commencing on the day fol- 
lowing the demarcation, the interested party will deliver to the govern- 
ment of the province, in stamped paper for paying governmental con- 
tributions, the amount of $7.50 for each complete or incomplete per- 
tenencia which may be the object of the expediente, and in addition the 
sum equal to the sealed paper (papel del sello) upon which the title of 
the property is to be written. 

Eighth. The expediente having been acted upon and returned by the 
general inspection of mines to the governjaent of the province, the gov- 
ernor uniting the paper for paying governmental contributions or the 
document acknowledging the payment by the person in the proceedings 
for registration of the amounts specified in the preceding requisite, shall 
send the original to this General Direction for the issuing of the title to 
the property. 
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mi^^es— circular. 

Direci'!ON-Genekal of Civil Admin isiration. 

The Jinportanee of tlic LiicoiinigunioDt of the elements of ^vealtli 
guarded by the soil of the Philippines and the neglect, unfortunately, 
of the regulating control which the public administration must exer- 
cise over one of the elements which can attain great importance in 
these islands (such as raining in its broadest acceptation), as at times 
developed, compel this General- Direction to communicate with you to 
remind you in a very few words of the most essential formalities which 
the provincial public administration must comply with in the delicate 
period of formation and consolidation of the concessions of this depart- 
ment. The regulating control which the pulilie administration exercises 
in it has for its object the avoiding of the disturbances that could be 
produced in prejudice to other existing rights to t)ic soil or subsoil, but 
at the same time tends to favor the legitimate efforts of those who intend 
to dedicate themselves to mining without discouraging their energies with 
neglect, postponements, and delays which the legislation of the branch 
itself condemns. To avoid these, that legislation published in the 
Official Gazettes of thia capital of August (i. 1868, April 18, 1874, Octo- 
ber 4, 1888, November 11, 18^0, and JIarch 29, 1891, and which is 
liesides set forth in various works of administration referring to this 
archipelago, should be frequently consulted. 

The reading of those dispositions will give you an understanding of 
the careful details, all important, to which it is necessary to attend, in 
order that the mining concessions may be granted with great facility 
and in a very short time, but among them there are some salient points 
which influence the very existence of the records of concessions, which 
are brieily the following : 

1. Presentation of the petition for location and investigation, with its 
clear and precise designation, and stating the name to be given the mine, 
the kind of mineral and number of claims; to be accompanied by the 
necessary deposit to cover the professional expenditures. It then is the 
duty of the public administration to issue the proper receipt, in which 
shall be expressed the date and hour of the presentation of the location 
or investigation petition. 

2. Formal publication of the land designated before the third day 
in order that it may be brought to the knowledge of those who may 
oppose it, to be made by proclamations published in the town from 
which the petition emanates and also by posting the proper edicts on the 
announcement boards of the offices of the Government and of the council 
of the town of the petitioner. 

3. Presentation of the certificate of marking out the ground hefore 
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tweniy days after the presentation of tlic registry, for which also the 
proper administrative receipt will be issued. 

4. The edicts of aiLDouiicement are to be kept on the boards mentioned 
for sixty days, proven by certificates, which must also be attached to the 
record, all claims which may be presented being admitted and decided in 
this time. 

5. Presentation of the petition in which the amount of work required 
by law ia shown to have been done, and in which the demarcation of the 
registry is asked, before four months after being so asked. 

The essential conditions and the other details required by the Eegula- 
tions being complied with, the original record must be remitted to the 
General Inspectorate of Mines in order that the expert examination and 
consequent demarcation may be made after the necessary announce- 
ments. 

The public administration can not omit any detail prescribed by 
regulations since they all tend to facilitate its progress and to demon- 
strate the justice of its action, but if the interested party should fail to 
comply with any of the conditions required of him, within a short time 
after the expiration of which the proper legal action shall be decreed. 

After reading this circular you will report to this General Direction 
that you have done so and also that a copy of it has been made in the 
bureau or office where the records of mining concessions are acted upon. 

M,i.NiLA., September 16, 1893. 



Royal Decree of — — — , 1896. 

Gaeeta de Manila fqf 1896, Vol. I, p. 1, complains that no report has 
been made on the mineral situation in the islands for the first half of 
1892, and subsequent years, although same was specifically called for by 
Eoyal Order, March 28, 1894. 

Remarks that according to private advices much exploitation of gold 
mines has been going on in the districts of Mambulao and Paracale in 
both Camarines, and that no official report has been made of the same. 



Manila, September 31, 1897. 

Upon the recommendation of the Inspectorate- General of Mines and in 
conformity with the General Direction of Civil Administration, and with 
the object of accelerating as far as possible the gathering of mining 
statistics * • * ^y beginning a diligent campaign of surveying, to 
the end that the receipts of the Treasury may be increased, * * * j 
have this day decreed the following; 

Art. 1. All the civil governors and politico-military chiefs of the dif- 
ferent pro^dnces, districts, and eommanderies shall remit to the Inspec- 
torate-General of Mines, as soon as they have had knowledge of this 
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decree, a very detailed statement of the records of mining registries and 
investigations and permissions for prospecting which are on file in the 
office of the same, in conformity with the model which said Inspectorate 
must draw up, to accompany the circular transmitting this decree, which 
shall be issued by the General- Direction of Civil Administration, showing 
at the same time the action taken in regard to them. 

Art. S. They shall also report the records acted upon during the pre- 
ceding economic year, stating in detail the action taken as to oaeh of 
them. 

Art. 3. They shall remit as soon as possible to the said Inspectorate- 
General all those records for the surveying of the land in order that the 
said Inspectorate may proceed with said operation with the greatest zeal, 
so that the same may begin at the proper time to pay its dues into the 
internal revenue as is just. 

Art. 4. Said data being received, the Inspectorate-General of Mines 
shall remit to this General Government, through the General Direction 
of Civil Administration, in order that from here it may be in turn 
remitted to the Ministry of Colonies, a very detailed statement or general 
report of the mining industry in this archipelago. 

F. DE Rivera. 

EoYAL Decree, Novkmbkk 21, 1895. 

[Aloubilla, 189B.] 

Art. 1. The period of exemption from annual fees (canon annual) 
enjoyed by mining claims of iron and combustibe minerals under 
Article 78 of *he Royal Decree of May 14, 1867, establishing the system 
of administration of mines in the Philippines, is hereby extended for 
twenty years. 

AitT. 2. For the same period is postponed the impost of 3 per cent upon 
all substances, embraced in Article 1 of said Royal Decree, enjoyed by 
virtue of Article 80 thereof. 
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About the year 1875 there was introduced and reeomiiiunded to the 
Government of Spain a proposition for a systematic study of the geo- 
logical formations of the Filipino Archipelago, with a view to increase 
the development of the mining industry, and more especially for the 
purpose of developing the deposits of coal in the islands, which agitation 
was continued for several years, resulting in the formation of a consid- 
erahle number of companies with large capital for the development of 
coal fields, and the issuance of various royal orders and decrees modify- 
ing the rigorous rule of the Eoyal Decree of 1867, and the Regulations 
thereunder, especially with regard to the superintendence of coal mines 
by the Corps of Engineers. 

A brief abstract of these orders and decrees follows : 

Royal Oudeb or June 14, 1876. 

In its preamble, acknowledging a letter of September 14, 1875, this 
order approves of the recommendations for geological studies and the 
making of geological maps for the encouragement of the mining in- 
dustry, and more especially for the purpose of developing the produc- 
tion of coal with a view to furnishing the coal required by the vessels 
engaged in navigation in the archipelago and under the Spanish flag 
(both commercial and naval) without being obliged to procure the coal 
needed for that purpose from foreign lands. 

To this end the Eoyal Order directs that this systematic study of 
geological formations be instituted, and that geological maps he made 
and that in the budget of 1876-77 an appropriation shall be included to 
carry this order into effect. (See Manila Gazette of August 11, 1876. 
Diecionario de Administraeion de las Fiiipinas, 1888, Vol, II, p. 559.) 

Royal Ohder of July 22, 1878. 

This order, referred to in a subsequent Eoyal Order of April 6, 1878, 
was issued in reference to the police, sanitation, and engineering super- 
vision of the coal company "La Paz," operating near Sugut, in the Prov- 
ince of Albay. I have been unable to find this Royal Order so far, but 
its contents are immaterial (apparently), since the subject-matter is fully 
covered by Koyal Orders of subsequent date, viz, April 6, 1878, and Octo- 
ber 28, 1890. 
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Royal Obdeb of April 6, 1878. 



This order was based upon a recommendation that the Govemmeut 
subscribe for two hundred shares of 900 pesos each in the mining com- 
pany "La Paz," having for its object the development of coal deposits 
near Sugut, in the Province of Albay. 

The Government declined to become a shareholder in a private cor- 
poration, as one of bad policy and of questionable economy, but calls 
attention to the Royal Order of June 14, 1S76 (above quoted), as an 
evidence of its interest in the development of the general mining 
resources of the archipelago, and more especially of the coal fields, and 
in conclusion says; 

"First. That the King expresses pleasure that he has in the good 
wishes of the Governor-General for the development of the coal industry 
of Sugut, represented by the corporation of 'La Paz,' expressive of his 
patriotism, which in many like instances has appeared to give encourage- 
ment to this important industry. 

"Second. Refuses to allow the Government funds to be invested in 
private companies such as 'La Paz.' 

"Third. That, in order to facilitate the advancement of these enter- 
prises, your excellency submit in the shortest possible time a system of 
regulations which should be formulated for the most suitable super- 
vision by engineers of mining exploitations under the first and second 
general provisions of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 186T. 

"Fourth. That while these regulations are being published, your excel- 
lency provide that persons in charge of coal mines in the capacity of 
managers shall be engineers or superintendents of mines, with diplomas 
as such obtained in Spain or in a foreign country, to the end that they 
may unite the necessary and proper skill for the management of mines 
to advantage, and guarantee the successful outcome of the interests 
placed in their charge, and the police and sanitation as was provided by 
the Boyal Order of July 22, 187(1, for the same company of 'La Paz.'" 

On January 30, 1854, a Eoyal Order was issued, based upon an ap- 
plication and proposition of Don Diego Viiia to sell to the Government 
the claims which the company presided over by him was then working 
in the Island of Cebu. 

The decree refuses to purchase the mines, and gives some instructions 
as to looking up the quality of coal in the islands and directing the 
Governor- General to assist in the development of coal mining. 

By fioyal Order of January 30, 1856, the Govemor-Generar was 
directed to so arrange that the various coal mining operations in the 
Island of Cebu have the chance of furnishing coal to the Government for 
steam vessels at the same price as was paid for foreign coal. 

By a decree of the Governor- General of July 13, 1859, the denounce- 
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ment of claims in the Island of Cebu, and their registry, was prohibited. 
By Itoyal Order of April 3, ISfiO, the order of the Governor- General of 
July 13, 1859, which decreed the prohihition of registry and denounce- 
ment of coal mines in the Island of Cebu, was revoked and the general 
mining law relating to coal was extended to the Island of Cebu equally 
with other provinces of the archipelago. 

The notation of these decrees is inserted for the purpose of calling 
attention to the fact that the encouragement of the coal mining industry 
is of earlier origin in the archipelago than the mining law of 186'?, which 
is now in force. 



By Royal Order of August 33, 1890 (published October 16, 1890), 
among other things contained in said decree it was stated : 

"That in spite of the disposition of the Royal Order of April 6, 1878, a 
person without a professional diploma from Spain or a foreign country 
can continue directing the working of coal mines of Cebu, approving the 
authorization ceded by the Governor- General to that effect; but consid- 
ering that the safety and health of laborers in the mines would not be 
sufficiently protected if the fourth provision of said Royal Order were 
abolished entirely, it is therefore resolved that the said provision remain 
in force in its entirety, as the Inspector- General of the Department pro- 
posed, for those coal mining exploitations whose annual production ex- 
ceeds 5,000 tons, and that those whose production does not reach that 
amount can be managed by persons who, without having a professional 
diploma, show sufficient technical or practical skill before the Inspection 
in the form that the superior authority of these islands determines upon 
for this purpose, it being at the same time the wish of His Majesty that 
the Intendencia of Hacienda be advised through the General Govern- 
ment that in forming the preliminary estimate for 1891 they include the 
amounts necessary for the increase of the staff of the mining department, 
with an engineer and an experienced assistant, as is now required for the 
suitable discharge of the duties assigned to the Inspectorate of the 
Department." 



[Gazette of Manila. November 11.] 

Under the implied authority and to complete the instructions of the 
Royal Orders of April 6, 1878, and August 33, 1890, which refer to the 
working of mineral coal of these islands, the Governor- General on Octo- 
ber 38, 1890, issued the following instructions: 

1. The persons who as professional directors place themselves at the 
head of coal workings whose production should be more than 5,000 tons 
annually must be engineers or superintendents of mines, with cer- 
tificates as such obtained in Spain or in a foreign country. 
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3. For this purpose the proprietors of this kind of workings or com- 
panies owning the same shall present to the General Direction of Civil 
Administration a petition, accompanied by the certificate, which shall 
accredit their professional faculties. These certificates shall be examined 
by the General Inspectorate of Mines, which shall issue an opinion as to 
their validity. In case they should he declared valid the General Gov- 
ernment shall issue the competent personal authorization to the peti- 
tioner for the exercise of his profession in these islands, to be written on 
stamped paper of the fourth class if the certificates should be from for- 
eign countries. In the latter case the Ministry of Colonics shall be 
informed of the authorization granted. 

3, The contiguous mines or groups of mines which have been allowed 
concentration of labor in accordance with the legislation of the depart- 
ment and whose production should not he 6,000 tons may be directed 
by persons who do not possess professional certificates above mentioned, 
provided they obtain the special authorization specified in the following 
article, 

4, To obtain this' authorization it is necessary: (1) To be over 25 
years of age and to prove in any way that may appear euificient that 
they have been foremen in charge of workings or professional opera- 
tives in any mining work, national or foreign. (2) To prove before the 
Inspectorate- Gen era! of Mines practical competence on the following 
points ; 

Idea of how strata of coal, and particularly those of lignite and the 
locks that generally accompany them, lie. 

Manner of sinking sliafts and running galleries in coal and country 
rock. 

Timbering and more especially shoring. 

Natural ventilation, and how it may bo accelerated in necessary eases. 

Lighting; precautions. 

Workings of profit in coal strata. 

Drainage of workings in the most simple cases. 

Extraction and transportation of the products in the most simple cases. 

Classifications, cleaning and storage of coal. 

Workings of the compass and most elementary manner of drawing a 
plan of the workings. 

Slight legal knowledge of the duties and rights pertaining to a mining 
concession in these islands. 

5, Those who wish this special authorization shall direct their peti- 
tions to the General Inspectorate of Mines, accompanied by the docu- 
ments already cited and the certificates that may be deemed convenient. 
The Inspectorate shall fix the day for the practical examination of the 
petitioner, after which a record shall be made which shall be attached 
to the above document. 

If the result of the practical examination should be favorable, a copy 
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of the recoril shall be made on stamped paper of the fifth class, which 
must be vis^d by the Very Illustrious Director- General of Civil Admin- 
istration, and this document shall serve as a basis for the authorization 
which the latter, upon the recommendation of the Inspectorate, shall 
grant the petitioner to direct coal mines whose production does not 
amount to 5,000 tons. 

G. In order that these instructions may be duly complied with the 
Inspectorate-General of Mines, represented by an engineer, shall make 
the yearly regulation visit, verifying more especially the production of 
the mines classed according to Article 3. 

7. If as a consequence of the visits the engineer should find that the 
yield of the mines is greater than that which their professional director 
may authorize, the punishment provided for the cases by Article 49 of 
the Hoyal Decree of Mining in force in these islands shall be imposed 
upon the company or owner. 

The fine shall be collected by the chief of the province under his own 
personal responsibility. 

The mine owners may protest against the penalty imposed, applying to 
the General Direction of Civil Administration, which shall definitely 
decide the question after hearing the General Inspectorate of the Depart- 
ment, in conformity with Article 84 of the said Hoyal Decree. 



Eoyal Order of February 3, 1891, refers to the instructions of October 
28, 1890, complementary of the Eoyal Order of August 23, 1890 (which 
order applied to Cebu only). The instructions are declared to "fully 
merit the end in view — viz, to facilitate exploitation of coal without 
detriment to the obligation of the Government to protect workingmen, it 
has been deemed proper to approve said instructions," and they are made 
general and applied to every portion of the archipelago. 

Decree of the Superior Civil Government of 14th of April, 1874. 

[Manila Gazette ol tbe IStb.] 

Having observed the defective formalities practiced by the chiefs of the 
provinces as to proceedings of the registry of mines, which defects bring 
about difficulties and delay in the dispatch of such business, this Superior 
Civil Government, upon the recommendation of the Inspector-General of 
Mines, orders the official republication of the Eoyal Decree and Eegula- 
tions of the 14th of May, 1867, concerning the management and control 
of the mining industry in these islands, to the end that, in the future, 
ignorance of the said law can not be alleged, and therefore no class or 
kind of irregularity which may be committed as to said proceedings shall 
be excusable. 

All chiefs of provinces shall collect and file said law, making imme- 
diate report of having done so. 
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CONCESSIONARIES OF MINES WHO RENOUNCE THEIR PROPERTY 
WITHOUT OWING ANYTHING TO THE TREASURY CAN RECOVER 
THEIR CONCESSION BY A PRESCRIBED METHOD. 

EoYAL Ordeh of Febkuahy 4, 1891. 

[Gazette ot Madrid, February 7. 1S91.] 

According to existing mining law, acts no less fundamental and impor- 
tant than concessions of mining property and extinction thereof are 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the civil governor of the province; 
and to such a pass has this spirit of decentralization reached that against 
their decrees declaring such rights extinct no appeal lies to the Ministry, 
and they can only be litigated through conteneioso-admini strati vo pro- 
ceedings in the provincial tribunals, so that the most vital part of our sys- 
tem of mining administration, the initiation and teimination of property 
rights, is intrusted to said functionary. 

Inasmuch, then, as they already have such ample attributes, being the 
authorities called upon to grant applications for mining concessions, and 
to arrange the titles to property therein, and having jurisdiction, as they 
do, of renunciation of such property, there is no reason why they should 
not decree the annulment of such renunciations, especially if we remem- 
ber that they are empowered to rehabilitate concessions of persons who, 
having forfeited their right by failure to pay the tax (canon), liquidate 
their indebtedness before the public auction has taken place. Wherefore, 
His Majesty » * * jj^g declared that concessionaries of mines who 
renounce their property without owing anything to the Treasury may 
recover such concessions, provided no right has been created in favor of a 
third person; and the governor of the province shall have jurisdiction 
over all questions relative to annulment of said rights, 

SUPPRESSION OF THE GENERAL INSPECTORATE. 

BoYAL Ohdek of March 8, 1886. 

[Manila Gazette of April 29. 1SS6.I 

Most Excellent Sir : Her Majesty the Queen Regent has considered 
it proper to decree, on the 26th of February, the following: 

Art. 1. After the 1st of July of the current year the General Inspecto- 
rate of Mines and the Geological Commission of the Philippine Islands 
are abolished. 

Art. 8. The office of General Directorate of Civil Administration of 
these islands shall be increased by the position of Chief Engineer of the 
Department of Mines, a position of assistant of the second class of the 
same Department, and positions of draftsmen, ail these with the duties 
and salaries which at present pertain to them. 

This staff will lend its services to the Department of Industries of said 
Directorate. 
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GEOLOGICAL STUDIES. 
BoYAL Okder of Febhuakv 9, 1888. 

[Manila Gazette o£ April 7, ISSS.] 

There existing in the present estimate of expenses for these islands a 
provision for the salaries of tJie staff in charge of mines and geological 
works and the continuance of these studies being of highest importance, 
which were aholished by the modification which was introduced into the 
Department of Mines after July 1, 1886, by virtue of tlie Royal Decree of 
February 26, 188G, His Majesty the King, and in his name the Queen 
Begent, has considered it proper to provide that the above-mentioned 
duties be undertaken again by the staff of the Department of JMines of 
this archipelago, commencing in the Island of Panav, in which some 
investigations have already been made by it. 

SEISMOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

EOYAL OUDEE OF THE 4tH OF ApEIL, 1882. 

Simply orders that certain apparatus be provided, and that tliu obser- 
vations shall be under the charge of the Inspector of Mines in Manila 
and his assistants at other points mentioned. 

MINERAL SPRINGS. 

Decree of the General Government of the 15tii of Decembbe,1884. 

tGazett« of Manila at tbe ISih.] 

Aet. 1. A Special commission is hereby created, charged with the study 
of the mineral springs of the Island of Luzon, and the investigation, on 
the ground first and afterwards in the laboratory, of the nature and com- 
position of the waters, their therapeutic properties and the elimatological 
conditions of the points or localities where they come to the surface, 
authorizing for this purpose the necessary expenses for carrying out this 
work, which shall be considered as extraordinary in an additional article 
of Chapter 3 of the provincial budget for general expenses. 

Aiir. 2, Said commission, after terminating its work, shall draft a 
report in which shall appear a detailed statement of expenses, and shall 
be enumerated all circumstances worthy of mention, and such scientific 
deductions as may be conducive to the utilizing of said springs. 

Art. 3. The said commission shall be composed as follows : An en- 
gineer of the Mining Corps, a physician, and a pharmacist, appointed 
upon the recommendation of the Director-General of Civil Administra- 
tion. 

Art. 4. The said office sliall recommend to me the salaries which these 
functionaries should receive, provided they do not already draw salary 
on account of their offices, and such other particulars as may relate to the 
work mentioned; and likewise, the established formalities being observed, 
it shall recommend the approval of the expenses and the granting of 
such credits as may be necessary. 
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Decree of the Director-General of Civil Administration, 
May 4, 1898. 

[Attached to Expedlente No. 1. "Hlqueia." filed in the Miniag Bureau on May 3, 1893, 
and In the tollowing form.] 

Maniia, May S, 189S. 

Most Excellent Sir : Mr. Nonito Prim y Llops, a Peninsular Span- 
iard, appeals to your excellency by the annexed petition for registration 
of a group of 25 gold mining claims, situatud in Tacbong-bong, in the 
pueblo of Pigtao, municipal district of Yponan, of the P. M. govern- 
ment of Cagayan de Misamis, that on account of the present condition 
of the blockade of Manila, he can not address directly the capital of the 
district, as demanded by the mineral regulations in force, for the de- 
parture of any ship from the Bay of Manila is in every way impossible, 
and in order not to lose the right of priority which lawfully and in 
justice should assist him, he begs your excellency that you consider it 
proper to order the admission of this expediente in the General Inspection 
of Mines, which now is the one most proper to admit this class of peti- 
tions, upon the staff being previously notified. 

This inspection can only show to your excellency that in its opinion 
the admission of this registration is undoubtedly proper in order to 
preserve the just rights of priority which the law concedes to the regis- 
tering of mines, in order that all resulting rights shall attach to it at the 
proper time, as the alleged impossibility is manifestly and unfortunately 
demonstrated. 

Respecting the legal deposit which accompanies this petition, this 
General Inspection is of the opinion that it should not be received, in 
order to save all pecuniary responsibility which would result in case 
this place should suffer an invasion on the part of the enemy which is 
besieging it, and cause a loss of this deposit, which would fall later upon 
the person who received it; but, if agreeable, it should be certified as 
having been presented at the proper time. 

The matters referred to and presented in this case certainly should be 
applicable to the other expedientes which are in the same condition; so 
thinks the General Inspection under my charge, and proposes to your 
excellency the following: 

First. That it proceed with the admission of this petition for registra- 
tion of a mine, giving a stub receipt, the same as are issued by the pro- 
vincial governments at the present time, opening for this purpose a book 
in this General Inspection. 

Second. That the deposit ought to be returned to the petitioner, cer- 
tifying that it has been presented, and that at the proper time the 
expenses should be paid, caused by the demarcation, which is the funda- 
mental rule of the mineral legislation regarding this class of deposits. 

Third. That in the future, and while the present state of insurrection 
of the country and international war exists, there can be presented and 
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admitted in this General Inspection all expedieates placing them In a 
special book, and issuing corresponding stuh receipts, signed "V. B." 
(Visto Bueno), admitted by the Inspector-General in the place where the 
governors or chiefs of the provinces formerly signed, following thereafter 
the natural coiirse of these expedientes, except the publication of notices 
in the localities, which is impossible for the same reason mentioned 
regarding the presentation for registration. 

Your exeelloncy, nevertheless, will decide what is Just. 

Luis Espina y Capo, [seal.] 

Manila, May i, 1S98. 
So ordered. 

Moncada. 

Decuee of the Director-General of Civil Administration, 

IfOVEMREE 6, 1898. 

[Attached to Sipedlente No. 1, ■'Riciueia."] 

Manila, November 6, 189S. 
Most Excellent Sir : The present expediento ought to have had its 
demarcation made within from three to six months following its receipt, 
according to the order of Article 31 of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 1867, 
but on account of reasons which your excellency knows perfectly well, 
owing to the state of war in which we have lived during the time this 
legal proceeding should have been carried out. it could not be effected. 

Therefore, in accordance with the law in force concerning this depart- 
ment, this time is extended indefinitely tmtil circumstances are favorable 
for performing this kind of field work, which requires considerations of 
personal safety. 
Your excellency will decide. 
I am, most excellent sir, 

Ldi8 Ebpina t Capo, [seal.] 

So ordered. 

MONOADA. 

geological ip4vestigati0ns. 
Royal Order of November 35, 1876. 

Madrid, July IS, 1S76. 
Most Excellent Sir : By Royal Order communicated to-day by the 
Most Excellent Minister of Colonies, T send to your excellency the 
attached copy of the instructions given by the Commission of the Geolog- 
ical Map of Spain, and in order to carry on the geological works and 
investigations, and prepare the maps of the archipelago, under your able 
authority, that you deliver them to the Inspector- General of Mines to be 
carried out. 
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And saiii superior authority having so ordered by decree of this day, I 
transmit to you for your information the accompanying copy of the 
instructions to which the above lioyal Order refers. 

Most excellent sir, to begin the geological investigation of the Philip- 
pine Islands there should be borne in nnnd the great extent of the same, 
the antiquated conditions prevailing there, and the small number of 
inhabitants in even very extensive territories. The interior of the large 
island of Mindanao is almost entirely unknown, the same is true of Min- 
doro and Paragua, a large part of the Island of Negros, and even in the 
Island of Ijuzod there exist vast areas almost deserted, where the means of 
communication arc very difficult. 

Under such conditions geological investigations of a general character 
should be limited to general observations, exploraticms, and the prepara- 
tion of rough sketches, with notes, which can give an idea, even if only 
approximate, of the mineralogical formation of the archipelago. To 
attempt anything further at present would demand considerable expense, 
which it is impossible to sustain, and a large period of time, which is 
directly opposed to the wishes, very properly held, by that central Depart- 
ment of the Government, that the same should he of practical result as 
soon as possible and serve as a basis for industrial development. 

At the same time that they undei'take these rapid investigations of 
large territories it will be convenient, selecting from them districts of 
more limited areas in which are found minerals of industrial use, to make 
a more careful examination of the deposits, and especially of the sub- 
stances which are the object of the mining industry. Therefore, in mak- 
ing the sketch and notes concerning the Province of Albay there should 
be inchided another study, more in detail of the part of the territory 
where coal is found, and the same should he done in the Province of 
Southern Camarines, and in those of Samar, Cebu, and ISTegros, where 
they have also found combustible mineral, and a similar method will have 
to be employed in places where there are deposits of metal, as those of 
gold in Northern Camarines, Misaniis, Surigao, and other provinces, 
those of copper in Lepanto, and those of iron in Culacan and Nueva 
Eeija. By this method, while a general idea is being had, in a compara- 
tively short space of time, of the mineralogical formation of the archipel- 
ago, more definite and exact facts can be obtained concerning those dis- 
tricts where there are mineral substances immediately applicable to indus- 
try, and which can contribute, in a large measure, to the prosperity of 
those remote provinces. 

Therefore, the accompanying instructions were made, which, in the 
opinion of this commission, should have only a temporary effect, as before 
adopting definite instructions the official opinion of the Inspector of 
Mines of the Philippines should be had. 

Therefore, after unanimous agreement of the Board of Inspection of 
the Geological Map of Spain, it can report to the directing governmental 
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center, under the able direction of your exeelleney, in accordance with the 
Eoyal Order eonimunicated to this commission on the 1st day of this 
month. 

God grant, etc. 

ANI'DKIO Hkrnandez, 

IHrecior Pro Tent. 
To tho Most Excellent Director-Genekal of Administration 

iND Industries of the Department of the Colonies, 



First. The geological investigation of the Philippine Islands should be 
carried on by the preparation of hasty geological sketches of the provinces 
on a scale of 1 to 400,000. 

Second. To each rough geological sketch of a province should be added 
a distinct statement containing physical, geological, and geographical 
descriptions, showing in detail the niineralogical conditions; likewise the 
different geological formations should be treated. 

Third. In addition to this preliminary investigation there should be 
prepared a special treatise more in detail upon the lands offering imme- 
diate industrial interest on account of containing combustible material, 
metals, or other products which are the object of mining, and on a scile 
proportionate to the extent and importance of the locality, attempting to 
collect as many facts as possible upon mineral deposits which through 
their importance can be developed to advantage, indicating the means of 
utilizing them and the obstacles which have to be overcome to attain this 
end. 

Fourth. As illustrative of the descriptions and geological maps there 
should he formed duplicate collections of rocks, minerals, and fossils ; in 
both collections the specimens shall have corresponding numbers, one of 
the collections being placed in the Inspectorate of Mines of the Philip- 
pines and the other being sent to the Eseentive Commission of the Geo- 
logical Map of Spain, 

Fifth. Every year the Inspector of Mines of the Philippines sliould 
give a detailed report to the Minister of the Colonies and the Executive 
Commission of the Geological Map of Spain, concerning the works com- 
pleted in the preceding year and the progress made in other lines 
undertaken. 

Sixth. Upon the completion of the geological sketch of a province or 
one of the districts referred to in Article 3 the corresponding explanation 
should be prepared, in preparing which it should be borne in mind that 
the principal object of these investigations is to obtain practical l>enefit8 
and results; and under such a point of view facts are of primary impor- 
tance and theoretical speculations of little value. 
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Seventh. Considering the importance of investigating the resources of 
the areliipulago in compustible mineral, the geological studies should be 
commenced on the ground in the Province of Albay, where there are out- 
croppings of coal, and continued in the adjoining province of SoHthem 
Camarines, in the vicinity of Tjagonoy and the lands at Caramuan, then 
extending the investigations to the entire territory of the two provinces. 

Eighth. The Inspector of Mines of the Philippines, after examining 
these instructions and those which the Minister of the Colonies may deem 
proper to give, should propose, as soon as possible, such additions and 
modifications as in his opinion should be made to fulfill the intended 
object of making the geological investigation of those provinces of ma- 
terial advantage as soon as possible. 

Madrid, July 15, 1876. The Director Pro Tem., Antonio Hernandez. 
A copy. The Director-General, Cisneros. A copy. Villaralbo. (Berriz. 
Year 1888, p. 561.) 

Decree of the General Directorate of Civil Administration 
OP December 4, 1878. 

[Manila Gazette of December 10.] 

Manila, December 4, 1878. 

In accordance with the proposal of the General Inspectorate of Mines 
regarding the request for instructions made by the political military gov- 
ernor of Snrigao, concerning a complaint presented to that government 
by Mr. Mariano Vallerino against the working by the natives of gold- 
bearing lands in uncultivated mountains as well as rivers arid placers; 

Considering that gold-bearing placers not only are found in the vicin- 
ity of rivers, but that likewise they can exist in uncultivated mountains, 
to which the complaint presented refers ; 

Considering that Article 6, as well as Articles 3 and t of the Eoj'al 
Decree upon the mining laws of these islands, and various other articles 
. of the Regulations for it* execution, refer to the working of the surface 
ground and not to that underneath the surface, and that therefore the 
law declares these workings free when on public lands and not carried on 
by underground labors; considering that claims can be conceded upon 
this kind of ground for the exclusive use of an individual on condition 
that he construct a fixed establishment and comply with the other pro- 
visions of the law, this Directorate hereby denies the complaint of Mr. 
Mariano Vallerino, who can only prevent the working by the natives of 
gold-bearing ground inside the boundaries of his concession; but in no 
way on lands not conceded, whether they be rivers, placers, or uncnlti- 
■vated mountains, provided always that the mining is carried on by sur- 
face work only. 

Communicate this resolution to the political military governor of Suri- 
_gao, and as similar questions may arise in other provinces where gold- 
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bearing placer ground is worked, pubiieli it in the Gazette for general 
information, 

C. DE Hereeka. 

MINERAL \7ATERS. 

RoTAL Odder op July 2, 1885. 

Maduid, July 2, 1885. 

Most Excellent Sir: Having examined the communication of your 
excellency. No. 163, of April 9, with which was forwarded the petition 
presented by Mr. Jose A. Guillen, to acquire the title to some mineral 
waters at Gabas, in the Province of La Laguna, in these islands, and 
instructions were requested about the method of acting upon this peti- 
tion; having examined Article 43 of the Ijaw of Waters of August 3, 
1866, in force in those islands, prescribing "that title to mineral medi- 
cinal waters be acquired by the same means as surface and subterranean 
waters," and that therefore the petition under coasideration should be 
acted upon in accordance with the provisions of the said law. His Majesty 
the King, whom God preserve, has been pleased to order that your excel- 
lency be informed that the matter under consideration be acted upon, tak- 
ing into consideration what is laid down in the general rules contained in 
Article 193 and following of the said Law of Waters, as far as they are 
applicable without complicating the proceedings. By royal order I 
inform your excellency of this for your information and advising you how 
to proceed. 

May God protect your excellency many years. 

Tejada, 

To THE Governoh-Genkeal of the Philippine Islands. 

MiNiLA, August 22, 1883. 
Let it be complied with and transmitted to the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration to carry it into effect. 

Terrero. 
(Berriz. Year 1888, p. 563.) 

Eotal Order of August !>, 1882, through the Minister 
OF THE Colonies — No. G64. 

[Qazetts of Manila, October 18. 1882.] 

Madrid, August 9. 1882. 
Considering the report of the Minister of Marine Affairs, and the vital 
importance of developing coal mining in our own territory, so that ships 
of war, as well as merchantmen, and industries requiring this essential 
product, can procure it in the archipelago at reduced cost and complete 
independence of foreign nations, His Majesty the King has been pleased 
to order that you he advised to aid the development and exploitation of 
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the mines of Compostela in the Island of Cebn by every means in your 
power that tend to the public benefit. 

I inform you of thie by royal order. God guard your excellency many 
years. 

Campos. 

To the Most Excellent Governor- General 

OF THE PhILIRFINE IsL4ND8. 

Manila, September 25, 1882. 
Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the General 
Directorate of Civil Administration to be carried out. 

P. DE Rivera. 

CONCERNING GUANO. 

EoYAL Order of August 13, 1893 — TiiRouGir the Minister of the 

C0IX)NIES. 
[Gazette of Manila, October 4, ias3.J 

MadriDj Augv^t IS, 189S. 
Most Excellent Sir: Having examined the petition relative to the 
registration of the San Pedro Mine in those islands, sent by your ex- 
cellency with your communication No. 210, of the 6th of May ; and hav- 
ing examined the report of the General Inspectorate of Mines of those 
islands ; and in conformity with the opinion of the Superior Department 
of Mines of Spain; and considering that the deposit of mineral applied 
for in the petition for registration of the San Pedro Mine, and deposits 
of similar useful mineral substances, which can form the basis of profit- 
able mineral development and at least contribute products of industrial 
advantage, and because they are included among the substances enumer- 
ated in Article 1 of the Boyal Decree of May 14, 1867, in force in those 
islands, there is no doubt about their being considered as pertaining to the 
Department of Mines. This proposition is not affected by the fact that 
they are found in the interior of the earth, on the surface, or any other 
place; and as the said article expresses, you should not consider their 
recent geological origin, nor their organic nature, for similar conditions 
of organic formation and composition appertain to peat, which is com- 
prehended in the mineral legislation and placed in Article 1 at the side 
of metals and other subjects which are the object of the mining industry. 
Considering that the laws created by the decree of December 29, 1868, 
now in force in the Peninsula, corroborate this view by the establishment 
in Article 1 thereof that the law is applicable to all useful substances of 
the mineral kingdom, whatever be their origin or formation, and whether 
found in the interior of the earth or upon its surface; and considering 
that deposits of the substance under consideration are found on the sur- 
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face of the ground, that the substance contains phosphati; of lime and 
salts of ammonia, whose applicability to fertilizing can not be disputed, 
in addition to the large amount of nitrogen contained therein ; and con- 
sidering the large proportion in which guano enters into the composition 
of the ashes of cultivated vegetables; and considering the greater facility 
of obtaining its concession by the method hereafter stated, we think that 
it would be more convenient to consider such properties as lands ap- 
plicable to agriculture or the industry of fertilizing, and therefore com- 
prehended in Article 3 of the Royal Decree, and susceptible to acquisition 
and exploitation by the method set forth therein. 

His Majesty the King, whom God protect, and in his name the Queen 
Regent, has been pleased to order that 3'ou be instructed with reference 
to the deposit of guano petitioned for under the name of San Pedro, at 
Monte Pamitinan, as well as all other deposits of the same substances 
which may be petitioned for in the future, to consider them as land ap- 
plicable to agriculture or to the industrj' of fertilizing, and therefore 
as one of the substances compreli ended in Article 3 of the Royal Decree 
of Jlay 14, 186?, in force in those islands. To develop the same, being 
land of the State, the only indispensable requisite is the authorization 
which the Governor- General can grant by means of the authority con- 
ferred by Royal Order in addition to said Article 3, or the special per- 
mission of the owner of the land can be obtained in case of private prop- 
erty. If the consent is not given, in accordance with Article 4 of the 
Royal Decree, applicable to this case, which is one of the exceptions to 
the general rule mentioned in said article, when the owner does not 
agree to undertake the work himself, permission can be conceded by the 
Govern or- General to the person petitioning. To obtain this permission 
a petition must be previously presented in the form prescribed in the 
same article, and the party interested is obliged, after obtaining the 
authorization, to comply with the requisites and formalities laid down 
in Article 5. 

I communicate this to your excellency by royal order, for your in- 
formation and to be acted upon, and in order to extend to those islands 
at the proper time, the mining laws in force in the Peninsula, your excel- 
lency will order that a plan for such application, with suitable modifica- 
tions, be prepared by the General Inspectorate of Mines in the archipel- 
ago, and that after the respective officials in power in those islands have 
been informed of its contents, that you send it to this ministry to be 
acted upon. 

An extract of this order shall be published in the Gazette of Madrid, 
and the order in full in the Gazette of Manila. 

May God protect your excellency many years. 

Maura. 

To the Goveknor-Genehal of the Philippine Islands. 
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Manila, i 

Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the General 
Directorate of Civil Administration to he carried out, 

Blanco, 

Decree of the GovEaNOR-ClENicRAL of M.\i:ch 16, 1894, 

[Qazette at Manila. March 21, 1891.1 

Manila, March 16, ISGJf. 
In accordance with the facts shown by the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration and the General Inspectorate of Mines, for a period 
of eight months the admission of petitions for registration and investiga- 
tion of mines is suspended temporarily in connection with locations on 
the banks of the Eiver Pandan from its source in the district of Tiling 
to its mouth. 

Publish this decree and commimicate it to parties int«rested. 

Blanco. 

Decree of the Governor-General of September 21, 1894. 

[Qazette aC Manila. September 2S, 1S81.] 

Manila, September 21, 189U- 
Declares permanent the temporary prohibition against the admission 
of petitions for registration referring to locations along the banks of 
the River Pandan, Cebu, referred to in decree of March 16, 1894. 

Extract from Decree of the Governor-General of August 3, 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, August 11, 1S94.] 

Manila, August S, 189k. 

This decree was enacted to avoid the fraudulent working of mines in 
Northern Camarines, and to prevent the extraction of gold from con- 
cessions of private parties by trespassers. 

Art. 1. The governor of Gamarines Is instructed to publish notice 
that— 

1. The performance of mining work without a concession is pro- 
hibited, 

2. The only ground open to exploitation by the public consists of sands 
of rivers, and placers, where there are no concessions. 

Art. 2. Prohibits the melting, for concentration, of products obtained 
in the above manner, on penalty of confiscation. 

Art. 3, Every owner of a concession shall mark his bars of gold to 
avoid their loss, and send a facsimile of his mark to the Inspectorate of 
Mines, on penalty of confiscation. 

Art. 4. Any person is authorized to report sale of gold not marked, 
receiving one-half for the information furnished. 

Art. 5. A committee of two directors or superintendents of mmes, 
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appointed annually by the Inspector- General, in addition to the munici- 
pal captain or petit governor, within forty-eight hours after being so 
informed and securing possession of the metal sold, shall sell the gold, 
giving a statement of the weight, form, and price to the purchaser, so 
that he can dispose of the bar of gold without its being marked. 

Art, 6. One half of the product of the sale goes to informant, the 
other half to the Captain- General or petit governor to be deposited in 
the provincial treasury, ihe committee reporting all actions to the 
Inspectorate of Mines. 

Art. 7. The Inspectorate is to inform the civil governor of the 
province, and, through the General Directory, the Treasury. 

Akt. 8. If the committee can learn the name of the mine from which 
the gold was taken, they shall give the half belonging to the State to 
the owner of the mine. 

Art. 9. The local authorities, the civil guard, and the constables will 
assist in the execution of the foregoing proceedings, and wiU deliver any 
person guilty of a criminal act to the proper tribunal. 

Decree op the Governoh-General of October 12, 1894. 

[Qazette ot Manila, October 16, 1S94.] 

Manila^ October 12, 189^- 
In accordance with information received from the General Inspec- 
torate of Mines and the General Directorate of Civil Administration, 
and in accordance with the provisions of Article 62 of the Royal Decree 
concerning mines, in force in these islands. Articles 84 and 85 of the 
Mining Eegulations, and Articles 8 and 31 of the Schedule of Fees, 
approved by Royal Order of February 26, this General Government 
decrees as follows : 

1. In order to carry out the second and third paragraphs of Article 8 
of the Eegulations concerning fees, approved by Eoyal Order of February 
26, referring to mining petitions of all kinds, the General Inspectorate 
of the Department shall prepare estimates of expenses to he incurred in 
all operations relative to each petition either when it first comes into his 
possession or when said operations are about to be attended to in any 
province. 

2. Upon the approval of this estimate, the parties interested will add 
any extra amount required to the deposit of $37.50 which they made on 
the presentation of the petition, in accordance with Article '53 o^ the 
Royal Decree and Article 84 of the Mining Regulations, and will send 
the certificate of payment of this extra amount to the General Inspec- 
torate of Mines, either directly or communicating through the chief 
magistrates of the provinces, and they shall also receive a receipt for the 
money. 

3. The certificates of payment shall be attached by the Inspector of 
Mines to the records to which they refer before the operations are 
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attended to, and as soon as these operations are completed the certificate 
of payment will be removed from said record and any money remaining 
will be retnrned to the interested party, as is provided by Article 85 of 
the Mining Regulations. 

Give notice of this decree and puljlish it. 

Blanco. 

Decree op the GovBRNoa-GENEitAi, ok October 31, 1894. 

[Gazette ol Manila, November 9, 1894.] 

Manila, Octoher 31, 189Jt. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me, and in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Treasury Department, I order as follows : 

Art. 1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 76 of the Royal 
Decree of May 14, 1867, concerning the mining industry in these islands, 
mines and earth and dross heaps shall pay the following taxes : 

1. Mining claims of the diinensions mentioned in Paragraph 1 of 
Article 13 shall pay twenty dollars annually. 

3. Claims mentioned in Paragraph 2 of the same article, though of 
greater area than the others, shall only pay ten dollars, 

3. Earth and dross heaps shall pay annually twenty-five dollars for 
every 40,000 square meters of surface. 

4. Incomplete claims and overpluses shall pay in proportion to their 
respective areas. 

5. Permits to investigat* shall pay ten dollars a year, whether con- 
taining one or two perteneneias. 

6. General galleries shall pay the corresponding ta^ in accordance 
with the number of mining claims reserved to them by the concession, 
the time commencing to run from the date of their registration or upon 
which permission was granted to investigate. 

Taxes shall eommenec to run from the date of the demarcation of the 
claims and of the concession of the permission to investigate, respectively. 

Art. 3. Mining claims of iron and combustible minerals shall be 
exempt from the annual tax for a period of thirty years, counting from 
the date of the publication of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 186'i'. 

Art. 3. There shall also be paid 3 per cent of the gross output, without 
deducting for expenses of any kind. 

Combustible minerals and iron shall be exempted from the payment 
of this contribution of 3 per cent for a period of thirty years counting 
from the date of the publication of the Royal Decree mentioned in 
Article S. 

Art, 4, All minerals of any kind can be exported from the islands 
and shall pay no export duty unless otherwise ordered by the Superior 
Government. 

Art. 5. The administration and collection of this tax upon mines and 



V, Google 



APPENDIX C. 117 

earth and dross heaps shall be in charge of the Treasury. Therefore, 
the eoUeetioii is to be made by officials and employees of that Depart- 
ment. 

Aet. 6. The officials and employees shall transmit the funds collected 
by this tax to the Treasury, in accordance with the formalities of which 
they shall be instructed, crediting the amounts received to the account 
of the respective mine or earth and dross heap. 

AuT. 7. Until transmitted, this amount so collected from mines 
and earth and dross heaps shall be deposited in provincial treasuries, 
receipts being given therefor. 

Akt. 8. The amount to be collected by this tax, depending upon 
the number of pertenencias petitioned for under the provisions of the 
Mining Laws, shall he det«niiined by the Treasury officials in the prov- 
inces, being given the necessary data by the central office as soon as 
demarcation of a claim has been made or the concession of permission 
to investigate granted. 

Art. 9. The governors shall assist the local Treasury officials upon 
request, and as soon as possible, with any necessary data, in order to 
establish a better and more efficient service. 

Art. 10. The collection of this tax shall be made every three months, 
the periods corresponding with those fixed for the collection of other 
taxes. 

Art. 11. Where the mines or earth and dross heaps belong to cor- 
porations, the president of the board of directors is responsible for the 
payment of the tax without prejudicing his right to compel contribution 
from his associates. 'When the tax is not paid, proceedings shall be 
directed against any known property belonging to the mine; and if 
there is no property, against the person exercising the duties of president 
of the, board of directors. 

Art. 12. Using the same procedure mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, proceedings shall he taken against companies to take ad- 
vantage of evidence discovered sufficient to form the basis of an action 
against them as owners of mines and earth and dross heaps which they 
have abandoned or which have been declared canceled. 

Art. 13. Until proprietors of mines and earth and dross heaps notify 
the General Directorate of Civil Administration of their intention 
to give up and abandon the same, they shall remain liable to the 
payment of the tax. If the abandonment takes place without giving that 
notice, the liability to the payment of the tax shall not cease until the 
mine or earth and dross heap is declared canceled by law, either by a 
decree or at the instance of a third party denouncing the same. 

Art. 14. The Treasurj' officials shall so proceed, on their own per- 
sonal responsibility, as to complete the collection bf the tax within the 
time ordered by Article 10. 
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Art. 15. The compulsory measurea now in force, or that shall here- 
after be established, for the collection of taxes due the State shall be em- 
ployed against delinquents. 

AuT. 16. When the persons liable for the payment of the tax be- 
come insolvent, the Treasury otHeials shall transmit the records to the 
General Directorate of Civil Administration, in order that the Director 
may declare, if he considers it proper, the cancellation of the mine or 
earth and dross heaps, as provided in Article 65 of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art, it. Upon the granting of the said decree of cancellation, and 
upon its being entered in the records, the officials shall be instructed by 
the Treasury what action to take with reference to dropping the taxes 
referred to from the pnbhc accounts. 

Art. 18. Mine owners who dispose of the products of their claims, 
without having previously obtained the title to the property, shall suffer 
a fine of double the annual tax of the said claims, and of a triple amount 
in ease of a subsequent offense, 

Akt. 19. The Treasury officials will prepare a report at the end of 
every three months, in accordance with the annexed model, and transmit 
to the Treasury within the first fifteen days of the following month. 

This decree shall be published, notice given thereof to the Minister of 
the Colonies, and shall be sent to the Treasury to be carried out. 

Blanco. 
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Extract of the Hoyal Order of January 4, 1892. 

lOazette ot Manila, March 7, 1BS2.] 

This order decrees that the provisions of the Royal Order of April 10, 
1891, relative to engineers of roads, canals, and ports shall be applicable 
to the engineers of the Department of Mines and the Forestry Depart- 
ment as regards the filling of vacancies, duties to be performed, and 
salaries. 

Decree of the Goverkor-Gf.nehal of March 37. 1895. 

[Gazette ot Maaila o£ April 1, 1895.] 

Manila, March 27, A. D. 1S95. 
Having considered the petition of Jose Vidal y Prat, who has registered 
various concessions of gold-hearing sands in the pueblo of Paracale, Prov- 
ince of Anibos Camarines, and in accordance with the advice of the Gen- 
eral Inspectorate of Mines and the General Directorate of Civil Adminis- 
tration, I decree as follows : 

1. If the concessionaries of claims of gold-bearing sands of rivers and 
placers should find within the boundaries of their claims gold or other 
mineral in place which they would like to avail themselves of, they can 
commence to develop it, upon giving notice of the fact to the civil gov- 
ernor of the province and the General Inspectorate of Mines, in order 
that in the annual visits of the inspection the engineers can see if the 
necessary mining requisites have been complied with ; it being specially 
provided that from the time of the commencement of this development of 
mineral in place the concessionaries shall employ the force of men 
required by law, as provided in Article 50 of the Royal Decree. 

2. If the person so working the gold-bearing sand does not comply with 
the obligations imposed by the preceding article, he shall incur the max- 
imum fine provided in Article 49 of the said Koyal Decree. 

Publish this for general information and report it to the Minister of 
the Colonies. 

echaluce. 

Extract from the Royal Order of November 13, 1895. 

[Oazetle ot Manila of January 1. 1898.] 

By reason of no information having been sent to Madrid since Sep- 
tember, 1893, regarding the mining industry of the Philippine Islands, 
in spite of the Royal Order of March 38, 1894, requesting the same, and 
because gold mines have been opened up in the meantime in Mambulao 
and Paracale, in Ambos Camarines, of which no report has been sent to 
Madrid, it is ordered that the General Inspectorate of Mines report to the 
Governor-General, which report shall be by him immediately transmitted 
to Madrid, concerning all mining concessions in the islands, their impor- 
tance, annual production, and value; a report of all gold-bearing lands 
and their probable outcome; and that the Governor- General shall order 
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reports in the future to be sent in periodically upon this important 
branch of the service. 

Tom AS CASTELI.ANO. 



Extract from the Eoyal Order of May 31, 1896. 

[Gazette of Manila of July 26. 1S96.] 

This order deals with the petition of J. C. Donaldson Sim for a conces- 
sion of coal mines at Tiling, in Cebu, and for the right to construct a rail- 
road for the development of said mines. The Government declared its 
willingness to grant the proposition of Donaldson Sim, but nevertheless 
considers it advisable to attempt to secure some other parties who will 
offer the same guaranties presented by Donaldson Sim and who will agree 
to more favorable terms. 

Therefore, the Inspectorates of Mines and Public Works will formu- 
late a list of conditions to be complied with, so that in case anyone desires 
to observe these conditions and submit a proposition satisfactory to the 
committee appointed by the Governor-General this official is authorized 
to concede the property and right to develop the same, and to construct 
the necessary railroads. 

T0MA8 Castellano. 

RoY.i.L Order of August 21, 1896. 

Madrid, Augmt 31, 1S96. 

Having considered the petition transmitted by your excellency, No. 79, 
dated February 14, respecting the interpretation of the mining laws in 
force in those islands upon the right to the surface of mining claims, 
which petition was presented by the concessionary of the Santa Catalina 
and Aurora gold mines in Nueva Eeija, who claims the use of the 
surface ; 

Having considered the information given by the officials of the archi- 
pelago who were conversant with the matter; and having heard the 
Superior Commission of Mines and the Department of Industries of the 
Council of State; considering that no fundamental right is granted by 
the mineral laws in force in those islands or in the Peninsula conceding 
gratuitously the surface of the land upon the concession of a mine beneath 
the surface; considering that Articles 4, 5, and 56 of the Royal Decree 
allow the forcible deprivation of the land where miners can not agree 
with the surface owners, but when treating of lands of the State the 
application of this law not being proper, the only proceeding being to 
solicit the corresponding concession of the surface as laid down in a deci- 
sion of the Tribunal of Conteneioso Administrative of June 4, 1889 ; 

Therefore, in accordance with the decision of the Department of 
Government and Industries of the Council of State, His Majesty the 
King, whom God protect, and in his name the Queen Regent, has seen fit 
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to order that, in revoking the provisional order adopted with reference to 
this petition under consideration by the General Directorate of Civil 
Administration of those islands, it be declared that owners of mining 
concessions can not occupy the surface of public lands except by a tem- 
porary concession previously made by the Governor- General of the archi- 
pelago, imposing upon the concessionary such special conditions as the 
natural characteristics of the land require, and also the following general 
conditions : 

That of paying an annual rent or tax proportionate to the adaptabUily 
of the land to agriculture or forestry. 

That of giving a sufficient bond to answer for any damages which may 
be caused to the trees or agricultural productions if there be such. 

That the concession will lapse and the lands revert to the State by 
failure to pay the tax assessed, by working out the claim, and by renunci- 
ation or abandonment of the same; which conditions shall he established 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Inspector of the Forestry 
Department, which has charge of the preservation and supervision of the 
lands treated of. 

Communicated to you by royal order, to be published in part in the 
Ganette of Madrid, and in full in that of Manila. God protect your 
excellency, etc. 

ToMAS Castellano. 

To the Governor-Geneeal or the Philippine Islands, 

Manila, September SI, 1896. 
Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the Directorate 
of Civil Administration for execution. 

Blanco. 

Extract from the Circular of the General Director op Civil 
Administration of June 13, 1887, 

[Gazette ot Mtinila, June 15. 1887.] 

This circular gives instructions for the preparation of an annual report 
by the Department of Mines, instructing it to gather the necessary facta, 
not only from the proprietors of mines, but also to compel the petit gov- 
ernors of the localities where the mines are situated to furnish such infor- 
mation as they can acquire. 

The matters referred to in Model No, 5, hereto attached, and the loca- 
tion of mills for the reduction of ores, which are subject to the industrial 
tax, can be learned from the Department of the Treasury, 

Information given by interested parties can beverified by facts acquired 
elsewhere. 

In order to hasten the work and verify the facta the General Directo- 
rate of Civil Administration will remit any facts it may have concerning 
the mining of any province. 
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A particular feature of the report shall be the existence of alluvial 
gold-bearing ground where natives work in common and with no regu- 
larity, as is the case in Abra, Benguet, Lepanto, Leyte, Surigao, Misa- 
mis, Ilocoa, Nueva Ecija, and Camarincs Norte. In these provinces, and 
others where this work is being carried on, the petit governors shall be 
required to state the number of laborers engaged therein and the amount 
of gold secured. Merchants can furnish information on this subject 
because they acquire the results of these irregular workings by purchaaes 
being made from time to time. 
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BSTEACT FROM THE EoYAl OEDER OF AUQUST 24, 1897, 
[Qazette ot Maalla. October IT, 1891. 1 

1. The attached regulations, providing for the concession of tlie riglit 
to use timber for mining purposes growing on the public lands of the 
islands, are approved. 

2. In consequence of the provisions of said Regulations, Article 27 of 
the Law of Forests, of November 13, 1S84, in force in the island, is 
amended to read as follows: "The directors, managers, superintendents, 
and laborers of mines being developed shall enjoy the same privileges as 
are accorded to others relative to the cutting of wood for their personal 
use, and as to the timber necessary for mining purposes, that will be 
regulated by the special provisions enacted upon this matter in the 
accompanying regulations, or that may be enacted in the future. 

"TosiAS Casteluno." 



REGULATIONS GOVERNING CONCESSIONS OF TIMBER ON PUBLIC 
LANDS IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS TO BE USED IN THE DEVEL- 
OPMENT OF MINES. 

[Gazette o( Manila, Oetoiwr 17, 18B7.] 

Art. 1. The General Directorate of Civil Administration can concede 
to owners of mines or the representatives of mining companies the tim- 
ber necessary to be used in the timbering of shafts and tunnels, as well 
as in the construction of buildings for mills, warehouses, assay offices, 
quarters for laborers, and other similar uses, at one-half the price fixed 
by the official tariff in force for the sale of woods upon public lauds. 

Art. 2. The same General Directorate can concede gratuitously the 
products of the public lands which are to be used as firewood in the 
mining industry ; but under no circumstances can they give to this use 
trees from which timber could be manufactured. 

Art. 3. In order to obtain the benefits mentioned in the preceding 
article, the concessionaries of mines, either personally or through agents 
lawfully authorized, shall petition for the use of timber and firewood 
necessary to carry on their work by means of an application, which shall 
be transmitted to the General Directorate of Civil Administration, 
through the General Inspectorate of Mines, showing the mineral eon- 
cessions which the petitioners possess or represent, the lands upon which 
the material is to be cut, the kinds of timber and firewood which they 
desire, the approximate quantity needed, and the use which is to be 
made of the same. The General Inspectorate of Mines upon being 
informed of these petitions will show if the concessions really exist which 
are referred to in the petition ; if for the development of the mine the 
timber and firewood are, or are not, necessary; also if the petitioner has 
formerly complied with all duties imposed upon him by the mineral law. 

Art. 4. The General Inspectorate of Mines will afterwards send the 
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petition, with the fads mentioned in the preceding article, to the Gen- 
eral Inspectorate of Forests, which hy means of the facts known to its 
staff of the state and condition of the lands in which the timber is to 
be procured, after considering the facts already written in the petition, 
will propose to the General DirectorRte what ought to be done. 

Art. 5. Licenses for this kind of concessions will be good for one year, 
within which time shall be completed the cutting, preparation, and 
gathering of the timber or wood as well as its transportation to the 
mining concession where it is to be used. 

AnT. fi, Dnring the time mentioned in the preceding article, the 
procuring of the timber will be under the supervision of a person author- 
ized to take charge of the products of forests. 

Abt. 7. All the timber or wood cut by the concessionary which at the 
expiration of the time above mentioned shall remain in the place where 
it was cut or collected should be removed by him during the three fol- 
lowing months, but only upon the payment of the entire price mentioned 
in the official tariff, and if it is not done before the expiration of this 
second term, he will be obliged to place them wherever told, where they 
shall remain at the disposition of the administration. 

Art. 8. The concessionary shall notify the proper official of the 
Forestry Department of the day upon which he commences operations, 
as well as the day upon which he concludes the same. Likewise he 
will notify said official of the place where the timber is collected, 
sending also a statement of the kind of wood, the number of pieces, 
and the dimensions, in order that the said official can investigate 
the same, count the number of pieces, ascertain the cubic measurement 
of the same, and fix the tas ; upon which result it shall be ordered that 
the coneessionarv shall pay into the Treasury the sum estimated. Until 
the receipt for this payment is presented, the wood can not be disposed 
of nor moved from the place where the same has been collected. 

Art. 9. Upon being advised by the concessionary that, having the wood 
gathered, the official will inspect the same, count the number of pieces, 
ascertain the cubic measurement of the same, and fix the tax in as short 
a time as is compatible with the other interests placed in his hands. If 
the operations mentioned are delayed long enough to do damage to the 
concessionary, he will appeal to the chief of that district in charge of 
forests, laying the matter before him so that he can have the matter 
attended to and fix the responsibility on the official who, without being 
justified, caiised the said injury. When the reason for not having moved 
the timber before the expiration of one year after the date of the license 
is that the official did not present himself at the proper time to carry out 
the operations above mentioned in spite of being notified, the conces- 
sionary is freed from the responsibility mentioned in the seventh article. 

Art. 10. The investigations and accountings may be made from time 
to time, but on condition that the quantity collected each time shall be 
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large enough to avoid obligating the officials of the Department to leave 
their official abodes with such frequency as to interfere with the transac- 
tion of other business. 

Art. 11. Whenever timber has to be transported from the place where 
it is collected to the place where it is to be used, there shall be sent with 
it a statement in writing, signed by the concessionary, stating the num- 
ber of pieces, the kind of timber, and the dimensions. 

Art. 12. While the concessionary is procuring the timber conceded, 
he will be responsible for all damages caused on the land where the same 
is being cut, if his employees do not^report it or notify in writing the 
official of the Department in charge inside of six days, indicating the 
wrongdoer or satisfactorily showing the cause. 

Art. 13. The substitution of one kind of timber by another of a 
higher-priced group, as well as cutting a greater amount than was con- 
ceded, without having previously obtained the necessary authorization 
from the General Directorate, will be punished by the payment of the 
entire value of the tariff schedule on material of this class; and should 
this timber be devoted to a use different from the one set forth in the 
petition — that is, for the development of the mine — they shall be pun- 
ished not only by the payment of the full value, but also an additional 
payment in the nature of a fine. 

Art. 14. Other failures to comply with the law will be punished in 
accordance with the provisions of tlio Eegulations applicable to this 
department. 

Art. 15. The General Inspectorate of Forests may dictate the instruc- 
tions considered necessary relative to the plaoe where the cutting is to 
be done, and the manner of doing same, in order to avoid damage to 
the land. 

Art. HJ. If in spite of what is laid down in the preceding articles the 
concessionary continues to commit abuses which shall be proved in a 
petition presented for this purpose, the General Directorate will declare 
the concession canceled, and the concessionary will lose the timber that 
may be cut, also becoming liable for any damage that may have 
been done. 

Approved by Royal Order of this date. 

MdDRiD, August H. 1897. 
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Personal— lioYAL Ouder, November 27, 1875. 

[Gazette of Manila, January 22, 1ST6.] 

Excellent Sm : On the 12th of June last the following Royal Order 
was issued by this Ministry : 

Excellent Sir: In view of the respective complaints brought before this Min- 
istry by chief engineers of mines and forests who serve in the proviaoe under your 
command, setting forth the difference whioh exists in receipts of the character of 
allowances, compared with those which are fixed for engineers of roadways, canals, 
and ports and who serve in that locality, showing the damages and disadvantages 
under whioh they labor in various senses on account of this inequality, for which 
reason they believe that they have good grounds upon which to found their claims, 
and requesting a complete equalization of incomes; considering that the creation 
of the corps of engineers for roadways followed that of mines, having been con- 
stituted and equipped by the Eoyiil Decrees of the 30th of April, 1836, in treating 
of the corps of civil engineers formed from both, and of which one part constituted, 
at the proper time, a corps of engineers of forests, likewise on the 14th of April, 
1836, 9th of March and 26th of October, 1853, and the 2d of February, 1859; con- 
sidering that by the Royal Orders of the 12th of August, 1848, 13th of April, 1853, 
and the Royal Decree of the 17th of March, 1854, the corps of engineers of forests 
was equipped as a whole, together with those already existing, and which corps, 
at present, has equal rights as to classes, rank, income, and allowances; consider- 
ing that by the decree of the 2d of September, 1873, the proper administrative rank 
of the three col-ps which serve in the provinces of the colonies was fixed, according 
to the provisions of the Organic Hoyal Decree ef the 3d of June, 1866, which estab- 
lished the difi'erent ranks of the civil employees of the colonies, assigning the 
income pertaining to each of them ; considering that, as a consequence of the fore- 
going provision, salaries corresponding to the administrative classes and ranks 
ought to he entirely equal for the engineers of the three civil corps who serve in 
the colonies, and the same as to allowances; but as tlie latter have not been equal, 
it results that the sum total of income is less than that assigned to the engineers 
of the corps presenting the petition requesting equalization; taking into con- 
sideration that posterior to the said proi-isions no regulation exists of general 
character upon which this difference may be founded in prejudice to the engineers 
of mines and forests, in regard to the assignments made in the estimates in force 
for those of roadways, His Majesty the King (w. G. g.) has pleased to order: (1) 
That, counting from the next year of 1875-76, the assignment of allowances to 
engineers of mines and forests in that province shall be equal to that assigned 
in the estimates of 1874-75 for engineers of roadways, which the latter have been 
receiving in accordance with their respective administrative classes and ranks, so 
that between salary and allowances each one of the tliiee corps shall receive the 
same income. (2) That this equalization shall have a general character, extend- 
ing to Puerto Rieo and the Philippines, in the cuiTent estimates for which the 
same difference of allowances is shown, which difference, for reasons of equity and 
justice, ought to disappear in order that the total income of the engineers of the 
three civil corps may once again become equal. 

136 
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Peksonal— EoYAL Ohder, So\"ember 16, 18T7. 

[Gazette of Manila, Jaouary 16, 1878.] 

Excellent Sir : The administrative rank of the engineers of road- 
ways, mines, and forests having been determined by decree of the S6th 
of September, 1873, and it being proper also to fix that of the aides and 
assistants in said branch, who serve in these islands; and taking into 
consideration likewise the propriety of increasing the income whith it 
present the engineers, aides, and assistants of said corps m thtst pio\ 
inces enjoy, bettering somewhat their situation. His Majestj the King 
{w. G, g.) has been pleased to resolve the following: (1) The principal 
aides of public works and the assistants ol the same class ot mines and 
forests shall have the idministritive rank of chieft of 1 urcau <t tb 
third class; aides and assistants of the firut cla&s that of first clerks of 
administration; aides and assistants of the second class, that of leconl 
clerks of administration, aides and assistants of the thiri class that of 
third clerks of administration, aides and assistants of the fourth class 
that of fourth clerks of administration. (2) The salaries which they shall 
enjoy shall correspond to the said ranks. (3) The allow^nces of the 
engineers of the three corps and of their respective aides ind assistants 
shall be as set forth following : Chief engineers of the first class resident 
in the capital, shall have $3,360, and those residing outside the capital 
$1,950; chief engineers of the second class, residing in the capital 
$2,000; outside of the capital, $1,700; first engineers m the capital 
$1,800; outside the capital, $1,600; second engineers m the capital 
$1,500; outside the capital, $1,300. Principal aides and assistants m the 
capital, $1,300; and outside, $1,300; first aides and assistants m the 
capital, $1,200; outside, $1,000'; second aides and issistants m tbi cap 
ita!, $1,100; outside, $1,000; third aides and assistmts in the eipitU 
$1,000; outside, $900; fourth aides and assistants m the capital, 
$900; outside, $800. (4) The administrative rank and the salaries and 
allowances of the chiefs of the corps of roadwavs mines and forests m 
those islands shall continue such as at preient according to the provisions 
in force in regard to the same. (5) Administrative ranks fixed by this 
decree and the corresponding salaries, as well as the allowances for 
engineers, aides, and assistants in the said branches, shall commence and 
be in force from the Ist of January, 1878, for those who reside in the 
islands, and from the date of their appointment for those newly desig- 
nated for such services in said islands. 

Decree of the Governor-General of the 12th of January, 1878. 

[QazeCte of Manila of the IStb.l 

In view of Hoyal Order No. 847, of the IGth of November last, by 
.which His Majesty has seen fit to fix the administrative rank which pro- 
fessional aides and assistants of the corps of roadways, mines, and forests 
in service in these islands shall enjoy, and likewise the allowances which 
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in the future said functionaries and engineers of the same branches sliall 
receive, according as they reside within or without the capital ; 

In view of Article 5 of the said order, in which is definitely expressed 
the administrative rank and the new salaries and ailowancee assigned 
to the said personnel, and that the same shall take effect from the Ist 
day of January, 1878, as to those residing in the archipelago; 

Considering that it is necessary to personally notify each one of the 
functionaries comprehended in the said Royal Order of the rank and 
income belonging to them from the said date, in order that they may 
enter upon the legitimate enjoyment of their new rights and no im- 
pediment may be placed upon the recognition of their rank and the pay- 
ment of the income which in the future pertain to them; 

Considering that although it is the prerogative of the Government of 
His Majesty to give said personal notice, and the same is expected by 
the next mail, still the lists ought to be made up so that, according to 
the sovereign will, the said functionaries residing in these islands may 
enjoy the new rank and income dating from the 1st day of the present 
month ; 

Considering that, although the Royal Order of the llith of Sovember 
does not set forth in detail in its Article 2 the salaries belonging to each 
administrative rank, this is clearly fixed in Article 15 of the organic 
Royal Decree concerning civil careers of the public administration of the 
colonies, dated June 3, 1866, and there can be no doubt, therefore, in the 
assignment of the said salaries for the purpose of carrying into efEect 
Article 1 of the Royal Decree mentioned; 

Considering that the allowances of the said functionaries are concretely 
set forth in the third article of the said sovereign provision, and there is 
no doubt as to the individual assignments since it is determined by the 
residence of each ; 

This General Government, in conformity with the recommendation of 
the Inspector- General of Public Works and the Director-General of Civil 
Administration, decrees the following : 

1. The administrative ranks, salaries, and allowances, which, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of Royal Order No. 847, of the 16th of Novem- 
ber last, shall take effect from the 1st of the present month as regards 
each of the engineers of the corps of roadways, and of the aides of the 
same, resident in these islands, and which compose at present the "Gen- 
eral Inspection of Public Works," shall be as follows : Chief Engineer of 
the Second Class Don Eduardo Lopez Navarro shall continue to receive 
a salary of $1,500 annually, which was assigned him by the decrees of the 
Government of the Republic of the 96th of September, 1873, by which he 
was given the rank of chief of administration of the third class, and he 
shall also in the future receive an allowance of $3,000 annually, which, 
on account of his residence in the capital, is assigned to him by Article 3 
of the Royal Order of the 16th of November last. First Engineer Don 
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Vicente Euiz y Martin ahall continue to receive the salary of $1,300 
assigned to him by Eoyal Order appointing him of the Tth of January, 
1874, in accordance with the rank of chief of bureau of the first class, 
which belongs to him, in conformity with the said decree of the Govern- 
ment of the Eepublic of the 36th of September, 1873, and he shall receive 
in the future an annual allowance of $1,800, to which he has a right on 
account of residing in this capital, and by virtue of the provisions of 
Article 3 of the said Eoyal Order of the 16th of November last past. 
Chief Aide Don Luis Martinez Illecas shall have the rank of chief of 
bureau of the third class, which is his according to Article 1 of the said 
Royal Order, the annual salary of $800 assigned to said rank by Article 
15 of the Organic Eoyal Decree of the 3d of June, 1866, and an allow- 
ance of $1,300 annually on account of residing in this capital, as set forth 
in Article 3 of the said Eoyal Order of November 16. Second Asaistanta 
Don Maria de Fuentes, Don Mat«o Valencia y Barron, and Don Sebastian 
Jove y Padrol shall have the rani; of second clerks of administration and 
a salary of $600 corresponding to the same according to the aforesaid pro- 
visions, and shaU receive an allowance of $1,100 on account of residence 
in Manila. Second Assistants Don Menandro de Camara y Cruz and Don 
Federico Cabanas y Linares shall have, as those mentioned, the rank of 
second clerks of administration, and the same salary of $600, hut the 
allowance of each of these functionaries shall be limited to $1,000 annu- 
ally, according to Article 3 of the Royal Order of the 16th of November, 
because both reside outside of the capital. Third Assistants Don Fehpe 
Vara y Saenz, Don Antonio Lopez Martin, and Don Mariano Hernandez 
Benedet shall have the rank of third clerks of administration and salary 
of $500 annually assigned to said rank ; but the first two shall receive an 
allowance of $900 each annually because they live outside the capital, and 
the last shall receive $1,000 because he resides within the same. 

3. The Inspector-General of Public Works, Don Manuel Ramirez y 
Banan, and Chief Engineer of the First Class Bod Genaro Palacios y 
Guerra, whose eases are not considered by the Eoyal Order of November 
16, shall continue to receive the salary and allowance assigned to them by 
the Eoyal Decrees of October 8, 18'('5, and June 33, 1877, which gives 
them the rank of chiefs of administration of the first and second classes, 
respectively. 

3. The said Royal Order of the 16th of November last, referring, vari- 
ous times, exclusively to "engineers of roadways, mines, and forests, and 
to aides and assistants of said corps," the said architect, Don Luis Ceape- 
des, and superintendent of construction, Don Eafael Janin, not belonging 
to either of these corps, notwithstanding they serve in the office of the 
Inspector-General of Public Works and form part of the personnel of 
said center, by virtue of the provisions of Eoyal Order No. 515, of the 
S8th of July, 1876, shall continue to receive the salary and allowance 
respectively assigned to them by said Eoyal Order, without prejudice 
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to whatever the Government of His Majesty may resolve concerning their 
cases. 

The Office of the Director-General of Civil Administration shall com- 
miiDicate this decree to the office of the Director-General of the Treasury 
and other centers as well as to interested parties; and report of the said 
decree, accompanied by a copy of the same, shall be made to the Minister 
of Colonies, requesting liis final approval of tlie provisions of the same, a 
decision as to Architect Don Luis Cespedes and Superintendent of Con- 
struction Don Eafael Janin, and an explanation of the points mentioned 
by the Inspector-General of Public Works as to the interpretation of the 
provisions concerning residences for the receipt of allowances, and the 
form and manner in which differences should be settled in cases of the 
change of residence of any functionary, 

EoYAL Oeder of September 3, 1871. 
[Gazette o( Manila ot November B ] 

Excellent Sir By Eo}al Order of the 35th of June last, issued by 
the Minister of Fomento, the following is provided 

Excellent Sir: In view of the com mum tat ion of youi exeellenoy of the 20th 
of April of the last year -iiid taking into aeeoiint the considerations >et forth in 
the same, His Majestj the King (w G g | haa deigned to ettend to the corpa of 
engineers of mines j,nd forests and to professnnal personnel of the same the pro- 
visions of the Royal Order lasued fioni this Ministrv on the 24th of February, 
1879, with the amplifications pontmned in that which wai isiued by that in charge 
of your excellency on. the 14tli of September of the same year inserted in the 
Gazette of the 18th of the same montit it being also the will of His Majesty that 
the propriety of extending also to said corps and their nsaistants the order of the 
8th of April, 1873, be suggested to your excellency, which order was issued (or the 
engineers of roads, canals, and ports, and assistants on public works, in view of 
the similarity which exists in the organization of the said three corps, and in the 
conditions and income of the personnel of the same serving in the Peninsula and in 
the ultramarine piovinces. All of which His Majesty the King (w. G. g.) has 
deigned tfl direct to be trnnsmitted to your exeellencj-, and orders at the same time 
that there be added to the said Royal Order the following provisions from the 
order of the 8th of April, 1873, applied to the professional personnel of mines and 
forests in the provinces of the colonies; 

1. Engineers who sei-ve six years in the provinces of the colonies shall have the 
light to return to the Peninsula; those who serve in Cuba and Puerto Rico pre- 
senting the request two months in advance, and those in the Philippines four 
months in advance, 

2. Engineers who while serving in the colonies may obtain any promotion in the 
Peninsula and the corresponding promotion in those provinces must enjoy said 
promotion in the said provinces for three years in order to preserve it upon 
returning to Spain, without prejudice to the right of the Government to order 
their return if on account of said promotion there does not exist a vacancy in 
the new rank in the personnel approved for the colonies in which said services are 
rendered. 

3. When engineers, after the expiration of their term of service in the colonies, 
request to remain ia said provinces, the Government will grant or refuse the 
request according as the exigencies of the service demand. 



,,Google 



140 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS, 

■i. In computing the time which engineers may have served in 
time passed on sick leave shall not be discounted, but time on leave for eagagiiig in 
private business, even if the leave is obtained before a year's residence in said 
provinces, shall be discounted, and said computation shall always be made from 
the day on which, in conformity with Articles 73 and 74 of the Organic Regula- 
tions for civil employment in the public administration of the colonies, of the Bth 
of June, 18SQ, the engineeis cease to receive salary or half salary, according to the 
case, until the day upon which they again receive full salary. 

5. The provisions set forth in respect to engineers of mines and forests shall 
also l>e applicable to professional assistants of the corps for mines, of the Penin- 
sula, who serve in the colonies. 

PROVISIONS AS TO THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
KoYAL Obdeh of June 8, 1892. 

Excellent Sie: Your excellency's letter Ho. 530, of November 27 
last, with inclosure relative to classifying the professional work of the 
Department of Mines pursuant to the Eoyal Order of September 30 last, 
has been read; also the decree issued by your excellency conformably to 
the report of the Inspectorate- General of Mines and the General Direc- 
tion of Civil Administration of those islands. And the assimilation 
established in that decree between the work of the professional personnel 
of mines and that of public works being justified, in so far as it alludes to 
the application of the first of the Regulations of Salaries issued for the 
second on the 26th of April, 1867, His Majecty has seen fit to approve the 
decree of your excellency. 

An extract of this resolution shall be published in the Gazette of 
Madrid, and the whole of it in that of Manila. 
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Decbee of the Superior Civil Government of January 39, 1846. 

Desiring to promote, in every possible way, the mineral industry of 
these islands, after having consulted the council created by the Hoyal 
Order of March 24, 1841, and in the light of what has been proposed by 
a meeting of persons who by tlieir character, occupation, and knowledge 
deserve my confidence, I have decreed, ad interim and subject to His 
Majesty's approbation, the following Regulations: 

Article 1. Inasmuch as the supreme control of the mines of the whole 
Kingdom belongs to the Crown and the Eoyal Seiion', no one shall have 
the right to exploit them, except those who have obtained it by special 
concession of this Supreme Government, and those who hereafter obtain 
it, in accordance with this ,Eegulation. 

Art, 2. The following are objects of mining : Precious stones and all 
substances properly metallic, combustible, and saline, whether encoun- 
tered upon the surface of the earth or in its interior. 

Art. 3. Every Spaniard, ever}' stranger naturalized or established in 
these islands with the necessary permission, every Indian, mestizo, and 
Chinaman may freely prospect in order to discover and acquire veins of 
the minerals mentioned in Article 9, whether it be upon commons of the 
Crown or of the towns or upon lands of private individuals, subject to 
the obligation to repair all damages caused by the operations, giving 
bond therefor in advance, to the satisfaction of the proprietor. 

Art. 4. The following can not he proprietors of mines nor talce any 
part in them: 

1. The Governor, chief mayors (alcaldes mayores), the lieutenant- 
governors, inspector of mines, and special employees of that branch of 
the service. 

2. Notaries public (escribanos), within the boundaries of their prov- 
inces. 

3. Parish priests and other ecclesiastics. 

Art. 5. To obtain a mining concession, application must he made to 
the inspectorate of that department or to the subdelegate in the prov- 
inces, preparing in writing the proper registry if it be now, or the loca- 
tion (denuncio) if it be abandoned or already located by another person. 
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Aet. 6. When the location or rogistry is made, the subdelegates shall 
note upon the margin the day and hour of its presentation, and shall 
forward it to the inspectorate of the department, giving to the party 
interested a certificate for his protection. 

Art. 7. Within ten days thereafter, the party intrusted shall designate 
the situation of his claim to the vein. 

Art. 8. He must likewise, within ninety days sink a shaft or make 
an excavation at least 10 Spanish yards deep. 

Aht. 9. The inspector shall appoint a day on which he will have an 
inspection at the work, which shall be done by said inspector, or by a 
subordinate named by him, and he shall proceed to mark off the land, 
and fix the stakes and landmarks, and put the party interested into 
formal possession, making report thereof to the Superior Government 
and to the General Direction of Mines. 

Akt. 10. An official paper shall be given to the party interested to 
serve as title to the mine. 

Art. 11. When the party interested wishes to reserve the site or place 
located, he may so state in a document, sealed and stamped, and in this 
condition it will be forwarded to the inspector, in which case the periods 
fixed by Articles 7 and 8 shall count from the day when the party inter- 
ested is notified of the admission of the location or registry. 

Akt. 12. Every mining claim (pertenencia) shall be 200 Spanish 

yards long in the direction of the trend of the vein, and the half of that 

in width, the last-mentioned line forming a right angle with the first. 

In veins of bituminous coal they shall be 600 yards long by 100 wide. 

Art. 13. The parallelogram formed by the claim shall be staked off 

with stakes or landmarks which must not vary. 

Akt. 14. All the official documents mentioned in Articles 6, 7, 9, and 
11 will be free for the present. 

Art. 15. The proprietor of a mine will be owner not only of the part 
of the vein located and registered, and included within the dimensions in 
Article 12, but also of all that in any shape or situation can be found 
upon the claim, even though they be of different kind. 

Art. 16. Ground which lies between two or more contiguous mines 
and yet does not form a complete claim (pertenencia) shall be held to be 
surplusage (demaeia) and shall he given to whomsoever asks it, provided 
always that the concessionaries shall not he compelled to do the labor 
upon it within the time fised by the inspector. 

Art. 17. When the space included between the various mines allotted 
has an area of 20,000 square yards, the claim shall be granted to him 
who registers or locates it, even though it has not the rectangular figure 
furnished by Articles 12 and 13. 

Art. 18. Neither for the mines granted by virtue of this Regulation 
uor for its products shall any tax be paid until this Superior Govem- 
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ment considere that in view of the state of prosperity of the industry it 
can support it. 

Art. 19. By virtue of the preceding article, the small tax which the 
towns of Mambulao and Paracale now pay under the title of "Quinto de 
Minaa" shall cease. 

Art. 20. Auriferous sands and all other mineral products of rivers 
and placers shall be free for use without any necessity for license or other 
formality so long as not conducted on a large scale in fixed establish- 
ments. 

Art. 31. The mines shall be worked according to the instructions 
given by the Inspectorate, and can not suspend operations without previ- 
ous notice to that body, which shall take care to collect all the data it 
can concerning the mine which it is proposed to abandon, even to the 
plan or map of it, for safe-keeping and other desirable uses. 

Art. 22. Concessions of mines shall be perpetual, and so long as the 
miners fulfill the obligations and conditions established in this Regula- 
tion they may dispose of them and of their products just as of any other 
property whatever, repoi-tlng the fact to the inspector or subdeiegate, as 
the case may be, in case of alienating the mines. 

Art. 33. The right acquired in a mine may be lost and will be liable 
to be denounced in the following cases; 

1. When the party interested does not present himself within ten days 
to mark off the site of the mine according to Article 7. 

S. When the work on the land spoken of in Article 8 is not done within 
the ninety days. 

3. When the complete recognition of the mine is impossible by reason 
of the notice provided in Article 21 not having been given in time. 

4. When they suspend work for four consecutive months, or for eight 
months, though not consecutive, in the space of a year. 

5. When by using only the higher works of the mine the deeper works 
become flooded, and the owner, being required to do so by virtue of a 
"denunciation" filed by another, does not bind himself to drain it within 
four months, or more, if the inspector sees fit. 

Art. 34. In order for a mine to be regarded as occupied, it must have 
at least eight operatives engaged in some work upon it, interior or 
exterior. 

Art. 35. No person can levy process against the miner on the mine nor 
its dependencies nor ore-extracting plants, nor its machinery, tools, min- 
erals, nor anything for the use and labor in the mines. They can only 
levy upon the net products of the mines, whatever is necessary to the con- 
tinuance of the labor being always exempt. 

Art. 26. When the proprietors, the directors, and those charged with 
looking after the mines and ore- extracting plants are to be arrested for 
some trivial cause it shall be, if agreeable to them, at their mines or in the 
town within whose boundaries the said mines are. 

ML 10 
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AuT. 37. Oonipnlsory Jabor and conscription of workmen shall not be 
allowed. The proprietors may seek operatives and workmen needed by 
negotiation and contract. But the chief mayors and governors of prov- 
inces are authorized to appeal to unemployed laborers, in order to help 
the mining people. 

When there are a number of such appeals, distribution and allotment 
thereof shall be made by the inspector if he be in the province, and in his 
absence by the subdelegate. 

Aet. 28. Miners shall have the right to acquire the land which they 
need for the service of their mines and extracting the products, just com- 
pensation, to be paid by agreement or by expert appraisement, being first 
paid to the landowner. 

Akt. 39. Likewise they may use the pasture lands and waters, the logs 
and timber of the forests and mountains that are for the common use of 
the towns. 

Art. 30. It shall be the duty of the governor and chief mayor of the 
provinces to remove all obstacles to the transfer of workmen who wish to 
go to work in mines situated in provinces or towns outside their territory. 

Art. 31. Miners shall have the right to satisfy the personal service 
duty of their operatives by paying for each one two reals a month to the 
tax funds of the town of their residence. 

Art. 32, Foreigners who go to work in the mines and mining proper- 
ties shall be exempt from reprisal in case of war, and for that reason shall 
not be molested as to their persons or goods so long as they obey the exist- 
ing laws and provisions. 

Art. 33. If the owner of a mine or anyone else open a horizontal shaft 
by which other mines are drained, he shall have the right to require the 
owners thereof to pay a share of the expenses proportionate to the benefit 
received ; and if this benefit can not be at once decided upon, they shall 
contribute as far as may be equally, according to what the poorest mine 
shall pay, the whole matter being subject to review by the Inspector of 
Mines, who shall, if possible, bring about an agreement among the parties. 

Art. 34. If the shaft pass through abandoned mines, the person open- 
ing said shaft shall be owner of the same, provided he denounces them. 

Both new and abandoned mines shall be held as occupied during the 
time the work of constructing the shaft continues. 

Art. 35. The Department of Mines shall have exclusive jurisdiction in 
matters concerning which contentions may arise. 

These matters shall be understood to be disputes concerning discov- 
eries, registry, denouncements, measurements, and claims of mines, their 
drains, fissures, entrances, abandonments, taking out props, and every- 
thing which may be done in the same to the prejudice of their working 
and in conflict with these Regulations; likewise concerning redemptions 
or purchases of ores from the immediate products of their works; con- 



V, Google 



APPENDIX E. 147 

eerning machinery for the same, agreements for advancement of money 
or the setting up of mines and services of exploitation, and other con- 
tracts concerning both ; concerning the erection of buildings which may 
be required upon the claim, and other things of lite nature. 

Agt. 36. In first instance, the authorities intrusted with the adminis- 
tration of justice in their respective provinces shall for the present exer- 
cise jurisdiction over mines, with appeal to such tribunal as may be desig- 
nated by these Eegulations. 

Art. 37. Proceedings shall be had in these affairs briefly and summar- 
ily, in accordance with truth and good faith, and no judicial action shall 
be entered without first having attempted a conciliation of the parties; 
and when the amount involved in the suit does not exceed 100 pesos it 
shall be heard and determined in a verbal proceeding and the decision 
shall be executory. 

AiiT. 38. The appellate tribunal shall be composed of the Governor 
Captain- General as president, the Superintendent of the Royal Treasury, 
the most newly appointed judge of the Royal Audiencia, the chief 
accountant of the Department of Accounts, and the Inspector of Mines. 

Art. 39. In the absence, sickness, or inability to attend of the Gov- 
ernor Captain- General, the Superintendent shall act as president. 

Art. 40. For its internal control and management the tribunal shall 
make its own regulations. 

Art. 41. When the judgment in second instance confirms that of the 
first instance it shall be executory and shall be carried into due effect. 

Art. 43. A party feehng himself aggrieved by the decisions of the 
tribunal of mines may make use of such resources as the law affords 
before the Government of His Majesty. 

Art. 43. During the litigation the mines shall not he closed nor the 
work suspended, nor shall the person in possession be deprived of the 
same for any cause or motive; but the opposite party shall be permitted 
to have, at his own cost, an interventor who may take account of the prod- 
ucts and expenses of the mine. 

Art. 44. The fact that a mine is in litigation shall not alter the pro- 
visions'of Articles 23 and S4 of these Regulations. 

Art. 45. The expenses of the development and working of mines in 
litigation shall not enter into the contention, but shall be promptly paid, 
with preference, although the product of the mine may not extend to 
other obligations. 

.4rt, 4(5. In ease of the failure of necessary funds for the working of 
an;' mine in litigation, the creditor or creditors who may furnish the same 
shall have preference in the products which may be obtained, not only for 
the recovery of what they may have advanced, but also for the total 
amount of their claim, whatever may he its origin and nature. 

Art. 47. The general government of the mining industries shall be ia 
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charge of the Engineer Inspector of Mines, and in the provinces the gov- 
ernors and alcaldes mayores shall be subdelegates of said inspector. 

Art, 48. The Inspector of Mines shall be under the direct and imme- 
diate orders of the Governor Captain- General of these islands and the 
Director- General of Mines in the Peninsula. The subdelegates shall 
report directly to the Inspector of Mines, underwhose orders they shall be. 

Art. 49. The Inspector of Mines can not carry into effect any Royal 
Order without the express order of the Superior Governnient, nor comply 
with the provieions ordered by the Director-General, without his knowl- 
edge and consent. 

Art. 50. The duties of the Inspector-General of Mines consist in : 

1. The promoting and developing of the important department of 
mining. 

3. Observing and causing to be strictly observed these Regulations. 

3. Inspecting and overseeing works and operations of mines in order to 
secure good order and regularity. 

4. The visiting of mines at least, each one, once in two years. 

Art. 51. Such trips as the inspector may make for the purpose of com- 
plying with the duties imposed by these Regulations shall be considered 

Art. 53. The duties of subdelegates consist in : 

1. Receiving denouncements or registries of mines according to 
Article 6. 

2. Procuring the observance of these Regulations in so far as they have 
authority, and the inspector may delegate to them. 

Art, 53. Irregular and imperfect work of mines which is being carried 
on in various points of these islands shall be permitted to continue, but 
they may be denounced in the following eases : 

1. When they cease operation for two months consecutively, or four 
months at different times during the year. 

2. When they have not at least four operatives upon the works. 

Art. 54. Works of the same class which may be undertaken after the 
publication of these Regulations may be denounced, the person denounc- 
ing the same giving a guaranty to respond for damages which he may 
cause if he does not comply with the obligations which are imposed by 
Articles 7 and 8. 

Art. 55. The use of powder is prohibited in works mentioned in the 
two preceding articles. 

Art. 5fi. These Regulations shall cover all matters relating to the 
mining department; and all cases not covered by the same shall be sub- 
ject to the laws and provisions in force concerning the matter. 

And, for due publicity, these Regulations shall be printed, published, 
and circulated by the authorities, and sent to the chiefs of the provinces 
of the district of this Government. 
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Royal Okdek op the ISth op June, 1850. 
Excellent Sik : Her Majesty the Queen, having been informed of the 
eontents of your letter No. 6, of the Slst of January of the present year, 
and of the petition which you remit of Don Antonio Hernandez, as- 
sistant in the office of the Inspector of Mines of those islands, in ac- 
cordance with the advice and opinion of the Section of Colonies, the 
Navy and the Treasury of the Royal Council, liaa seen fit to order that, 
reserving what may hereafter be determined concerning the application 
of the law and Regulations of mines in the colonies, the provisions of 
Article 39 of the Ecgulations, approved on the 31st day of July, 1849, 
which treats of the compensation of engineers in commission for the 
Government, which obliges them to leave the capital or head of the dis- 
trict m which thp^ are located or the place of their habitual residence, 
be extended for the present to the Philippines. 

Royal Order of May 3, 1851. 

Authonzes the Governor- General to "farm out" convicts for work on 
mines, the enterprise to pay a reasonable price for their labor, and also 
the wages of the guard, and requiring 8 per cent of the product to be 
paid to the State. 

Royal Order of the 31st of July, 1851. 

MflDEiD, July SI, 1851. 

Most ExcEiitNi Sir; The Queen being informed of the contents of 
your exccllencv s letters Nos. 7(j, 93, and 104 of January 7, February 20, 
and April 4 of this year, and the documents accompanying the first and 
last concerning eoncessions for the working of gold-bearing earths, the 
Queen in (.ontomuty with the opinion of the superior professional board 
of mines has been pleased to confirm the approval given by your excel- 
lency to the proposition submitted, on the 5th of last March, by the 
Inspector of Mines of those islands. 

By royal order etc. 

To the GovrRNfK General of the Philippines. 

THE PROPOSITION REFERBED TO. 

1. Gold-bearing sands and any other mineral productions of rivers or 
placers are of free use and advantage, without the necessity of permission 
or other formality, if said operations are not carried on in fixed 
establishments. 

2. Registries or denouncements of claims of gold-bearing sands shall 
be admitted when the petitioners show that they wish to carry on the 
operations in a large scale ; but they shall not be granted until a fixed 
establishment has been constructed in which the product can be refined, 
it being understood that said constructions, with the apparatus necessary, 
shall be able to work and refine at least 400 quintals of sand per day. 
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whatever be the method adopted, and an engineer of the district shall 
certify thereto. 

3. While the fixed eatablishinent is in course of construction and being 
prepared for the work, the land registered within the limits where said 
establishment may be shall continue to be of free use, except sneh part 
as the engineer commissioned by the Government for the examination 
may deem strictly necessarj- to be set apart for the purposes expressed 
in the preceding rule, if the petitioner sees iit to establish his plant upon 
the point registered for exploitation. 

4. The right of priority to lands about to he registered belongs to the 
person first petitioning for the same. 

5. A fixed period of three months, as a maximum, shall be granted to 
persons desiring to register lands, for the construction of the fixed estab- 
lishments, and beginning the work, with the understanding that if he 
does not accomplish botli within said period he shall lose his rights, and 
another ])er8on may acquire the said lands. 

G. The period fixed in the preceding article for the preservation of 
the right to obtain claims in gold-bearing sands may be extended bj' the 
Superior Government when for jnet reasons, such as ha\-ing to wait for 
machinery or apparatus from Europe, having machinery already almost 
completed in these islands, etc., it may be indispensable, but the inter- 
ested parties must prove the reasons to the satisfaction of the inspector, 
and the latter must make report. 

7. A miner who may have obtained a concession for another class of 
minerals in the neighborhood of gold-bearing sands or alluvia, which 
must be considered independent according to the law for ore deposits 
in quartz, can not acquire the right to work said gold-bearing eauds or 
alluvia, nor claim their ownership. 

8. The surface of a claim for working gold-bearing sands shall be, In 
the future, 50,000 square varaa, which may he laid out in the fona of a 
square or rectangle, or in a collection of squares of 25 Spanish vara^ 
each side (a vara is 33 English inches), adapted one to another without 
leaving intermediate spaces inclosed; and the same may be arranged in 
a manner best suiting the interested parties, who must set forth the f.ame 
in the description, and furnish, if possible, a ground plan in duplicate 
which shows the position of the claim and the topography of the ground, 
including the bordering claims, if there are any, or showing that they 
are bounded by vacant lands. 

9. In the preparation and determination of proceedings for denounc- 
ing gold-bearing lands, and in the construction of the plant without 
contravening the provisions which have been heretofore prescribed, ail 
the formalities prescribed in the Eegulations in force in these islands 
and other matters which may be required in the future must be fulfilled. 
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Royal Order of the 22d of December, 1851. 

M.U)RID, December 22, 1851. 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen, being informed of the contents of 
your letter Xo. 49 of the 23d of October, 1860, in reference to the amend- 
ment of Article 12 of the Mining Regulations of those islands, has been 
pleased to approve the action of your excellency, and the Mining Regula- 
tions of the 14th of July, 1846, shall be considered as amended, substi- 
tuting Article 13 of the said Regulations by Article 11 of the law of the 
11th of April, 1849, relative to mining claims. 

To the GovKRNOR Captain-General op the Philippines, 

AllTICLE OF THE LaW OP APRIL 11, 1849, REFERRED To. 

Art 11 Each mining claim shall constitute a solid of rectangular 
form 300 varas long and 200 wide, measured horizontalh m the direc- 
tion dcbigiiated b^ the interested part\ , and of an indefinite depth in a 
vertical direction without comprehending the surface Not more than 
two contiguous claims can be granted m the same ore deposit to a single 
perwn, and three if the interested partv be a company composed of four 
or more persona In coal lignite, or peat mints each rlaim shall be 600 
varas long and 300 wide, and aa mam as four elaim-i ma^ be granted. 
Ihe diseoitrtr o£ i vein outcropping, or pocket not hcictofore known, 
'(hall ha\ e a right to one i laim more than those fixed m the different cases 
by this article. 

KOYAL OHDEE OF JANUARY 30, 1854. 

Most Excellent Sir: The Queen having been informed of the pro- 
ceedings instituted in view of the communication of your excellency and 
of that superintendeney relative to the discovery of various deposits of 
coal in the Province of Cebu, and the propositions made by Don Diego 
Viiia to sell to the Government the claims which the company presided 
over by him is now working. Her Majesty has seen fit to decide : 

[The decree refuses to purchase the mines, and gives some instructions 
as to looking up the quality of coal in the islands, and directing the Gov- 
ernor-General to assist in the development of coal mining.] 

Royal Order of the 17th of Jone, 1854. 

M.uiRiD, June 17, 185^. 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen, having been informed of the insti- 
tution of proceedings in respect to the application in those islands of the 
Royal Order of the Cth of July, 1850, and other provisions relative to 
gold-bearing sands, and having heard the Royal Council, has been pleased 
to order : 

1. That Rule 1 of said Royal Order be modified, fixing 200 quintals, in 
place of 400 quintals, as the capacity demanded from plants for granting 
registries or denouncements. 
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a. That Rule 4 be understood as extending to two years the period 
fixed for constructing the establishment and beginning work. 

3. That, as to Rule G, the area of each claim be extended to 130,000 
square varas, which shall be described in accordance with said rule. 

■i. That two contiguous claims may be granted to one person. 

5. That a claim shall be understood as occupied when the same may 
be furnished and served by double the number of operatives which Article 
23 of the law of the 11th of April, 1849, prescribes. 

MadbiDj June 11, 185h. 

To the Governor Captaik-Gexeiul of the Philippines. 

Royal Oedeb of the 30th op January, 1856. 

Directs the Governor-General to so arrange that the various coal-min- 
ing operations in the Island of Cebu have a chance to furnish coal to the 
Government for steam vessels, and to pay the same price as for foreign 
coal. 

Has no reference to law governing the subject of mines in any sense. 

Royal Okder of the 3d of April, 1860. 

Approves the order of the Governor- General which revoked the order of 
his predecessor, which latter prohibited the admission of denouncement 
of coal mines in Cebu. The said provisions are shown in what immedi- 
ately follows. 

MINES-PROVISIONS CITED. 

Manila, NovembcT S, 1859. 

The mining company of Vina, Rojas & Co. having presented to this 
Superior Government a petition soliciting that the decree of the 13th of 
July, 1859, be revoked, which decree prohibited registries and denounce- 
ments of coal mines in the Island of Cebu; said mining company found- 
ing its petition upon expenses and great sacrifices incurred hy the same in 
the opening and development of the five claims which were awarded to it 
in April of the said year, in Guilaguila, Valley of Manangarin, without 
other result up to the present than the discovery of insignificant deposits 
of coal, although of good quality; in view of the Royal Orders of Janu- 
ary 30, 1854, June 30, 1855, January 30, 1856, and May 30 last, concern- 
ing the propriety of aiding by all means possible the industry of coal min- 
ing, leaving at the same time all possible freedom of action to particular 
interests, the Inspector of Mines of these islands and the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the Government being heard and having agreed, I decree the fol- 
lowing : 

From and after the publication of the present decree the provisions of 
the decree of the 13th of July, 1853, shall be void, and, therefore, private 
persons and companies organized for this purpose may present, in accord- 
ance with the law in force, registries and denouncements of coal mines in 
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the eaid Island of Cebu, the same as in any other province of the 
archipelago. 

Deorek of the 19tu of February, 1863. 
On the 16th day of May of the year last past the accidental death of 
some laborers having occurred on account of the caving in of a gallery in 
a gold mine situated in Suluagan, district of Barotac Viejo, in the Prov- 
ince of Iloilo, on account of the lack of necessary precautions; consider- 
ing that, although there is a lack in the country, for the present, of an 
intelligent personnel for this class of work in number proportionate to the 
development which the mining industry ia beginning to assume; however, 
in the office of the Inspector of 11 ines advice and instructions which private 
persons may request are furnished, as well concerning legal points as con- 
cerning the direction of the work on the ground, and that intelligent office 
for the purpose of securing the lives of operatives can supply the same to 
a certain point, confiding the practice of said instructions to persons who, 
on account of their profession or antecedents, can execute them; consid- 
ering that on account of the nature of the work in mines the Government 
ought to exercise a direct intervention in the same, aiding in some cases 
by means of its delegates miners who on account of the lack of resources 
can not maintain a professional management, and restraining those who 
do not forestall or take notice of the dangers of their operatives; in view 
of the dismissal by the Hoyal Audiencia of a cause prosecuted on account 
of an unfortunate accident which occurred in the Suluagan mine, and 
which was communicated by the said tribunal to this Superior Civil Gov- 
ernment in order that said Government might order whatever to it might 
seem proper in regard to guaranteeing proper professional management 
in the work of opening and working mines, on the recommendation of the 
Inspector of Mines and in conformity with the opinion of the Attorney- 
General of the Government it is ordered: 

1. Every person who intends to undertake the business of mining, 
whether it be for investigation or development, must make the same 
known to the governor of the province in which the mine is to be located, 
and the latter must report the same to the office of the inspector, accord- 
ing to the mining regulations in force. 

2. Private persons or companies shall always appoint a person respon- 
sible for the management of the work and shall set forth in the first peti- 
tion which they present who said person is and what his profession is, so 
that it may be known whether or not he is admissible according to the 
judgment of the Inspector of Mines ; and mining works which may be by 
contract or "by the job" are not exempt from this requirement. 

3. The inspector or the engineers of his office shall, upon visiting the 
mines, set forth in writing such instructions as they may deem proper to 
make for the progress of the work; and if such are not complied with, 
they shall inform this Superior Civil Government, in order that such 
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puniehment as may be merited maybe imposed upon the responsiblij man- 
ager, and, above ail, when the fault lies in the protection and complete 
security of the operatives, 

4. A period of two months shall be conceded in order that the owners 
of mines in actual operation may report to the inspector who are the 
responsible managers of their respective mines ; and, when the time has 
expired, the inspector shall remit to this Superior Civil Government the 
list of those who have conformed. 

KOTAL OUDER OF THE 13tII OF OCTOBKE, 1863. 

Madrid, Octoier 13, 1863. 

Excellent Sir: I remit to your excellency, by order of His Majesty, 
the inclosed copy of a Royal Decree issued on this date for the govem- 
ment of the mining industry in the Island of Cebu, in order that in view 
of its provisions your excellency may recommend what he may consider 
applicable to those islands, taking into consideration the necessities of 
the mining industry in the same and its administrative organization. 

God guard, etc. 

to the superioe clvll goveunog of the philippines. 

Decree of the Supeeiok Government of the 19th of Jandasy, 1861. 

It being provided in the Royal Order of the 23d of March, 1854, that 
the engineers of mines in operation or examination belonging to private 
parties shall be paid by the same the daily salaries which the authorities 
knowing the customs and locality decide upon, in view of Articles 29 and 
40 of the Regulations of said Institute, approved by His Majesty in a 
Royal Decree of the 2d of February, 1859, and by which it is provided 
that for the dispatch of business outside of the locality of their residence 
the engineers may collect as daily salary: Licensed assistants, 30 reals; 
those of the grade of first and second engineers, 50 reals; chief engineers 
of the first and second class, 150 reals, and general inspectors and inspect- 
ors of districts, TO reals; also receiving pay for transportation; taking 
into consideration the increase of the mining industry, the comparative 
value of money in the Peninsula and the ultramarine provinces, estab- 
lished by general rule, and what the Inspector of Mines has reported con- 
cerning this matter, in conformity with the opinion of the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the Government I order the following : 

Chief engineers of mines in operation or in examination belonging to 
private parties shall receive from the latter, in addition to expenses of 
transportation, from leaving the place of their residence, in going and 
coming, daily salaries, to wit : Thirty reals silver to assistants, 50 to first 
and second engineers, 60 to chief engineers of the first and second class, 
and 70 to the inspector. These daily salaries shall be paid pro rata when 
a profe^ional visit is made to more than one mine, in order that each day 
there shall he received only one salary concerning which an account and 
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distribution shall be made under the official liability of the engineer who 
discharges the duty. 

KoYAL Order of the 17th of November, 1861. 
Excellent Sie: In view of the letter of your excellency, accom- 
panied by documents No. 1330, dated January 19 Last, and the report of 
the Superior Professional Board of Mines having been heard, the Queen 
{w. G. g.) has been pleased to order that Article 51 of the Regulations of 
Mines of the 9th of January, 1846, be modified in the sense that when 
chiefs or engineers are engaged in operating or examinations which are 
purely private, outside the place of their residence, the interested parties 
shall pay to them, in addition to the expenses of traveling in going and 
coming, the following daily salaries: Thirty reals to assistants, 50 reals 
to first and second engineers, CO reals to chief engineers of the first and 
second class, and 70 reals to the inspector. These salaries shall be paid 
pro rata when a professional visit is made to more than one mine, to the 
end that each day shall be paid for at the rate of one salary only, of 
which an account and distribution shall be made by the engineer who 
performs the duty under his official liability. Likewise, it is the will of 
Her Majesty that a first examination be suppressed, which, in conformity 
with the present law, is to bo made for mining concessions, and said ex- 
aminations are reduced solely to the work required by law referred to in 
Articles 31, 32, and 34 of the law of 1859, and in Article 46 of the Reg- 
ulations. In the same manner the Queen orders that the receipt of the 
compensations of 500 and 300 poBos which are assigned to engineers ac- 
cording to rank by Hoyal Order of the 15th of March, 1854, in com- 
pensation for commissions for the Government shall be continued; all 
of which is understood to be temporary until the mining ordinances for 
those islands and the trans- Atlantic provinces, and their harmony with 
the mining law in force in the Peninsula, be approved. 

P.OYAL Order of August 20, 1888. 

[Gazette o( Manna, October 4, 18SS.] 

Most Excellent Sir : His Majesty the King, whom God protect, and 
in his name the Queen Eegent, being informed of the petition a copy 
of which was remitted by your excellency with official communication 
No. 473, of November 1 of the year last past, in which you ask for the 
approval of the decree ordered by the Governor-General of October 31 
of the same year, regarding a petition of Angel Tapia y Aragones, for 
20,000 square meters of land in Morong, for the extraction of building 
stone, and in conformity with the recommendation of the Minister of 
the Colonies, has been pleased to approve the said decree of your excel- 
lency, and order the following disposition of a general character : 

1. Article •'i of the Eoyal Decree governing mines of May 14, 1867, 
is amended by the addition of the following: "What is therein stated 
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rtapecting lands of the State refers to those that are not alienable as 
public lands, but when , considering lands that are alienable as public 
lands the Governor may concede a general authorization for the 
development of the substances comprehended in this article to anyone 
petitioning, this land conceded being excepted from sale as long as the 
concessionary does not cease or abandon the development of the same." 

2. Whenever a petition is presented in accordance with these condi- 
tions an Engineer of the Mining Department will proceed with the sur- 
vey and demarcation in a similar manner to that established in para- 
graphs 2 and 3 of Article C of the Mining Regulations, and after the 
necessary publications the Directorate-General of Civil Administration 
will send a certified copy of the plan and concession to the Treasury 
Department, in order to have the land excluded from sale and separated 
from the public domain. 

AitT. 3. Every especial authorization conceded in accordance with the 
preceding provisions will lapse as soon as the concessionary uses the 
land for any other purpose than that stated in the concession. 

Art. 4. The Treasury Department and the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration, so far as applicable to their said Departments, 
will attend to the execution of tiie above provisions. 

By royal authority. 

B. QUIEOQA, 
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CONTROL OF THE MINING INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

ROTAL DeCEEE of THE 14TH OF M.IY, 18(57. 
ChaplM. 1.— SUBSTANCES TO WHICH THE MINING INDUSTRY APPLIES. 

Abx. 1. Precious stones, and all substances metallic in their nature, 
combustibles, salts, phosphates of liiuc, whether found upon the surface 
or beneath the ground, and whatever may be their state, whether solid, 
liquid, or gaseous, are substances to which the mining industry applies. 

AliT. 2. The State is the proprietor of the substances designated in 
the preceding article, and no one can deal with the same without a con- 
cession by the Superior Civil Governor granted. 

Art. 3. Siliceous and calcareous mineral products, sands, argillaceous, 
magnesian, and ferruginous earths, marls, and other substances of this 
class which may be applied to building, agriculture, or the arts shall 
continue, as at present, of common advantage when they are found upon 
State lands or lands belonging to "pueblos," and of private development 
when the lands are of private ownership. The substances comprehended 
in this article are not subject to the form.alities and requirements of the 
present decree, but shall be under the supervision of the administration 
civil relatively to policing and insuring the safety of the work. 

[Royal Order, 20th of August, 1888, adds to Article 3 of this decree 
the following: "What is said in regard to State lands refers to those 
which may be inalienable, as lands of the Crown; but if they are alien- 
able, the Governor-Genera! may authorize, specially, the exploitation of 
substances comprehended in this article, the land being excepted from 
sale as long as the concessionary does not interrupt or abandon the 
exploitation of said substances."] (See Appendix E, p. 156.) 

Art. 4. The exploitation of substances specified in the preceding 
article shall not be permitted without the special permission of the 
owner when the land is of private ownership. But in case of under- 
taking the manufacture of pottery, china, or porcelain ware, fire brick, 
fine or ordinary glassware, or any other branch of manufacturing indus- 
try, the Superior Civil Governor may grant authority to open and work 
the same to anyone who may request it, upon proceedings submitted by 
the governor or alcalde of the jurisdiction, after audience to the owner 
of the land and report from the Mining Bureau and the Council of 
Administration. If the owner of the land binds himself to open and 
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work tlie same on his own account, and to commence the work within a 
period to be fixed by the Superior Civi! Governor, which shall not be 
less than three months, he shall have preference over strangers. 

Art. 5. If a stranger obtain the authorization of the Superior Civil 
Governor to develop any of the substances mentioned in the two preced- 
ing articles, he shall indemnify the owner of the property to the value of 
the land which he may occupy and one-fifth part more, and he shall also 
pay, as the case may be, for the deterioration or loss which the farm may 
suffer, and give a guaranty for the payment of such later damages as 
may be occasioned in the future. The work can not be commenced 
until after having fulfilled these requirements. The authorization shall 
expire when the conceBsionary permits a year to pass without developing 
the said substances. 

Art. 6. Gold or tin bearing sands or other mineral products of rivers 
and placers shall be free for use without the necessity of authorization or 
license. Only when the work is done by fixed establishments shall min- 
ing claims be laid out according to Paragraph 3 of Article 13. 

"fixed eatabliahments," see note to Article 3 of 

Art. 7. Ferruginous lands, such as ochers and red earths, shall also 
be free of operation. If the metallurgy of the iron places them in 
the first grade of materials, mining claims may be laid out according to 
Paragraph 2 of Article 13, i. e., 500 by 300 meters. 

Chap. II.— PROSPECTING. 

Art. 8. Every Spaniard or naturalized foreigneer, or person estab- 
lished in the islands with necessary permission, Indian, mestizo, or 
Chinaman may freely undertake supeerficiai work for the discovery of 
minerals mentioned in Article 1 upon any lands not devoted to culti- 
vation, whether they belong to the State or to the "pueblos," or be of 
private ownership, having obtained previously the permission of the 
owner, iu the last case, or having furnished indemnity or reparation for 
any damages. This work, denominated "prospecting," can not exceed 
an excavation of 2 meters square and 1 meter in depth. Authorities and 
employees of the administrative or judicial branches are prohibited from 
undertaking this work, as well as from becoming proprietors of mines, 
within their respective jurisdictions, or wherein they examine and take 
cognizance of concessions. 

Art. 9. The permission of the owner or the person representing him 
shall be necessary before opening prospects upon arable lands which 
contain timber or are devoted to pasture or cultivation. In case this 
permission is refused, or if two months pass without the same being 
granted, the person asking said permission may appeal to the governor 
or alcalde, who shall grant or refuse it after hearing the interested 
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parties; and if he thinks proper, or any of the parties so request, he may 
appeal to a mining engineer. 

Art. 10. In gardens, orchards, plains, or cane iields and irrigated 
lands the owner is the only person who can grant permission to prospect 
(ealicatas), and that without further recourse or appeal. The person 
requesting permission to prospect, as well under this article as the pre- 
ceding one, shall inform the governor or alcalde within whose jurisdic- 
tion he desires to prospect, for the proper action at the proper time. 

Aet. 11. Whenever the owner of the land may so demand, the pros- 
pector shall he ohiiged to previously give a guaranty indemnifying him 
against any damage which the prospecting may cause, according to 
agreement or appraisement, and he shall also ho subject to the payment 
of such damages as he may afterwards occasion to the property. When 
the permission to prospect is granted by the governor or alcalde, a 
guaranty or deposit shall be made for indemnification to the satisfaction 
of the said official. 

Aht. 12. Prospecting excavations or other mining works can not be 
opened at a less distance than 40 meters from a building, railroad, wagon 
road, canal, fountain, watering place for cattle, or other public servitude, 
and 1,400 meters from fortifications, unless, in the last case, permission 
be obtained from the military authorities, and in the other cases from 
the Superior Civil Governor, if the same relate to public services or 
servitudes, or from the owner when it relates to buildings of private 
ownership. 



Art. 13. An ordinary mining claim is a solid with rectangular base 
of 300 meters long and 200 wide, measured horizontally in the direction 
which the interested party may designate, and of indefinite vertical 
depth. The surface or superficial part shall remain the property of the 
owner of the land. 

In iron, coal, anthracite, lignite, peat, asphalt, bituminous or car- 
bonaceous alumina, sulphate of soda, and salt mines, each claim shall 
he 500 by 300 meters. In gold or tin bearing sands and others treated 
of in Article 6 a claim shall consist of a surface of 60,000 square meters, 
the same as mentioned in the beginning of this article, and they can be 
laid out either in a rectangle or a square, or in a series of squares of 
80 meters each side at least, and fitted one to the other, according to the 
wish of the prospector, hut without leaving open spaces between. 

Art. 14. When between two claims there is a strip, or among three or 
more an open space, in which may he laid out a claim, the horizontal sur- 
face of which is not less than two-thirds of a claim, of its proper class, 
and the greatest side of which does not exceed 300 meters in claims 
specified in the beginning of the preceding article, and 500 in those 
M L 11 
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mentioned in the second sentence oi the same, it ehall form an incom- 
plete claim and shall be awarded to any person asking the same. 

Art. 15. When the space between two or more claims is not sufficient 
to form an incomplete claim, according to the preceding article, the same 
shall he considered as "overplus," and shall be awarded to the owner of 
the oldest bordering claim, and if he expressly declines the same, to those 
who follow in order of priority. The overplus, whatever may be its 
shape, can not cover a greater surface than two-thirds of a complete claim 
of its class. If there be more ground, it shall eonsitut* two or more 
overpluses. No more than one overplus can be awarded to a single mine. 
When there may he a greater number they shall be awarded successively, 
in the order of priority, to the bordering claims. 

Art. 16. Private persons and companies may obtain as many claims as 
they may deem convenient, provided they do not ask more than two for 
one person in a single petition, or four for a company, and the double of 
this, respectively, in mines comprehended in the second sentence of 
Article 13. Large groups or territories of mines may also he formed at 
will, without prejudice to a division of the respective demarcations. 

Art. 17. The "investigation" permit ("prospecting" is limited to 
2 by 1 meters), according to Article 35, may comprehend the area of two 
claims, according to their class, provided at the time of presenting the 
petition there be land vacant. Two or more areas for prospecting, con- 
tiguous each to the other, may be asked for if there be vacant land. 

Art. 18. The area comprehended in a single claim is indivisible, hut 
in case the concession bo for two or more claims, with the approval of 
the Superior Civil Governoi the same may be separated. 

Art. 19. Any individual or company may freely acquire by purchase 
or any other legal means any number of claims, either before or after the 
title of ownership is issued. But companies so acquiring claims shall 
have in each case no more rights than their grantors, nor can they, as 
such companies, increase the number of claims, if vacant lands do not 

Chjp. IV.— PETITIONS FOR MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 30. In order to secure the ownership of one or more mining 
claims, one of two means must be employed — investigation or registry. 
Priority of the petition gives preference in concession and ownership as 
well in investigation as in registry. Petitions for investigation or regis- 
try may be presented without the knowledge or consent of the owner of 
the land, but work shall not be commenced except after compliance with 
the requirements and conditions established for prospecting (calicatas) 
in Articles 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

If the owners of gardens, orchards, cane fields, and any other irrigated 
lands, upon or through which it may be convenient to undertake pre- 
liminary work, refuse permission to undertake the same, the governor or 
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alcalde may grant said peniiission, with the formalities sut forth in 
Articles 35 and 26, whenever mineral may be discovered. 

Akt, 31. Any person who, whether prospecting or not, proposes to ex- 
plore and examine lands, undertaking more extensive and important 
work than that of prospecting, such as sinking shafts, running tuniiels, 
or clearing the ground, shall present a petition in writing to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde requesting permission for the investigation of vacant 
lands. 

Any person who, whether prospecting or not, desires to register one 
or more claims upon vacant lands, shall present to the said authority in 
writing a petition for registry, stating whether or not the mineral he 
proposes to develop has been discovered. The person thus sohciting in- 
vestigation or registry shall accompany his petition, at the same time, 
with a description of the claim or claims, and within twenty days he 
shall present to the governor or alcalde the certificate of the Uoherna- 
dorcillo or inferior authority proving that he has set perceptible marks 
around all the space comprehended in the area he proposes to investigate 
or register. 

The party soliciting investigation, whether an individual or company, 
may designate, according to Article l?, at most two claims for each area 
to be developed or investigated, if there be land vacant. 

Aet. 22. The governors or alcaldes shall at once order the filing of one 
or the other petition, saving a better right. Petitions shall be numbered, 
and the day and hour of their presentation shall be noted in stub books, 
kept separately for investigation and registry, and the same shall be 
signed by each interested party, to whom, cotemporaneously, shall be de- 
livered a sufiicient -receipt, authenticated by the secretary of the office 
issuing the same, showing the number in order of the petition. 

Art. 23. The authority mentioned in the preceding article shall order 
that, within three days the petition for investigation or registry shall be 
published among the announcements in the official periodical of the cap- 
ital of the province, and that the same be sent to the alcalde or inferior 
authority to be posted as notices. 

Art. 24. Within sixty days after the publication of said announce- 
ments, those who may believe themselves to have a right to all or part of 
the lands petitioned for, or the owners of the property who may have any 
claim, shall present their claims to the governor or alcalde; after this 
period is past such claims shall not be admitted. The said authority 
shall immediately refer said claims to the party soliciting investigation 
or registry, who shall answer within twenty days; within twenty days 
more the said authority shall hear the case, and taking the opinion of a 
mining engineer shall decide the same. . 

Art. 25. Permission to investigate shall be granted by the governor 
or alcalde. To this effect he shall direct that a mining engineer shall 
examine, approve, and, where proper, rectify the description; and in 
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view of his report and taking into consideration the opposition, if there 
be such, the said governor or alcalde shall decide within five months 
aft«r the presentation of the petition of the investigator. 

Art. 26. Appeal shall lie to the Superior Civil Governor, from the 
decision of the governor or alcalde granting or refusing the permission 
to investigate, which appeal must be interposed within thirty days after 
notice of the decision by the person considering himself aggrieved, 
whether he be the petitioner or any other interested party. If no appeal 
is interposed, the permission of the governor or alcalde shall be final. 

Art, 27. Permission to investigate shall extend to a period of two 
years. Before obtaining the permission, the investigator may perform the 
same legal labor as is designated for the person desiring to register in 
the following article. After receiving the permission, he shall continue 
the development under the conditions mentioned in Article 60. 

Art. 28. The person registering a claim shall, within a period of font 
months from the presentation of the petition for registry, furnish the 
legal labor for 10 meters, whether in depth as a shaft or in length as a 
tunnel, clearing, or ditch. Every person registering a claim may change 
the registry into an investigation either before or after completing the 
legal labor. The governor or alcaide shall grant the permission accord- 
ing to Article 25. 

Clnp. V.-DEHARCATIONS AND GRANTS OF OWNERSHIP. 

Art. 29. No demarcation shall he made unless, in the judgment of the 
engineer, there appears to have been di'icovered some mineral compre- 
hended in Articles 1 I, and 7 and if m laving out the same the inter- 
ested parties de«ire to include landed properties such as are mentioned 
in Article 10 permission may be obtained from the governor or alcalde 
in default of tht consent of tht owner 

Art. 30. ^\ ithm four months after the presentation and admission of 
a registry, the person regibtenng may request the demarcation of his 
claim or claims exhibiting samples it the mineral which may have been 
found, except in case of registering an expired claim. An investigator 
who at any time ma> find safGcicnt mineral according to the preceding 
article, shall ilso exhibit samples and request demarcation. 

Art. 31. The governor or alcalde shall direct at once that an engineer 
make an examination and, where proper, the demarcations in the order 
determined by the Regulations. The engineer shall complete this work 
within a period of sis months, which period the governor or alcalde may 
extend to eight months, if serious difficulties occur, which shall be set 
forth in the record of the proceedings. The persons soliciting registry 
or investigation shall be previously notified of the time of the examina- 
tion and demarcation of their claims, which time shall be fixed and per- 
emptory within the limit of not to exceed twenty days, upon the oflicial 
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responsibility of the engineer in charge. The owners of adjoining mines 
shall also be notified, and likewise the demarcations shall be previously 
announced in the official periodical of the capital of the province. 

Art. 33. If it appears from the examination that the "legal labor" has 
been furnished, that the land is vacant, and that mineral has been dis- 
covered according to Article 30, the engineer shall at once proceed to 
lay out the claim or claims in accordance with the designation, collecting 
samples of the mineral and fixing the points where are to be set the land- 
marks, which must be firm, durable, and easily perceptible. If the 
engineer finds the description defective or badly made, on account of 
measures not being exact or the superposition of other claims with better 
right, he shall rectify the same upon laying out the claim, in accord with 
the interested parties, provided the land is vacant. 

Art. 33. Engineers shall make use of the magnetic north and south 
line for the purpose of taking directions, but whenever it is possible they 
shall determine the location of the mouth of the mine, in respect to the 
legal work upon the same, by fixed and perceptible objects on the eround, 
and note their distances, and miners shall he obliged to preserve, in the 
future, their landmarks in the best condition. 

Art. 34. When from the examination of a registrered claim to be laid 
out there may appear to have been no mineral discovered, in accordance 
with Article 2d, the governor or alcalde shall declare the registry void 
or forfeited and the land vacant, unless the person registering the same 
may have appealed before or shall appeal within eight days after the 
examination, soliciting permission to investigate the same locality. In 
such case the provisions of Articles 3,5 and 28 shall be observed. 

Art. 35. Complete claims, incomplete claims, overpluses, groups or 
combinations of mines, general galleries, earth heaps and dross heaps 
shall be laid out, according to their respective conditions, in confonnity 
with Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 42, and 47. The investigator who may 
have described two claims, in accordance with Article 17 and the fourth 
sentence of Article 31, may request the demarcation of both, or of one 
only, in a position which best suits him within the description. The 
ground left over shall be vacant. 

Art. 36. Within forty days after the demarcation the governor or 
alcalde shall remit the record of the case, accompanied by the opposition, 
if there be such, together with his detailed report, to the Governor-Gen- 
eral for his decision.^ 

When there may have been opposition, the Superior C'ivil Governor 
shall hear the Council of Administration, in its appropriate section, and 
also the engineer if there be any doubt concerning professional points. 

'Note, — Sinpe the tieation of the office of Director- General of Civil Administra- 
tion, these remittancee are made to that office instead of to tlie Governor-General; 
from there they are submitted to the Governor-General. 
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Art. 3T. The title of ownership shall be issued to the concossionary by 
the Superior Civil Governor (in my name). In said title shall be ex- 
pressed the general conditions of the present decree and the Kegulationa 
issued for its execution, and, as the case may be, special regulations 
required for the public convenience according to the nature of the min- 
eral or of the circumstances of the enterprise. If any of the conditions 
be resisted, no concession of that claim shall be made to any other com- 
pany or person except under the same conditions, unless the original con- 
cessionary renounce, voluntarily and in writing, his preferred right 

Art. 38. As soon as the governor or alcalde may have received the 
title of ownership from the Superior Civil Governor, he shall order its 
immediate delivery to the interested party, and shall commission the 
local authority to place the new owner of the claim or claims in poses- 
sioii of the same, in presence of the clerk, within a period of two months. 

Art. 39. Mining concessions endure for an unlimited period, provided 
the miners comply with the provisions of this decree, and with such 
special provisions as the title of ownership may contain. 



Chap. VI.— GENERAL GALLERIES FOR INVESTIGATION. DRAINAGE, AND 



AitT 40. Any person intending to open a tunnel or gallery in vacant 
ground may, if he so desires, request a concession for a gi'oup or cohi- 
bination of mines, under the conditions of Article IG. If this is not pos- 
sible on account of the gallery having to cross grounds occupied in whole 
or in part by mines already granted, either for investigation or by reg- 
istry, the person proposing the same must make agreem*'nts and sUpula- 
tzons, previously, with the interested parties. 

Akt. 41. The person so proposing shall present his petition to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde with plans of the projected work, signed by a mining 
engineer, and an authenticated copy of the agreements made with the 
miners at the time interested in the land, in order to obviate ulterior 
questions and for an equitable arrangement as to product. The said 
authority, the proper publication having been made according to Article 
23, shall remit the record of the proceedings to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor for his decision. 

Art. 43. There may be granted to the person proposing to open a gen- 
eral gallery the reserve of a certain number of claims designated by him 
from among those free or vacant in the locality of his work or near his 
drains. He shall set up these claims for investigation or. registry in ac- 
cordance with the tenns of the present decree, in proportion as his sub- 
terranean work advances, until he goes beyond them with the right to 
reject those he does not need. 

Art. 43. The work in general galleries shall follow the line or lines 
set forth In the concession; if in any case the person owning the work 
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may desire to vary the direction, he may do so upon proper proceedings 
duly filed. 

Art. 44. All mining claims shall be obhged to permit the pii'^'^ing of 
a general gallery. The same is also obliged to respect the props and 
safegnards of the gallorv. and shall take out no mineral wliich would 
leave the walls with less than 3 meters of thickness, unless he prop the 
gallery in a regular manner and at his own expense. The price of drain- 
age, ventilation, and extraction services rendered by the owner of the 
gallery or tuimel to the miner, whatever may be the means employed to 
that effiKit, shall be arranged by mutual agreement, and, in default of 
agreement, by appraisement of experts appointed by both parties; and 
in ease of failure of the latter to agree, a third shall be appointed by 
the goveraor or alcalde, who shall decide the question, taking into con- 
sideration the circumstances of each ease and the expert opinion. The 
owner of the general gallery, on his part, can not take out more mineral 
than that which he finds strictly in the line of the gallery, and the extrac- 
tion of the same shall be at his cost; and if such mineral be found under 
a claim already marked out, it shall be divided, half to the owner of the 
gallery and half to the owner of the laid-out mine. This rule shall 
govern when private stipulations may not have embraced and decided all 
questionable points between the interested parties. 

Chap. VII.— CONCESSIONS OF EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 

Art. 45. Earth heaps coming from mines and dross heaps from the 
workshops are the object of concessions, provided they he abandoned. 

Art, 46. The petition shall be directed to the governor or alcalde, 
accompanied by the description. The legal labor shall consist of three 
shafts or tunnels in different points in the heaps, with the dimensions 
necessary for showing the nature and circumstances of the same. The 
said authority shall remit the record of the proceedings, with a report, 
to the Superior Civil Governor for his decision. 

Art. 41'. The descriptions and demarcations upon earth and dross 
heaps shall be in the shape of a rectilinear polygon, according as the 
interested party may designate; but its superficial area shall not exceed 
double that of a claim, or shall be 300,000 square meters for each person 
or company. 

The preparation of the papers in these cases and the taking possession 
of earth and dross heaps shall be carried out within the periods estab- 
lished for the registry of mining claims. 

AnT. 48. When a stranger requests tJie right to work a mine laid out 
from an earth or dross heap, tlie owner of the same shall have the prefer- 
ence, if he so desires, and shall manifest the same within a period of 
thirty days after the notification. 
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Chap. VIII.— GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING T 



Abi. 49. Owners and investigators of mines shall work the same 
according to prescribed methods and shall comply with the provisions 
for security and police which are sot forth in the Regulations. Offenses 
shall be punished by fines which shall not exceed 300 eseudos, or 400 in 
case of the second offense. If in addition there should be a crime com- 
mitted, the same shall be punished according to the common laws. When 
miners find in the works other minerals of a valiiabte nature, distinct 
from that which was the object of the concession or explorations, the 
same shall be reported to the governor or alcalde, and by said official to 
the Superior Civil Governor, as data of mining statistics. 

Art. 50. From the time of taking possession of mining claims, earth 
and dross heaps by virtue of title or of concession for investigation, 
formal work shall be established upon said properties, which must be 
carried on for at least one hundred and eighty-three days each year. In 
order that said mines, earth or dross heaps, or localities in process of 
investigation may be considered as CKiCupied or in operation, there must 
be employed in each claim four operatives for one-half the year. 

Art. 51. A period of work equal to tliat set forth in the preceding 
article shall be required in tunnels and general galleries from the time 
of taking possession. The number of ordinary operatives shall be at least 
that of a mining claim, without prejudice to a greater number of work- 
men if the conditions of the concession so establish. 

Art. 52. For the purposes of occupation it is not indispensable that 
the laborers be distributed over all the claims, but that they sha'l be 
collected where m each case, it may be best for the interests of the 
enterprise In computing the number of operatives the mechanical force 
employ ed shall be taken into account. 

Art 53 \b a test that a mining concession has been occupied, the 
Regulations ohali stt toith the minimum amount of work which must 
be- done uprn tht, oame according to its conditions and circumstances. 
When the difficulty oJ working and utilizing the products of a mine, earth 
or droBS heap is shown, the number of laborers may, by order of the Su- 
perior Civil Governor, be reduced to the half of the regular number men- 
tioned in Article 50, for a period of two years at most. 

Art. 54. During the preparation of the papers for taking up claims 
the persons registering the same may commence work upon the mine in 
advance, if they so desire ; but if any opposition is presented, all kinds of 
work shall be suspended unless a sufficient guaranty be offered, according 
to the discretion of the governor or alcalde, or of the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor in cases of appeal. 

Art. 55. Every miner shall agree to aid in the ventilation of adjacent 
mines; shall permit, under agreement of indemnity if it is proper, the 
subterranean passage of water from the same in the direction of the 
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general drain, and shall consent to the transportation necessary for the 
proper service of others over the surface of his claims. He shall indem- 
nify, by private agreement or by the appraisement of experts, in accord- 
ance with the common laws, such damages as he may occasion to other 
mines, whether by the accumulation of water in the works, where, being 
warned, he does not remedy the same within the period fixed by the Regu- 
lations, or by any other means whatever from which damage to the 
interests of another within or without the mines, and in operations 
anterior, simultaneous, or posterior to the extraction of the mineral or 
drippings, may occur. If in these cases or in cases of indemnification 
of the owner of the land the miner be legally declared insolvent, he shall 
be considered as having wiSlfuUj caused said damage, for all legal effects. 
Art. 56. Miners may obtain the free and full enjoyment of ail or part 
of the surface of their claims for warehouses, workshops, sluices, offices, 
deposits for slag or dross, roads, and other similar uses, but all must be 
within the strict necessities of the industry. If for this purpose par- 
ticular agreement is not made with the omier of the land, concerning the 
superficies to be occupied and the price of the same, the application of 
the law of condemnation, proper in these cases, shall be requested from 
the governor or alcalde, and the same shall take effect within two months, 
the indemnification established in Article 5 having been paid. If the 
surface of the concession is not sufficient for or adequate to the necessities 
above mentioned, miners may obtain, outside the same, such lands as, 
in the opinion of the engineer, may be necessarj-, a proper proceeding 
for the same being instituted, whether contiguous to said claim or not, 
but near the same; and said proceedings instituted shall embrace the 
condemnation of the land, when and in the manner which corresponds, 
without prejudice to rights acquired or initiated. If roads are to be 
extended or opened outside the claims, the general provisions of law as 
to such matters must be observed. 

Art. 57. As in any other kind of property, miners may freely dispose 
of the rights secured to them by the present decree. Mineral products 
monopolized by the State are excepted, since special orders governing the 
matter must he observed in that regard. 

Akt. 58. In order to dispose of minerals it is necessary that the miner 
shall have obtained the title of ownership to the claims. Notwithstand- 
ing when mines shall have been laid out without opposition, the governor 
or alcalde may authorize the sale of the mineral, reporting the action to 
the Superior Civil Governor and declaring the interested party subject 
to the provisions of Articles 81, 82, 83, and 84. 

Art. 59. Dross and earth heaps contained in mining claims belong to 
the owners of the latter if before their registry they have not been 
granted to or registered by others. Owners of mines, tunnels, or general 
galleries shall have the benefit of water found in the course of the work 
as long as they keep the ownership of the respective properties. But 
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if, voluntarily or involuntarily, tliey should cut off or change tlie course 
of water courses destined for the uses of any town or for irrigation 
purposes, they shall replace tho water in tlie former bed, and indemnify 
the damages, being civilly responsible and, as the case may be, criminally 
responsible. 

Atit. 60. Miners shall be considered as inhabitants of the pueblos 
within the limits of which the mines arc situated, in regard to the use of 
water, forests, commons, pastures, and other common benefits relative to 
said industry, and shall be subject to the respective provincial ordinances. 
They may also establish cockpits and meat markets for the mining estab- 
lishment, provided the number of operatives exceed 100, and they pay to 
the collector or contractor of the district the proper fees or contributions 
which are established for the benefit of the public Treasury or common 
funds. Miners shall also enjoy the permission granted to farmers of ■ 
the first class to introduce Chinese colonists dedicated to the develop- 
ment of agriculture, according to provisions in force issued by the 
Superior Civil Government of the islands on the 5th of August, 1850 ; 
but as mineral-bearing lands are almost always found in impopulated 
and unhealthful points, they shall pay for each Chinaman the same 
capitation tax which the natives pay, as long as they work exclusively in 
the mines. In order that mining enterprises may enjoy this advantage, 
the following conditions shall be necessary: 

1. That before introducing into the islands Chinese contracted without 
the same, permission must be requested through the chief of the province 
in which the mine is situated, setting forth the point of disembarkation 
and the number of laborers. Said chief shall take cognizance of the 
request. 

2. That the said Chinese laborers shall reside near the mine, and by 
no means in the neighboring towns. 

3. That the transfer to the mine of Chinese already living in the coun- 
try shall be done by request from the chief of the province, and that their 
names may be stricken from the industrial poll lists for the purpose of 
fulfilling the established requirements. 

4. That the enterprise be responsible for the capitation taxes cor- 
responding to said laborers, by thirds paid in advance. 

5. That upon making said payment, a list of said laborers, giving 
names and sworn to, shall be presented, with proof of the increase or 
decrease in number which may have taken place at the time of paying 
each third. 

6. That the chief of the province shall take lists of the Chinese 
laborers when he may deem it proper, and inspect the work in which 
they are employed, for the purpose of correcting the poll lists and fixed 
quotas, as well as for the purpose of settling difficulties between operators 
and laborers, and give the latter, if need be, the protection they may 
need from abuses of the former. 
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Art. G1. Natives and mestizos, as well as women and children, who 
serve as laborers in mines or smelting works at points where there may 
be mines, tunnels, or general galleries, and where within a radius of 
2 leagues there does not exist a Christian population or town of more 
than 300 families, shall enjoy the following benefits : , 

1. A reduction of one-half the obligation for personal services to the 
public which each miner must render in his territory, if he does the work 
personalty; but in ease of commuting the same in cash the reduction 
shall be only one-third part, each person subject to the obligation paying 
in the latter ease 3 eseudos for each sis months, in advance, or 4 for each 
year, instead of the 6 generally paid. 

2. Each mining colony which exceeds '-ioO families may declare iteelf a 
pueblo with municipal administration. 

The chaplain of these new towns shall have parochial rights and privi- 
leges, and their compensation shall be paid by the proprietor or mining 
company, until there may be 500 families ; afterwards said compensation 
shall be paid by the State as in other parishes of new creation. 

Akt. 63. Persons registering complete or incomplete claims, surplus 
grounds, dross or earth heaps, and those requesting permission to investi- 
gate shall deposit with the governor or alcalde the amount of fees estab- 
lished by the Eegulations to cover official expenses. They shall also pav, 
at the proper time, the fees for issuing the title of ownership. 

Art. 63. Any person who may have made an excavation and aban- 
doned the same shall be obliged to fill it up, and he may be compelled to 
do so by the local authority or by the owner of the ground. A person 
soliciting registi7 or investigation who may abandon the enterprise shall 
notify the governor or alcalde fifteen days in advance, and shall fill the 
shafts, under penalty of a fine not to exceed 200 eseudos. Proprietors 
of mines who desire to stop work and abandon the same shall fill the 
shafts and notify the go\'ernor or alcalde one month in advance, under 
penalty of a fine not to exceed the aforesaid amount. 

The governor or alcalde shall direct that an engineer shall examine the 
work, of the stoppage or abandonment of which he may have been notified, 
for the purpose of certifying to the proper condition of the timber work 
and that the shafts are properly closed. 

Art. 64. Until the person registering, the investigator or owner of the 
mine, dross or earth heap shall have notified the proper authority of the 
stoppage or abandonment, they shall remain subject to the provisions and 
obligations set forth in the present decree. 



Art. 65. Proceedings for the denouncement of mines, dross and earth 
heaps shall remain void and be considered closed — 

1. When persons about to register the same, being previously waraed, 
shall fail ifi any of the requirements established for thRt purpose by the 
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present decree, to wit : To deposit the amount designated by the Begu- 
latione to eover offieial expenses and pay for the issnance of the title of 
ownership ; to file a deseription of the property with the petition for reg- 
istry ; to present a plan of the ground or a certificate of having staked 
the Same out in acpordance with Articles 21 and 4G ; to furnish the legal 
labor; to request the demarcation within the time fixed, and when 
ordered to pay the legal contribution he may be insolvent. A similar mode 
of procedure shall eover cases of permission to investigate, except that 
furnishing the legal labor shall not be required; but the same shall be 
required when a petition for demarcation be filed, after the discovery of 
mineral, in accordance with Articles 1, (!, 7, and 30. 

2. When any of the persons registering claims or surplus ground of 
earth or dross heaps, or a person requesting permission to investigate, 
may appear before the proper authority and propose in writing to cease 
operations ; in any of these cases the governor or alcalde shall declare, in 
accordance with the formalities set forth in the Regulations, the proceed- 
ings of denoimcement canceled and void, and the mining claims, earth or 
dross heaps vacant and competent to be registered by another. 

Art. 66. Claims to mines, earth and dross heaps expire and the own- 
ership of the same is lost — 

1. When the conditions of the concessions set forth in the title of own- 
ership are not complied with, in conformity with this decree and the Reg- 
ulations for its execution. 

2. When, on account of bad management, the enterprise is menaced 
with ruin, provided that the owner, being warned, does not put in the 
proper timbers and supports within the period fixed according to the 
instructions of the engineer, approved by the governor or alcalde. 

3. When failing to pay the fixed contribution set forth in Article 80, 
and the debtor having an attachment in execution levied for the- same is 
found to be insolvent. 

4. By abandonment, not observing the rules estabhshed by Articles 50, 
51,52, and 53. 

5. By voluntary renunciation, making the relinquishment of the claim 
or claims according to the form and manner established by Article 63. 
Persons who may have obtained permission to investigate can not be dis- 
possessed except for some of the cases specified in this article, and with 
the formalities, legal steps, and right of appeal set forth in Article 69. 

Art. 67. In cases Nos. 1 and 4 of the preceding article the admissible 
exceptions shall he war, famine, and pestilence within a radius of 60 kilo- 
meters, fire and fiood, earthquake, and heavy storm which may impede 
the labor, and always "force majeure" proven in due form. 

Art. 68. Interested parties may file claims before the Superior Civil 
Governor, according to Article 89, within thirty days after notification, 
against the decisions of the governor or alcaide ordering ex officio, in 
accordance with Article 65, that the proceedings of denouncenlent be void 
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and considered closed. Without prejudice to carrying out; at tlic proper 
time, the publication or announcement of void and closed denouncement 
proceedings, the goyernor or alcalde shall cause to be inserted, each six 
months, in the official periodical of the capital of the province, a list of 
mining claims, earth and dross heaps declared from any cause competent 
to be again registered within that period. 

Art. G9. In the cases mentioned in Article 66, the governor or alcalde 
shall order the cancellation, a proceeding being previously instituted 
either officially or at the instance of a party soliciting registry. These 
proceedings of registry of mines, whether of mines which have been for- 
merly worked in olden times, or mines title of ownership to which was 
issued in modern times, shall consist simply of a petition, that a forfei- 
ture be declared against the present incumbent, or if such forfeiture 
has already been declared, praying that the mine be awarded to the 
petitioner. A description shall accompany the petition for registry ; and 
as soon as the forfeiture is declared, or appears to have been previously 
declared, the petitioner may request the demarcation of the mine, without 
being subject to furnishing the legal labor. The concessionary whose title 
is thus forfeited may appeal to the Superior Civil Governor within thirty 
days, counting from the day of the notification; if he feels himself 
aggrieved by the decision rendered by said Superior Governor he may 
present his case to the Council of Administration, by way of administra- 
tive proceeding, within a period of thirty days after the notification. 
From the decision of the said council he may have another appeal to the 
Council of State, within the period prescribed by the Koyal Decree of the 
4:th of July, 1861. After the action canceling a concession of a mine, 
earth or dross heap, or of a permission to investigate, has become final, or 
the voiding of proceedings of registry has been ordered, the governor or 
alcalde shall declare said lands to be open for new registry, and announce 
the same to the pubiic. Where the cancellation is through proceedings for 
registry, as above indicated, the person proposing to register shall have 
preference in demarcation and subsequent possession. Where the cancel- 
lation of a concession of a mine, earth or dross heap, or of permission to 
investigate, becomes final, or the voiding of the proceedings of registry 
has been ordered, and the ground surrounding tJie same is found to be 
registered or granted out for investigation so that there is not space 
enough for a complete claim, the original mine with its former dimen- 
sions shall be treated as again eifisting; and if the said dimensions are 
not known, or the vacant ground is not sufficient to contain the same, the 
new petition shall be void and the space shall be considered as overplus. 

Art, 70. If when a cancellation has been declared the person register- 
ing anew desires to utilize the buildii^ upon the expired claim or claims, 
or to make use of the machinery, if there be such, he may have the same 
condemned in conformity with the law. 

Art. 71. In claims abandoned for a period of ten years without being 
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again registered or worlced tlie ground occupied for mining purposes and 
servitudes and the lots of liouses now unserviceable for tlieir original 
object shall completely revert to the owner of the landed property. 

Chap. X.— MINING PLANTS. 

Art. 72. Every operator of minerals in fixed establishments shall 
enjoy tlie rights, have the obligations, and be subject to the indemnities 
mentioned in Chapter VIII of this decree, provided the provisions of the 
same be applicable to the operations. 

Art. '('3. When the mine operator can not agree with the owner of the 
land upon which he proposes to establish his plant, he shall appeal to the 
governor or alcalde, in order that, after the institution of proceedingB 
prescribed by law for condemnation, the same may declare whether or not 
the establishment ie one of public utility. From the declaration of the 
governor or alcalde the owners of the ground or of the plant may appeal 
to the Superior Civil Governor, and th(^ decision of the latter shall be ftnai 
and further appeal shall not lie. 

Art. 'i'4. When it is necessary to erect high ovens, Catalan forges, or 
any other part of the plant which may require combustibles or waterfall 
for power, the authorization of the Superior Civil Governor must be had, 
the proper proceeding being previously instituted by the governor or 
alcalde, with audience to the interested parties, a mining engineer, the 
engineer or superintendent of forests if there be such, and the Council of 
Administration. The governor or alcalde can not spend more than six 
months in tlie examination and fonnation of said proceedings, and the 
remittance of the same to the Superior Civil Governor. 

Art. 75. Everything relative to mining plants and not determined in 
this chapter shall be governed by the rules of the common law applieal>le 
to other industrial establishments, and the regulations and ordinances 
regarding sanitation and police shall be observed. 

Chip. XI.— CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES. 

Art. yfi. For each mining claim of the dimensions fixed in the first 
sentence of Article 13 there shall be paid annually a fixed tax of 40 escu- 
dos. Claims mentioned in the second sentence of the same article, 
although of greater dimensions than the others, shall pay only 20 escudos. 
Dross and earth heaps shall pay 50 escudos for each 40,000 superficial 
meters. Incomplete claims and overpluses shall pay in proportion to 
their respective areas. The claims at present granted with a less area 
shall likewise pay from the day upon which the present provisions become 
obligatory. Permissions to investigate shall ])ay 20 escudos per year, 
whether they be for one or two claims. General galleries shall pay a con- 
tribution corresponding to the mining claims which they may have 
rpBTved in th(? concession, from the day on which they are registered or 
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invostigation, according to Article 43. The respective contri- 
butions shall comnicnce to run from the date of the demarcation of the 
claims and of the granting of the permission to investigate. 

Art. 77. Mining claims at present granted, incomplete claims, over- 
pluses, and claims pending determination shall enjoy the benefits of this 
decree and the contributions fixed in Article 70 shall be applicable to 
them, with a reduction corresponding to the smaller surface they contain 
in respect to the new claims herein established ; but the contribution shall 
extend to proceedings in course of determination from the day upon 
which the present provisions become obligatory. 

Aet. 78. Mining claims for iron and combustible minerals shall be 
exempt from the annual contribution for a period of thirty years count- 
ing from the publication of the present decree. 

Art. 79. All minerals and metals of whatsoever class which may be 
exported from the islands shall be exempt from export duties as long as 
the tariff laws do not otherwise provide. Likewise, coal which may be 
imported for metallurgical purposes shall be exempt from import duties. 
The duties which must be paid upon other foreign mineral products shall 
be fixed by the tariff laws. 

Art. 80. Three per cent of the total product shall also be paid without 
deduction of any kind of expenses. All substances mentioned in Article 1 
shall be exempt from the payment of the 3 per cent for a period of thirty 
years. 

Aet. 81. Mining and metallurgical industries can not be surcharged 
with any contribution or tax outside of those herein expressed. Nor shall 
there be exacted any fee of any other kind for the shipment of minerals 
within the islands or the transportation of the same in the coasting trade. 
But they shall be confiscated when they are transported without the per- 
mit accrediting whence they came. 

ChJip. Xn.-AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OVER THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 83. All proceedings for denouncement which are instituted for 
the purpose of obtaining concessions in the mining industry are purely 
administrative. They shall be definitely and finally decided upon by the 
Superior Civil Governor of the islands. 

Art. 83. The Superior Civil Governor, when he deems it proper, and 
always when there is opposition to the proceedings for concessions of own- 
ership, shall hear the Council of Administration in banc, or in its section 
the "Gobernacion y Fomento." In case there arise contentions eoneem- 
ing the business in hand, the said section only shall take cognizance of the 

Art. 84. The party who may consider himself aggrieved by any pro- 
vision or measure adopted by the governors or alcaldes in matters con- 
cerning mines may present the matter, admini strati ve!y, to the authority 
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immediately superior to that which may have rendered the decision, 
which superior authority shall take cognizance of the case, together with 
the accompanying report. 

Art. 85. An administrative appeal shall lie to the Council of Adminis- 
tration from final decisions rendered by the Superior Civil Governor in 
matters concerning mines : 

1. Against decisions confirming or refusing permission or refusal for 
investigation. 

3. Against decisions granting or refusing authority to open tunnels or 
general galleries. 

3. Against decisions granting or refusing ownership in mines, dross 
and earth heaps, and general galleries. 

4. Against decisions declaring expiration, according to Article (i9. 
Akt. 86. Administrative appeals mentioned in the preceding article 

may be instituted as well by those interested in the decisiona against 
which the said remedy lies as by any others who, in proper time, may have 
filed their opposition with the governors or alcaldes for the purpose of 
attaching the same to the proceedings, according to Articles 3(3 and 46. 

Akt. 87. The period within which the appeals mentioned in the two 
preceding articles must be entered shall be that fixed by the Regulations 
concerning proceedings in administrative affairs of the 4th of July, 1861. 
[The Royal Decree of the 23d of November, 1888, is in force now.] 

Art. 88. All persons who institute proceedings for the denouncement 
of mines shall have a power of attorney at the capital of the respective 
jurisdiction. In default of an interested principal or of his power of 
attorney the publication of the order in the oificial periodical and, if there 
be none, the posting of notices in the accustomed places shall have the 
same legal effects as a personal notification. 

Art. 89. The Council of Administration shall take cognizance, admin- 
istratively, of questions raised between the administration and concession- 
aries concerning the proper understanding of and compliance with the 
conditions established in the concession. 

Art. 90. The ordinary tribunals shall take cognizance of all questions 
which, as to mines, dross and earth heaps, tunnels or galleries, and min- 
ing plants, may arise between parties concerning ownership, shares, and 
debts, as well as ordinary offenses committed in said establishments and 
their dependencies. The intervention of the ordinary tribunals shall not 
hinder the administrative formalities concerning denouncement proceed- 
ings or the continuance of the work. In actions for debt against mining 
establishments, the attachment of all or part of the product may be 
ordered, and likewise, as the case may be, the execution and sale of the 
establishments themselves; but the judicial proceedings shall not work 
prejudice to the labor, timbering, drainage, and ventilation of the mines 
against which the action may be instituted, or the adjacent mines. The 
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governor or alcalde of the jurisdiction shall exercise vigilance over these 
matters. 

Aht. 91. The tribunals competent to talie cognizance of cases of fraud 
against the interests of the public revenue shall be equally comjwtent to 
take cognizance of defraudation in the payment of taxes upon mines and 
the transportation of minerals and metals without the proper permit. 

Chap. XIII.— HtNlNG ENGINEERS. 

Art. 9S. The members of the lloyal Corps of Mining Engineers shall 
continue, as heretofore, their services in the islands, shall perform the 
scientific duties of their profession, and shall exercise the powers and 
rights conceded to them by this decree and by the Regulations. Tliere 
shall be professional assistants to the number necessary for the service, 
who shall aid the engineers in their duties. 

The Regulations shall determine the organization of the corps in the 
islands. The Superior Civil Governor, according to the conditions deter- 
mined by the Regulations, shall distribute the engineers now in the 
islands according to necessities. It shall be the duty of said engineers to 
collect statistics of the denouncements in wliich they may intervene, and 
make an annual report of the mining industry. A copy of lioth shall be 
remitted to the Supreme Government, 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1, Over all mines and mining establishments the Government of the 
islands, through the engineers, shall exercise that vigilance and in.spec- 
tion necessary to compliance with this decree and with the Regulations. 

2, The Regulations shall determine the form and manner in which 
said inspection shall be exercised, and whether there be any kind of open- 
ing and development of mines which demand the direction of an 
engineer or professional aid, who may serve as such professional or as 
expert, and who shall be excepted from other obligation. 

3. Concessions and authorizations granted in conformity with the 
Organic Royal Decree of 1835, with later explanations, shall remain in 
statu quo as long as they strictly complj' with the conditions under 
which they were issued; and they may also enjoy all the advantages 
offered by this decree, provided it be without prejudice to a third party. 

4. All periods of time fixed in the present decree shall commence to 
run from the day following the administrative notification of the same, 
or notice published in the official periodicals, or in default of periodicals, 
the posting of notices in the accustomed places, or the insertion in the 
same of the decisions of the authorities, according to the terms of the 

-12 
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TEMPORARY PROVISIONS. 

1. Individuals or companies who may have obtained the ownership of 
mining claims, according to former laws, may add a larger number of 
contiguous claims, upon vacant ground, by presenting the proper peti- 
tion in accordance with Article 16. 

3. Proceedings for denouncement which may be pending at the time 
of this decree shall be determined by the formalities established in the 
same, as the briefest and most expeditious, unless the inter^ted parties 
declare in writing to the respective governor or alcalde that they prefer 
the former mode of procedure within sixty days form the publication of 
this decree. 

FINAL PROVISION. 
All general provisions as to the mining industry, existing prior to the 
publication of this decree, are hereby revoked. The Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor ehal! recommend to the Government the EegiiJations for its 
execution. 

Done at the Palace this the 14th day of May, 1867. 
Scrolled by the royal hand. 

Alexandeo Castro^ 
Minister of Colonies. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE ROYAL DECREE 
RELATING TO THE MINING INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS. 

Chap. I.— OBJECTS OF MINING INDUSTRY. 

AiiT. 1. The special objects of (he mining industry are all those in- 
organic substances enumerated in the Eoyal Decree, whether said sub- 
stances are in Sodcs or strata, pockets, or in any manner of laying, pro- 
vided their exploitation require working and surface or underground 
operations that can be qualified as mining industry pursued in compli- 
ance with the rules of the art. Precious stones in all cases where they 
can be exploited shall likewise form a special object of the said industry, 
independently of the manner and locality of discovery. 

Art. 2. If a petition filed for the exploitation of a mine seem to con- 
found substances referred to in Article 1 of the Royal Decree with those 
enumerated in Article 3, the governor or alcalde shall, at the time said 
petition is filed, make the necessary provisions for drafting said petition 
as it should be, in order that the special proceedings provided for by the 
said Boyal Decree may be followed in each case and consistently with the 
various objects of the claimed concession. 

When, after obtaining professional opinion, there occurs any well- 
founded doubt upon the nature of the substance desired to be exploited, 
and whenever the respective owners of the ground raise such doubt 
within the term set for opposing petitions about minerals included in 
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Article 1 of the Itoyal Decree, and prior to the survey of the lioundary 
lines in the case of petitions relating to mineral products referred to in 
Article 3 of said decree, the governor or alcalde shall suspend the pro- 
ceedings in the petition and shall immediately report to the Superior 
Civil Governor, by the proper channels for a resolution in the matter 
subsequent to the reports by the Inspector of Mines and by the Govern- 
ment and Industries Section of the Council of Administration. 

The aforesaid resolution shall be final and without any further re- 
course against it, and shall be published in the Gazette that said resolu- 
tion may form jurisprudence. 

Aet. 3. The mineral products enumerated in Article 3 of the Royal 
Decree shall be of free use if the consent of the owner of the ground be 
obtained, even in cases where the said ])roducts are applied to pottery, 
to the making of chinaware or porcelain and refractory bricks, crystal or 
glass, or to any other branch of the manufacturi]ig industrj', and when 
the owner refuses his consent the Superior Civil Governor may grant the 
authority to exploit said mineral products for these iises only after re- 
ceiving the record from the governor or alcalde in the terms Hnd with 
the formalities provided for by the said Koja! Decree in Article 4. 

For the purposes of Articles 4 and 5 of the Boyal Decree, for "ex- 
ploitation" shall be understood to mean the separation, extraction, and 
alienation or consignment of the mineral products referred to in said 
articles, even though the owner of the ground or the concessionary, as 
the case may be, are not the manufacturers who apply said minerals 
directly to the uses stated in the foregoing paragraph. 

Akt. 4, The proceedings instituted for authority to exploit the min- 
eral products named and indicated in Article 3 of the Royal Decree shall 
begin with the petition filed by the party in interest in the form under 
Model No. 1. 

The governor or alcalde shall make the proper provisions for the 
notification of the owner of the ground in order that he may within the 
term of thirty days expose his reasons for refusing the permit to exploit 
or declare his agreeing to exploit on his own account. 

In this last case the said proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil 
Governor through the proper channels, in order that he may, after receiv- 
ing the report of the engineer and that of the Government and Industries 
Section of the Council of Administration, fix the time within which the 
owner must commence operations, said period not to be less than three 
months, as per Article 4 of the Royal Decree. During said period the 
petition for authority to exploit shall remain in suspense, and can only 
be heard if the owner does not commence the operations of exploitation 
within the said time. Upon the assumption that this may occur, the 
reports of the engineer and of the Section of the Council of Administra- 
tion shall be drafted for the purpose of considering the reasons that may 
warrant the permit petitioned for. 
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If the owner fails within thirty days to do anything in the matter of 
binding himself to make the exploitation on his own account, he shall 
be understood to waive such right. In tlie latter case, as also where said 
owner refuses to exploit his property on his own account and submits the 
reasons why he does not consent to the exploitation by a third party, the 
record of tho proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil Governor 
for his decision in the matter, to be rendered after receiving the report 
of the engineer and that of the Government and Industries Section of 
the Council of Administration. 

This decision shall always be final, without further recourse, whether 
the permit is granted or not. 

Art. 5. If the Superior Civil Governor grant the permit to a stranger 
to exploit grounds of private property for the products referred to in 
Article 3 of the Royal Decree, the governor or alcalde shall take steps 
for giving immediate notice of the granted permit and valuing the 
grounds to be occupied, and in order that payment of the valuation price 
be promptly made to the owner and the bond referred to in Article 5 of 
the Eoyal Decree given. 

The valuation shall be made by experts to be appointed by the parties 
in interest and, in case of disagreement, by a third expert to be desig- 
nated by the governor or alcalde at the time said parties in interest select 
theirs. For this purpose said parties in interest shall give said authori- 
ties due notice of the appointment by them made, and shall be 'given by 
said authorities immediate notice of the appointment of the third expert 
mentioned hereinabove. 

The security shall be filed with the governor or alcalde. 
Art. 6, After the indemnification has been paid and the security re- 
ferred to in Article 5 of the Uoyal Decree and in the foregoing article 
of these Eegulations has been deposited, the governor or alcalde shall pro- 
vide that, without the least delay, the ground be staked out by the 
engineer whose duty it may be to do so, and shall report said provision 
to the Superior Civil Governor, who shall notify the said engineer to 
comply with said provision. 

The demarcation, never to exceed 20,000 square meters, shall be stated 
with its extension and figure, as requested by the party iu interest, in 
the petition for the permit, provided always said figure be a rectilinear 
polygon with the least possible number of sides up to its limit of a 
rectangular parallelogram. 

The engineer shall make two plats of the ground to be exploited. One 
of said plats shall be attached to the record and the other given to the 
party in interest. Said plats shall conveniently determine the starting 
point of the exploitation and its boundary lines. 

If from the demarcation made there should result any discrepancies 
between the ground contained in its perimeter and the ground wherefor 
the valuation and indemnification have been made and the security filed, 
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the valuation shall be rectified by the same experts who intervened in 
the said valuation, if possible; otherwise by others selected in the same 
manner as the former. No wort shall be commenced until the rectifica- 
tion and payment have been made, if said payment must be made by the 
grantee or if the amount of said payment has been deposited in the 
manner provided for in the following article, 

Aut, 7. If any of the parties fail to appoint the experts, the latter 
shall be appointed by the governor or alcaide. Neither the demarcation 
shall be suspended nor any obstacles placed to the work necessary to 
exploit because the parties in interest do not conform to the valuations 
made by the two experts or by the third in case of disagreement. 

In the latter case the grantee shall deposit in the General Deposit 
Office in Manila or in the administration office in the respective province 
the amount of the valuated indemnification with the increase referred 
to in Article 5 of the Royal Decree. Said deposit shall be independent 
of the sum to be paid for indemnification in the case where a recourse 
interposed by the parties has been duly resolved in compliance with the 
provisions of Article 95 of these Regulations. 

Art. 8. If the grantee fail to exploit within one year the substances 
referred to in Articles 3 and 4 of the Royal Decree, in compliance with 
Article 5 of said decree, the forfeiture of the permit shall be declared, 
ex officio or at the request of a party, by the governor or alcalde. For 
parties in the proceedings of forfeiture shall be understood not only the 
owner of the ground but also any other person who, with or without said 
owner's consent, intends exploiting the same substances in the same 
locality. 

The declarations made by the governor or alcalde in the proceedings 
for forfeiture of permit can be appealed from to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor; but against the resolution rendered by the last-named Governor, 
after receiving the report from the respective section of the Council of 
Administration, there shall lie no recourse. 

Art. 9. The proceedings for the concession to exploit auriferous and 
tin sands or other mineral products in streams and placers, when said 
products have to be worked in fixed establishments (buildings, etc.) and 
to form mining claims, can be instituted without the obligation of put- 
ting up the plant prior to the filing of the petition, it being sufficient that 
the work be commenced within the term of one month reckoned from the 
date of filing said petition. 

The concession, however, shall not be granted, neither shall the pro- 
ceedings for said concession be definitely approved, until the fact is estab- 
lished within the term set by the Superior Civil Governor in each case, 
that the plant has been erected completely or at least sufficiently to be in 
a condition to commence operations. 

Art 10. In the cases where the metallurgy of iron calls as raw 
material the ferruginous earths, referred to in Article 7 of the Royal 
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Decree, the pi-oeeedings shall he immediately instituted, as all others 
whereby the concession of a mining claim is solicited, but without the 
necessity of proving the existence of a fixed plant nor of erecting said 
plant on the part of the parties exploiting said claim. Said parties in 
the aforesaid cases shall be classed as being in the same circumstances as 
grantees of mines containing the substances enumerated in Article 1 of 
the Koyal Decree. 

Chap. II.-PROSPECTING. 

Aut. 11. The permission to make freely surface work under the name 
of prospecting for the purpose of discovering minerals, as granted in 
Article 8 of the Koyal Decree, if they be on lands not under cultivation, 
shall extend, subject always to that condition, to staked-out lands, 
whether same belong to the State, municipalities, or to private parties. 

Art. 13. If the owner of the land refuses permission for the above- 
stated work, the prospector can request said permission from the gov- 
ernor or alcalde, and those authorities may grant the request, in the form 
provided for in Article 17 of these Eegulatione. 

Art. 13. The petitions filed with the governor or alcalde for permis- 
sion to prospect arable lands, part whereof is planted with trees or simitar 
lands devoted to pasture or plowing, the owner whereof, or his repre- 
sentative, refuses his permission or has failed to grant same after two 
months, shall be notified to said owner, setting at the same time the term 
of thirty days within which he is to expose the reasons of his refusal or 
silence. After the lapse of said tenn without any reply from said 
owner it shall be understood that he waives the right granted him bv 
Article 9 of the Koyal Decree. The said petitions shall be drafted upon 
the form of Model No. 1, with such alterations as may be m.^cessary. 

Art. 14. The resolution of the governor or alcalde declining or grant- 
ing the permit to prospect as referred to in Article 9 of tlie Royal Decree 
can be appealed from through the same authorities to the Superior Civil 
Governor, but there shall lie no further recourse against the decision of " 
the last-named authority. 

Anx. 15. Parties requesting the owner of a land for permission to 
prospect said land in the cases referred to in Articles 9 and 10 of the 
Royal Decree shall in writing bring the matter to the knowledge of the 
governor or alcalde under whose jurisdiction is the locality to bo pros- 
pected. The governor or alcalde shall enter in Siiid writing, in words 
and very clearly, the date of the filing of said writing and delivery, and 
deliver to the petitioner or to the latter's legitimate and accredited repre- 
sentative the certificate establishing the fact that due notice has been 
given to said authorities. 

Art, 16. For the purpose of obtaining a mining concession and title 
there can in no ease be invoked any rights claimed to be based on the 
date of the petition for prospecting, nor on the dates of the filing of said 
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petition, nor upon evidence of a personal or othur kind of the time 
wherein the prospecting was done, even in eases of lands the exploitation 
whereof ie declared free by the Eojal Decree. 

Ai!T. 17. The owners of lands, whether same be uncultivated or arable, 
having trees, or be devoted to pasture or plowing, or occupied by gardens, 
orchards, cane helds, or any other irrigation farm, shall always have the 
right to exact from the prospector to previously give bonds for the indem- 
nilication of the damages that may be occasioned by tlie prospecting. 

The indemnity shall, wlien there has been no agreement made, be set 
by the experts appointed by the parties, or by a third in case of disagree- 
ment to be designated by the governor or alcalde at the time the parties 
select theirs. For tliis purpose said parties shall give due notice of the 
appointment by them made to the said authorities, who shall immediately 
give notice to said parties of the appointincnt of the third expert in case 
of disagreement. 

When the parties can not agree as to the amount of security to guaran- 
tee the indemnity, the governor or alcalde shall set the amount. 

The governor or alcalde shall also set the amount of the security in the 
cases where said authorities grant the permit, owing to the refusal or 
silence on the part of the owner, to prospect the land of said owner, what- 
ever be the case referred to in Articles 8 and 9 of the Royal Decree under 
which said land may come. 

Art, 18. If the parties in interest, in the ease referred to in the fore- 
going article, fail to conform to the valuation of the indemnity, the pro- 
ceedings shall lie analogously with those provided under Article 7 of 
these Eegulations when treating of the authority for exploiting the 
mineral substances enumerated in Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art. 19. The distances of 40 and 1,400 meters exacted in Article 13 
of the Royal Decree for prospecting or making other mining work in the 
cases and under the circumstances expressed in said article shall 
be counted, for buildings, from the outer walls, sides, or fences; for rail- 
roads, from the bottom line of embankments, from the top line of cuts, 
and from the outer edge of ditches, and in default of said lines from a 
line traced at 1^2 meters from the outer cheek of the rail on the road- 
way; for cart roads, in the same manner as for railroads, with the 
difference that in default of ditches the starting point shall be from 
a line traced at 1 meter from the edge of the road filling; for canals, the 
outer edge of the towpath; for fountains, from the outer part of the basin, 
if any, or from the place where the water is received; for watering places 
and other public easements, from the outer line next to the spot of the 
mining work, and, lastly, for fortifications, from the most advanced 
earthworks and nearest to the place where the mining work has to 
he done. 

Art. 30. Petitions for license to perform the mining work at lesser dis- 
tances than those set forth in the preceding article shall be addressed, 
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through the governor or alcalde, to the Superior Civil Governor or to the 
Captain-General, in either of which cases the proper proceedings shall be 
instituted, subject to the report of the Engineer of Mines and to that of 
the Council of Administration in case of public easements; if the latter 
consist of roads or canals, the report of the corresponding engineer shall 
also be required. 

If the requested license be denied, whether by the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor, the Captain- General, or the owner of the buildings of private prop- 
erty, such refusal shall be considered as final without any further recourse 
against same. 

It is not necessary to request the aforesaid license for hearing and 
determining mining proceedings, even when there be roads, buildings, or 
easements within the solicited claim, if the work done or contemplated 
lies at a distance greater than that set forth above. 

In this last case the proceedings shall follow the ordinary course, but 
the engineers shall state the special conditions obtaining, for the purpose 
of enacting as may be deemed convenient by the Superior Civil Governor 
in granting the concession. 

Chap. III.-MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. si. The engineers visiting the district where the mines are being 
worked and those who survey the boundary hnea shall be careful to 
examine if between the claims already granted there exist strips or free 
spaces lacking in the extent necessary to form a claim in compliance with 
Articles 13 and 14 of the Hoyal Decree. In both these cases and whenever 
the above-recited fact comes to their notice in any other manner they 
shall notify the governor or alcalde of same. The latter authorities, con- 
sidering the land in question as "demasias" (surplus ground), as per 
Article 16 of the same Royal Decree, shall, within forty days, reckoned 
from the date of receipt of notice from the engineers, commence to insti- 
tute the proceedings for adjudication. The notice shall be accompanied 
by a topographic plan of the claims between which are the strips or free 
spaces insufficient to form complete claims, and in view thereof the gov- 
ernor or alcalde shall order that the owner of the oldest of the contiguous 
mines be notifieii to the effect that he may state whether or not he accepts 
the surplus ground, which can be adjudicated to him as a "demasia." In 
the case just recited, as also when the surplus ground exceeds two-thirds 
of a complete mining claim of its kind, the notice to state whether the 
"demasia" is accepted or not shall be given to all the other contiguous 
owners, and inserted in the official newspaper or on the notice board at 
the Government or alcalde's building. 

AH oppositions shall be filed withinthe term of one hundred and twenty 
days. Within the same term shall the owner of the oldest mine, as also 
the others to whom in order of priority may be granted the adjudication 
of all or part of the "demasias," inform the governor or alcalde if they 
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refuse or not said surplus ground, and their silence in the premises shall, 
after the lapse of said term, be understood as an evidence of their 
acceptance. 

After the one hundred and twenty days the governor or alcalde shall,, 
without any delays of any kind, decree the adjudication, and the demar- 
cation shall be communicated to the Superior Civil Governor, to whom 
shall also be sent the record with the written documents of opposition for 
his decision. The provisions established for the proceedings in the ease 
of complete mining claims shall be observed in all that has not been spe- 
cially set forth in the present article. 

Notice shall be given the engineers of the receipt of their reports and 
maps for the purposes of this article, and the date of entry of said docu- 
ments in the Govenmient or alcalde's office shall be taken note of in the 
same manner as for the filing of petitions. Prom the said date shall 
begin to run the forty days referred to in the first paragraph. 

Art. 33. The "demasia" or "demasias" may be also solicited by the 
owners of the contiguous mines, subject to the order of preference desig- 
nated hy the Royal Decree, but no concession shall be granted until the 
examination and report of the corresponding engineer have been made 
and the topographic plan drawn up as aforesaid, as referred to in the 
foregoing article. 

As soon as the petition is filed the governor or alcaide shall order the 
engineer to make the examination and draw up the topographic plan of 
the mining claims between which exist vacant strips or spaces and to 
report thereon within the term of six months reckoned from the date 
whereon he received the order from said authorities. 

After these formalities have been compli<;d with the proper notices 
shall be duly issued, and the matter shall continue with the proceedings 
and subject to the rules provided for in Article 21 for official adjudica- 

Akt. S3. "Demasias" not expressly renounced by all the contiguous 
mine owners must in all cases be adjudicated before the lapse of two 
years reckoned from the date of the concession of tlie latest mining claim, 
determining the perimeter of the vacant space between three or more 
claims or forming between two others the strip referred to in Articles 14 
and 15 of the Royal Decree. 

Akt. 24. In the demarcation and concession of incomplete claims or 
"demasias" the following rules shall he ol er d to w t 

1. Whenever between staked-out o pro pe t d m nes there s va ant 
space to take in a complete mining cla m lam can not be demarcated as 
incomplete, because according to the Ro al Decree prefer n t be 
given to the complete claim, as same for ns the unity of conee on 

2. N"o incomplete mining claim shili b iemar at d paces n t e 
tirely inclosed by mines or prospeetfe f t be necessar therefor to take 
free land outside said space and the beat ng of other co nplete ela ms be 
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thereby prevented ; in this case the intermediate space shall be considered 
a "demasia." 

3. If the surface of a vacant space, bounded by other concessions or 
prospecting permits, be sufficient to contain two incomplete claims or a 
complete one, the latter shall be invariably demarcated, and the surplus 
ground shall bu a "demasia." 

4. If a vacant space, though of greater surface than one complete 
claim, were not 300 or 500 meters long, as respectively required by Article 
1+ of the Koyal Decree according to the class of claim, two incomplete 
claims can be market! o£E, each with an average surface of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, hut less than from 600,000 to 150,000, 
as the case may be. 

5. Intermediate vacant spaces not measuring an area of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, as the case may be, or, if exceeding said 
area, have not all the circumstances enumerated under Article 14 of the 
Royal Decree, sliall be considered "demasias." 

a. When between staked-out claims there is a strip of vacant land the 
width whereof be less than 200 or 300 meters, according to the class of 
claims, said vacant land shall be demarcated as contiguous incomplete 
claims. 

7. If between staked-out claims there be old mines, the lapsing, aban- 
donment, or renunciation whereof appears to be already declared and 
adjudicated, said grounds shall bo considered as incomplete claims or as 
"demasias," in compliance with the provisions in the foregoing article. 

8. Only in the case where the declaration of lapsing, when same be not 
already declared, is requeste{l for the purpose of registering, and after 
the adjudication of said lapsing the governor or alcalde declare the 
ground in question to be open to registry, can in the sense of Article 69 
of the Royal Decree lie the reappearance of the primitive claim in favor 
of the informant as a special grace to him granted by the Royal Decree 
in reward for his information. 

Abt. 25. The only object of every mining proceeding shall be the num- 
ber of claims that can be covered by one petition according to the cases 
referred to in Article 16 of the Royal Decree. Excepted are only peti- 
tions for claims within the same boundaries {cotos mineros), which 
petitions can be made in the form set forth in Article 50 of these Regu- 
lations. 

Petitions made in the name of companies limited, unlimited, and joint 
stock, and also special mining companies, when said companies are 
legally instituted, shall be accompanied by a written document in due 
form establishing their corporate existence. 

Art. 26. If the registration refers to a deposit or extent of peat that 
does not cover the acreage of an incomplete claim of its class, the claim 
may he designated in the form of a rectangle inclosing or containing said 
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deposit. The concession shall be limited to this space, and shall be 
granted subject to the same provisions established for other concessions 
of the same class. 

In the case of exploiting several small extents of peat one and the 
same petition of registration shall cover and designate all those existing 
in the space of four contiguous claims of the dimensions set forth in 
Paragraph 2 of Article 13 of the Eoyal Decree, or in double the space 
if claimed by a company, but each of said extents can be staked out sepa- 
rately, if suitable, by forming a rectangle large enough to inclose or 
contain the whole of said extent. 

The topographic plan shall show each extent or spot distinctly traced 
according to the situation of said spots, and the surface of said spots shall 
be made to appear in the document or report of the exaniiimtion and 
staking out, as also the sum of the square meters of all the spots that are 
to be the subject of the concession. Said concession shall be limited to 
the spaces staked out, and the grantees shall pay the contribution cor- 
responding to said spaces as set forth in Paragraphs a, 4, and 8 of Article 
76 of the Eoyal Decree. 

These concession shall be reputed to be manned if same contain the 
number of workmen corresponding to the space, primitively designated, 
of one or more claims, and the intermediate spaces shall remain vacant 
for mining concessions of this class. 

Art. 27. For the purpose of separating two or anore claims granted 
under one concession the proper proceedings shall be instituted com- 
mencing with the petitions of the parties in interest, to be followed by the 
opinion of the corresponding mining engineer, the filing of said proceed- 
ings, together with the report of the governor or alcalde, with the 
Superior Civil Governor for the latter's resolution. If the approval is 
denied, there shall lie no recourse, unless the causes of the denial become 
modified owing to exploitation subsequently made or to any other motive, 
to be investigated in each case according to the circumstances obtaining 
therein. 

Art. 28. When individuals or companies acquire by purchase or any 
other legal means any number of mining claims already granted by the 
State, they shall give notice of said acquisition to the governor or alcalde 
within the first thirty days immediately following said acquisition, and 
the 'said authorities shall notify the niatter to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor within the term of two months. 

If the acquiring companies desire, owing to tlic exist<mce of vacant 
ground, the increase in the claims accorded by the Royal Decree, the pro- 
ceedings therefor shall commence and continue in the form and manner 
established for general rule in the case of registration and ordinary con- 
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the first paragraph of this article, claims, though not granted, the pro- 
ceedings wherefor are going the legal routine, said individuals or com- 
panies must inform the governor or alcalde of the purchase or assign- 
ment with the shortest possible delay and file the document proving said 
purchase or assignment, as also manifest the wish that the proceedings 
may continue in their name and at their representation. Until said 
formalities are complied with, the aforesaid authorities shall continue 
the proceedings and recognize as sole legitimate party thereto the person 
who has instituted and continued said proceedings, without interposing 
any alienation or transfer duly established, or the person who is duly 
qualified for the purpose, such qualification to he established before the 
authority hearing the proceedings. 

Chjp. W.— PETITIONS FOR MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 29. The right of preference for the concession of and title to 
mining claims by reason of the priority of petition referred to in Article 
20 of the Hoyal Decree shall in equal cases be regulated by the date of 
the presentation of said petitions. When a petition requests prospecting 
or exploiting in gardens, cane fields, orchards, and any irrigation farm, 
even if to present said petition the owner's permission be not necessary, 
if said owner declines to consent, to the commencement of operations and 
files his denial within the term of three months, no recourse of any kind 
shall lie and the petition shall remain void. 

If the owner of the lands indicated in this article shall make no answer 
within three months after his permission has been requested, either 
refusing or granting said permission, it shall be understood that he 
accedes to the execution of the work, and the proceedings shall continue 
their course, and the governor or alcalde shall authorize the prospector 
or the party registering the claim to commence operations subject to 
giving security and indemnity in the terms provided for in Article 11 of 
the Royal Decree and in Articles 5, 7, and 17 of these Eegulations. 

No recourse shall be given to petitions for prospecting or registration, 
if no license has been obtained to start the work at a distance less than 
that required by Article 12 of the Royal Decree, when it is desired to do 
said work in close proximity to buildings, roads, public easements, and 
fortifications referred to in said article. 

In all these cases, as also in those recited in Article 30 of the Royal 
Decree, prospectors or registering parties shall at the time of requesting 
permission to begin operations inform thereof the petty governor (gober- 
nadorcillo) in whose jurisdiction said operations or work must be done, 
in the form provided for in Article 15, Petitions for diminution of dis-_ 
tances spoken of in the foregoing paragraph shall be addressed through 
the governor or alcalde, and the provisions established in Article 30 of 
these Regulations shall be applicable to said petitions. 

The parties in interest shall also inform the local authority of the 
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petition by them addressed to the owners oi gardens, orchards, cane 
fields, and irrigation farms for permission to extend the commenced 
work through the ground occupied by the said properties. If the per- 
mission has not been obtained after the lapse of three months or has 
been denied within said term, said permission can be granted by the 
governor or alcalde as provided for in Article 20 of the Royal Decree 
and subject to the indemnity and security mentioned in Article 11 and 
to the provisions made for this purpose under Articles 5, 7, and 17 of 



If the permission be denied by the governor or alcalde, the Superior 
Civil Governor can be appealed to. There shall lie no recourse against 
the decision of the latter authority. 

Whenever the ground is one of those whereon to commence or continue 
work it is necessary to obtain the permission of the owner, or in default 
of same that of the governor or alcalde, the party in interest shall be 
obliged, within the term of sixty days reckoned from the presentation of 
the petition for prospecting or registering, to show the permission or 
refusal of the owner of said ground for the purpose of attaching the 
respective documents to the record, or to manifest in writing the date 
whereon said permission was asked of said owner. If at the expiration 
of the aforesaid term neither of the two documents hereinbefore men- 
tioned he filed, it shall be understood that the said party in interest 
renounces to the further continuance of the proceedings and his petition 
for prospecting or registering shall remain without course and elosal. 

Aet. 30. The term of twenty days set by Article 21 of the Eoyal 
Decree within which to present the certificate of the Gobernadorcillo, or 
of the respective petty authority wherewith to establish the fact that the 
land solicited is staked out with visible mounds, shall begin to run, in 
the cases referred to in the foregoing article, from the date whereon the 
petitioning prospector or registering party has obtained the permission 
to commence operations. 

Abt. 31. Petitions for prospecting and registering shall be made out 
in the form of Model No. 2. 

The description can be entered in the same petition or in a separate 
writing, but the two documents shall be indispensably presented simul- 
taneously, and no petition shall be admissible without said description 
as stated herein. 

Art. 32. Prospectors and registering parties shall describe the solic- 
ited claims and state clearly and in detail the point whence the work has 
been commenced, or is to commence, and starting from said point in 
relation to the perimeter of the ground claimed, they shall determine 
the boundary lines with all precision by indicating determined, visible, 
certain, and known places in reference whereto they shall ^ive in meters 
the longitude and latitude of the claims in order that the rectangle or 
figure to be had by said claims may result exact, and by marking the 
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points of the compass with reference to the said boundary lines and to 
the direction wherein the claims are to be traced, and for this purpose 
the longitude and latitude shall also bo given in meters. 

When the examination made by the engineer shows that neither the 
points of reference nor the boundary lines correspond with those men- 
tioned in the description, or that the latter are not boundaries or are 
distant from the starting point of the work double the space designated 
in the petition or respective written document, the ground claimed shall 
be considered as distinct from that examined by the engineer, and by 
decree of the governor or alcalde the description shall remain without 
effect and the proceedings closed. The resolution of said authorities may 
be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor, but there shall lie no 
recourse against the latter's decision. 

Anx. 33. At the time of filing a petition for prospecting or registra- 
tion a note shall be entered on said petition over the full signature of 
the secretary of the governor or of the alcalde stating the hour and min- 
ute, the day, month, and year of the filing, the whole written out in let- 
ters, as also that the deposit of 75 escudos provided for under Article 84 
has been duly made. 

The aforesaid note shall also state that the description is made on a 
separate writing, if such be the case, and in said case another note shall 
he entered in said writing over the signature of the aforesaid secretary, 
establishing the simultaneous filing required by Article 31 of these 



Immediately after the stated formalities, the governor or alcalde shall 
decree the admission of the petition in compliance with the provisions 
of Article 23 of the Eoyal Decree. 

The consecutive numbers for the petitions referred to in the said 
article, Paragraph a, shall be written out in letters and without any 
erasures or corrections. 

Art. 34. For the purpose of complying with the second period of 
Article 22 of the Royal Decree there shall he kept in the offices of the 
governor or alcalde two books called, respectively, "Prospecting" and 
"Registration." 

The two books shall be bound with inserted duplicate sheets, all of 
which shall be scrolled by the governor or alcalde, so that his scroll may 
appear invariably in the original and in the d>iplicat(^, and both the 
original and duplicate shall be equally numbered. 

Each hook shall have a separate index, wherein shall be entered 
alphabetically the names of the solicited prospectings or claims with 
reference to the page in the booli where is entered the note of the pres- 
entation of the petition. 

In the Book of Prospecting shall he entered the petitions filed for the 
purpose of doing prospecting and also those referring to the general 
galleries of prospecting, transportation, and drainage. 
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111 the Book of Eegistration shall be entered the petitioas for registra- 
tion, for "demasias," for dross and earth heaps, for mining groups, the 
petitions for lln' ex])ioitiitioii o thij siiiistuii.is ui'ft^rrcd to in Artielus 
4 and 5 of the Eojal Decree, those referring to the mineral products 
mentioned in the sixth when the work (el beneficio) is done in buildings, 
and the petitions for prospecting. 

In every one of the sheets of both books, divided in two parts, no other 
entries shall be made but those relating to a petition. On the left side 
of said sheets the following items shall be entered clearly and with ail 
exactness, to wit : The name of the party in interest, or, as the case may 
be, that of his representative, the object solicited, the fact whether the 
description be made in the same petition or separately, and, in letters, 
the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the presentation. 
Following this first entry others shall be made stating the main proceed- 
ings in the case until its conclusion. 

For "main proceedings" shall be understood the admission of the peti- 
tion, the publication of the description, the permission or refusal of 
prospecting and exploiting or of commencing the work, the notices to 
the effect that the permission of the owner of the ground has been asked, 
the presentation of the certificate of making of the mounds, the notice 
to the effect that the work required by law, the examination and staking 
out of the ground have been made, the filing of the record with the 
Superior Civil Governor, and the concession or refusal in any of the 
cases stated in the Royal Decree and in these Regulations. 

In the part of the right, the duplicate of the entry made in the part 
on the left shall be certified to by the said secretary, who may have 
authenticated the memoranda in the petition, with the "0. K." of the 
governor or alcalde, and the two parts shall be separated, by cutting, in 
order to deliver one to the interested party as a receipt. 

There shall be no blank spaces left between memoranda which are to 
be continued to the left part of the books, nor shall erasures or amend- 
ments be made. If any of the latter should be indispensable, the same 
shall be done through an explanatorj' note which shows the correction 
of the error, vised by the governor or alcalde and signed by the secretary, 
if there be one. 

In order to secure due uniformity, the books shall be kept in Manila, 
and shall be sent by the Superior Civil Governor to the governors or 
alcaldes according as the need them. In making up said books the 
Model No. 3 shall be followed. 

Art. 35. The number in order which, according to Article 22 of the 
Royal Decree and Article 33 of the Regulations, must appear upon peti- 
tions for registry or investigation and those designated in Paragraphs 4 
and 5 of Article 34 of the Regulations, shall be the same as shown in 
the respective record book ; this is the number by which each record of 
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proceedings shall be distinguiehed, and is that which shall be placed 
upon the file on each one similar to Mode) No. 4. 

The numbering in the duplicate books shall not commence anew with 
each year, nor upon filling one book and commencing another, but they 
must always be correlative without interruption of time or of books. 

Art. 36. Not only shall an entry be made of the filing of the different 
petitions which the parties may present during the course of the pro- 
ceedings for denouncement, but also the remittance of the records to the 
engineers, their return, the presentation of ground plans and stamped 
paper by the parties, and all things tending to show the date upon which 
different formalities and requirements in regard to the proceedings took 
place. 

These memoranda shall always be entered and signed by the secre- 
taries upon the body of the paper and page, and never on the margin of 
writings or documents. 

Akt. 37. When a record of proceedings for the denouncement of an 
overplus is commenced, it shall be made to appear by official memoran- 
dum that the surrounding mines have been already conceded by the State. 

Art. 38. If a proceeding for registry or investigation be still in course 
of determination, and a widening or increase of the elaims is petitioned 
for, care shall be taken not to form and prosecute a new proceeding, but 
the petition shall be attached to the original proceedings, which shall 
thereafter be subject to the formalities reqiiired by the petition for 
widening or increasing until the same shall be determined and closed as 
a single record 

A eonsequf.net, of thii* is that alth ugh the amount spetified in the 
Regulations for the new exj en'*ea to which the same may give rise shall 
accompany petitions for widening or incrca'*ing mming claims it is not 
necessary that they be recordLd m the duplicate books as n w registra 
tions or investigations but it is sufficient to make i memorandum of the 
same as documents as belonL,ing to the origin il proeetdin;;'' 

Art. 39, Althoigh it is njt necessary that the notices treated of in 
Article 23 of the Eo\ il Decree and othtr matttrs referred to m th same 
be attached to the record of proceedings, notwithstanding it must be 
shown by an entry that the same have been exposed to the public for the 
time and in the form and manner required by the Eoyal Decree. Like- 
wise there must be entered a memorandum of any announcements or 
notifications made through the official periodicals, without prejudice to 
attaching the same to the record of proceedings. 

Art. 40. Taking into account the provisions of Article 34 of these 
Regulations, it is obligatory to keep only the two duplicate books specified 
in the same; but this shall not prevent the governors or alcaldes from 
J such other books as they may deem conducive to the best order 

i convenience of the office. 
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The provisions in said article in respect to making memorandum of 
the principal formalities, whieh are to be made in the two duplicate 
books, mnst be scrupulously complied with. 

Abt. 41. Upon petitioning for the right to investigate, for the regis- 
tration of a mine, for dross or earth heaps, general gallery for investiga- 
tion, transportation, or drainage, and authority to develop and work the 
substances referred to in Article 3 of the Royal Decree, the interested 
parties sliall give a name to the mine, work, or object which they solicit. 
Governors or alcaldes, without further recourse, may refuse to accept 
any name which may be offensive or bad sounding, considered morally or 
civilly, and oblige the petitioners to select others exempt from such 
objections. 

Art. 42. In cases referred to in Article 2!) of these Regulations, the 
periods fixed by Articles 23 and 34 of the Eoyal Decree for publishing 
investigation or registry or for presenting opposition shall count from 
the date upon which permission was obtained to commence the work 
from the owner of the land or from the governor or alcalde. 

The latter authority can not proceed, in the said cases, to order the 
admission of the petitions in the form and manner prescribed by Article 
2S of the Royal Decree before the said permission of the owner has been 
obtained, or the same has been officially granted, according to said Article 
29 of the Regulations ; but the unchangeable periods of which said Regu- 
lations treat having passed, the governor or alcalde shall order the admis- 
sion without further delay or postponement, complying with all matters 
prescribed in the Royal Decree concerning the initial formalities and 
legal steps of the proceedings. 

Art. 43. The period prescribed by Article 25 of the Royal Decree for 
the decision of the governors or alcaldes upon petitions for investigation 
shall be comprised within the same terms expressed in the preceding 
article for cases therein comprehended. 

Art. 44. The permission to investigate which governors or alcaldes 
may grant shall be for the period of two years as set forth in Article 27 
of the Royal Decree, provided that during this time the interested parties 
comply with the conditions imposed by the same and fulfill all the 
required formalities. 

If upon the termination of said period the work of investigation has 
been pushed to a great depth, the Superior Civil Governor, in view of 
reports from the engineer and the governor or alcalde, may extend the 
permission for two more years, provided the investigators request the 
same before the expiration of the former period. 

Permission granted for investigation shall also serve as authority for 
disposing of the minerals. 

At any time that minerals may be discovered, and the legal labor may 
be performed, according to the provisions of Articles 30 and 65 of the 
ML 13 
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Eoyal Decree, the investigators may request the demiireation and con- 
cession, the proceedings being carried out in the same form and mariner 
as those for registry, 

AiiT. 45. When the petition for investigation or registry may have been 
admitted on the date of its presentation, the period of four months for 
the furnishing of the legal labor of 10 meters shall be counted in the 
manner expressed in Article 28 of the Hoyal Decree ; but in cases treated 
of in Articles 29, 43, and 43 of these Regulations it shall be counted from 
the day following notice of the order of admission of the petition, issued 
by the governor or alcalde. 

Before the expiration of said period the interested parties shall deliver, 
in the office of the governor or alcalde respectively, a writing in which 
they shall report that they have furnished the said labor and the form 
and manner in which it was done. 

The presentation of this report shall be noted in the proper book, and a 
receipt shall be given, vis^d by the governor or alcalde and signed by the 
secretary, when there be sucli. 

In case the person proposing to register desires to convert the registra- 
tion into an investigation, according to the right granted by Article 38 
of the Royal Decree, if the registration embraces more than two claims 
and it is desired to hold them all for investigation, there shall be pre- 
sented, separately, at the time of requesting the conversion, as many 
petitions as may be necessary so that each area for investigation may not 
include more than two claims, in conformity with the provisions of 
Articles 17 and 31 of the Royal Decree. 

AuT. 46. The record of proceedings for denouncement of mines shall 
be formed from the original documents, and never from copies more or 
less authenticated. To this end original documents shall accompany all 
petitions, requests, appeals, orders, reports, notices, and memorandums 
which are entered in relation to the proceedings, and they shall follow 
in regular order, showing the examination and determination of the 
business cleary and eorrelatively. The paging shall he by leaves, and 
the secretary shall scroll them, and when there is no secretary, the gov- 
ernor or alcalde shall scroll the same; and special care shall be taken 
that the entries appear in the order in which they take effect, without 
extending upon the margin any entry of later date or prior date to the 
other which may have preceded it. 

Blank spaces which may of necessity appear on some pages including 
petitions shall be properly canceled as they occur. 

Only in case the decision in a preceding proceeding for denouncement 
affects others in opposition shall a certified copy be referred to said per- 
sons affected, which copy sail be vised by the respective authority. 

Art. 47. In every proceeding, whether it be one which the decision of 
the governor or alcaide terminates, or must be remitted to the Superior 
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Civil Governor for his ileci&ion there must be noted at the tnd of the 
same by the secretary or m default of the same by the govLrnor or 
alcalde, the number of folios it contains that the blank ■•pateft are can 
celed, and any other matters proper m each cisc This memorindum 
must be written out m full and do figures nm'^t be uee<i 

Aht. 48. Proceeding'* for denouncement ma> be prosecuted bj the 
interested parties themselve"! or by their representatives In the litter 
case a legal power of attorney must be presented and attathtd to the 
record of the proceedings 

The interested party or his reprei^entati^e must reside m the capital 
or head of the provinci, m which the procetdmgb are prosecuted and 
the administration shill treat v^ith him m regird to all the formahties 
which must be observed and notices which must be served 

When for any reason the interested party or his representative may be 
absent from the capital or head of the province, or does not reside in the 
same, notices shall be served by publication in the official periodical or 
list of announcements, the respective copy of the same containing said 
notice being attached to the record of proceedings, and the same legal 
effects shall be thereby produced as by personal notice. 

Akt, 49. In order that the legal labor may show the existence of the 
mineral the exploitation of which is proposed, it shall always be done at 
the back of the lode, vein, or outcropping discovered in the regular ore 
deposits, and in the irregular deposits as is most convenient, according 
to their form. 

Abt. 60. Every private person or company legally constituted may 
petition for the concession of a group or coilection of mines, as well for 
investigation as for registration, under the following conditions : 

1. The group or collection of mines, whether for investigation or regis- 
tration, must contain twenty claims at least and no more than sixty. 
These claims shall contain the area belonging to them according to the 
kind of mineral. 

3. A topographical ground plan, properly drawn by an engineer on a 
scale of 1 to 10,000, shall accompany each petition, upon which, after 
fixing a point of departure, shall be separately shown each claim, con- 
nected according to convenience, and a report shall also accompany the 
same in which shall be set forth, under a scientiflc and industrial point 
of view, the propriety and advantage of granting the group requested. 

3. Upon presenting the petition, a deposit of 25 escudos for each claim 
forming the collection shall be made. 

4. In petitions for the investigation of collections of mines, the same 
formalities shall be followed as for the investigation of ordinary claims; 
and in petitions for registration of collections of mines, those fixed for 
the same, without further difference in the latter than performing the 
legal labor in four points of the collection, distant one from the other 400 
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meters at least when mines referred to in Paragraph 1 of Article 13 of 
the Royal Decree are referred to, and 600 when they be those mentioned 
in Paragraph 2 of said article. 

5. All other rules, conditions, and guaranties established in the Eoyal 
Decree and these Regulations for proceedings for investigation and regis- 
tration are respectively applicable to these latter proceedings and to 
their examination and determination. 

Chap, v.— DEMARCATIONS AND GRANTS OF OWNERSHIP. 

Art. 51. In order to comprise in the demarcation landed properties 
comprehended in the case mentioned in Article 10 of the Royal Decree, 
the permission of the owner of the same must be requested, and if after 
two months he refuses the same or remains silent, the govemoT or alcalde 
shall authorize the demarcation in the form and manner petitioned for, 
a guaranty and indemnification having been previously given, within the 
periods prescribed by Article 11 of the Eoyal Decree and Articles 5, 7, 
and 17 of these Regulations. 

The request for permission presented to the owner shall be reported to 
the respective governor or alcalde, following the form and observing the 
formalities set forth in Articles 15 and 29 of these Regulations. 

Art. 52. The period of four months fixed by Article 30 of the Royal 
Decree, within which the person proposing to register a mine shall request 
its demarcation, shall be computed in the manner established by Article 
45 of these Regulations, which treats of legal labor. 

If the person proposing to register permits the said period to pass 
without requesting the demarcation, the proceedings shall become void 
and be closed, according to the provisions of Case 5 of Article 65 of the 
Royal Decree. 

Governors or alcaldes, under their strictest official liability, shall take 
care that the request in which interested parties may demand demarca- 
.tion of their respective registries shall not he refused admission any time 
within the period of four months; and being accepted and admitted as 
soon as presented, it shall take the course immediately, without any 
excuse, prescribed in Article 31 of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 53. Governors or alcaldes shall direct that the notices mentioned 
in points 3 and 4 of Article 31 of the Royal Decree shall be served in the 
capital of the province, if the owners or petitioners for mines, investiga- 
tions, registrations, galleries, dross and earth heaps bordering upon the 
demarcation about to be made, or the persons who legitimately repre- 
sent them, reside therein. 

The originals of all these documents and notices shall be attached to 
the record of proceedings. 

If any of the persons mentioned are absent, in place of personal noti- 
fication, the notices shall be published in the official periodical or list of 
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annoimcements of the capital of the province, subject to the provisions 
of Article 48 and of No. 1 of the general provisions of these Eegulations. 
Also, the demarcation shall always he previously announced, as provided 
at the close of said Article 31 of the Royal Decree; and in order that said 
announcement may be made as early as possible, the engineers shall 
promptlj remit to the governors or alcaldes the corresponding reports, 
clearly expressing m the bame the days upon which the demarcations 
were made and designating the days for each mine or group of claims 
bordering or near the same 

If the owners of the bordering mines, registrations, or other works 
including those of investigation, are not present at the time of demarca- 
tion, or if tht peri^ons nho legitimately represent them are not there in 
their stead, the tnginetrt, shall require the m.ine bosses or those in charge 
of the work of all the said works, mines, or registries to be present, if 
such persons be upon the ground; and this circumstance, the require- 
ment to he present, the absence or presence of the owners or representa- 
tives of the bordering mines and of that about to be laid out, shall be 
clearly set forth m the record made of the demarcation. 

If the owners or interested parties who may have been notified in the 
capital of the province, or who, being absent, shall be considered as hav- 
ing knowledge of the fact through the publication in the periodical or 
list of announcements, are not present at the time of the demarcation, it 
shall be understood that they renounce their right to reclaim against the 
effects of the transaction, and the same shall be understood if, on account 
of the mine bosses or persons in charge of the works not presenting them- 
selves, the requirement mentioned in this article is permitted to be car- 
ried into effect upon the ground. 

No further recourse shall be admitted against demarcations than the 
protests, observations, and claims made in the act of the examination 
and the fixing of the stakes and landmarks. 

Art. 54. The engineers shall make no demarcations if there be no 
vacant ground, if the work required under the law has not been made, or 
if there be no proof of the existence of the ore. In all these cases the 
record shall be returned to the governor or alcalde of the province with 
a memorandum on the same record stating the causes of the return of 
said record. 

Art. S5. For the purpose of making the demarcations the order to be 
followed shall be that of priority of presentation of the petitions, pro- 
vided always the mines in question are all located in the same district. 

The only admissible exception to this ligerous rule shall be the case 
where the distance and isolation of the mines remove all fear of causing 
prejudice. 

Art. 56. The description presented with the petition can not be 
altered by the party in interest either after said description has been pub- 
lished or at the time of the examination and demarcation of the ground. 

Ho.rdhyGoOgle 
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Excepted from the above rule are the eases referred to in the EPcond 
period of Article 33 of the Royal Decree; but if in these cases the 
engineers do not agree with the parties in interest, the work shall be done 
in accordance with the decisioii of the former, and the latter shall have 
the privilege to have recourse to the governor or alcalde for the proper 
decision. 

If the recourse be not interposed within the term of two days through 
the engineers for the purpose that said engineers may report upon the 
contents of said recourse and deliver same to the aforesaid authorities, 
the demarcation shall be considered as accepted. 

Art. 57. In making the demarcations the engineers shall try to locate 
in such manner as to avoid as much as possible, but without prejudice 
to the exploitation, vacant spaces or strips between the claims. For this 
purpose and provided always there be no prejudice to a third party, the 
engineers may depart from the description made by the party in interest 
with or without the approval of the latter. In case of disapproval there 
shall he the recourse referred to in the last paragraph of the foregoing 
article. 

Art. 58. The demarcations'shall be made by the respective engineer 
alone without the assistance of a clerk. The work of demarcation shall 
be done in the presence of the witnesses, the parties in interest or their 
representatives, and the owners or managers of the mines and of the con- 
tiguous mining works, and the corresponding record of said demarcation 
shall be drawn up by the same engineer with all clearness and details 
without omitting any circumstance that may give a full idea of the 
ground, of the bearings of the mine, of the boundary mounds and rela- 
tion of said mine to the fixed and certain points of the place where said 
mine is located, of the nature of the ore, of the similarity or dissimilarity 
of said ore to the presented samples, of the strata, thickness, and all other 
conditions, and remarks oifered by the parties called to be present at the 
demarcation, and of their protests and objections. These parties shall 
forfeit all right to be heard afterwards if they fail to attend at said 
demarcation. 

The record referred to in the foregoing paragraph shall be signed by 
the engineer and all those present who can write. 

Art. 59. For every demarcation made the engineers shall make two 
topographic plans of said demarcations, traced on tracing paper, and 
each accompanied with a due explanation written on the same sheet 
whereon the drawing is traced. Both drawings shall have sufficient 
margin to allow same to be attached to the record. 

The scale of the plans shall be of 1 to 5,000, but the Government can 
no doubt in special cases order a different scale greater or smaller. 

For mines referred to in the second period of Article 13 of the Royal 
Decree and for collections of mines the scale shall be 1 to 10,000. Said 
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scale shall be doubtless increased, in accordance with the general scale, 
when any or several of the claims of that class must appear on the plans 
of demarcation of ordinary claims, and in an analogous but inverse ease 
the scale of said ordinary claims shall be reduced to make it proportion- 
ate with that of 1 per 10.000. 

The plans shall be drawn with care and cleanliness, with a variety of 
tints for better clearness, and shall show the exact location of the pros- 
pectings, registries, mining works, and contiguous mines with their 
mouths or points of departure if possible. 

The engineers and assistants shall observe in all that concerns the 
drafting of the plans the rules enacted in the Royal Decree of February 
25, 1863, so that the practice of the expert proceedings may be uniform. 
Art. 60. In order that prospectors may obtain the demarcation 
referred to in the second sentence of Article 35 of the Eoyal Decree, they 
must have uncovered suiEcient ore to render possible the exploitation and 
must have presented the proper petition in the terms provided for in the 
second sentence of Article 30 of the same Eoyal Decree. 

Engineers shall strictly adhere to the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and of these Regulations as to the manner of making the demarcations, 
drawing up the minutes oi said demarcations, drawing the plans, and 
shall take the greatest care in making their examinations and all pro- 
fessional operations, without omitting any data, circumstance, or 
remark that may at any time aid the better explanation of questions 
which may arise, in order that the demarcation as well as the ground 
plans may contain the basis and foundation of the rights of the parties, 
and shall fix and guarantee their legitimacy, avoiding doubts, complaints, 
and claims. 

Aut. 62. The provisions of tlie preceding articles for the demarcation 
of mining claims are applicable and extended to the demarcation of 
groups, collections, dross and earth heaps, and overpluses. 

Aet. 63. Mining engineers in charge of examinations and demarca- 
tions shall return the respective records to the governors or alcaldes 
within the periods fixed in Paragraph 2 of Article 31 of the Royal 
Decree, showing the formalities and operations practiced, including the 
ground plans, and expressing at the same time, in separate report, the 
particular conditions which, in addition to the general conditions of the 
Eojal Decree and the Regulations, should be imposed upon the persons 
requesting the concession. 

AiiT. 64. Within a period of thirty days, counting from the day follow- 
ing that upon which the demarcation was made, the interested parties or 
their representatives shall deliver to the governors or alcaldes, in stamped 
paper, the amount of 15 eseudos for each complete or incomplete mining 
claim which may be the object of the proceeding. An equal amount shall 
be paid for each overplus and dross or earth heap claim. 
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They shall also deliver within the same period the amount necessary 
to furnish stamped paper upon which to draft the title of ownership. 

The period of thirty days shall count always from the date of the 
first examination, upon which at the same time the demarcation was 
made, and it can not he understood as extended or suspended, whether 
because the engineer detains the record of the proceedings or on account 
of eorreetions or modifleationa of the original demarcation, or on account 
of any other incidents which may alter the character of final formalities 
which generally the said operations must observe. 

Art. 65. The royal title of ownership of mines, overpluses, and dross 
heaps shall conform to Model No. 5. One of the ground plans, which 
for the purpose shall he separated from the record of proceedings, shall 
accompany the said title, and the seal of the Superior Civil Government 
shall be placed upon the same. 



Aet. 66. No petition for the opening of a tunnel or gallery shall be 
admitted when they propose to cross grounds occupied in whole or in part 
by granted or registered mines, or mines in process of investigation, 
unless there accompanies the same a transcript in due form of the agree- 
ments or stipulations specified in Articles 40 and 41 of the Koyal Decree. 

Petitions to construct galleries for investigation, drainage, or transpor- 
tation shall be drafted according to Model No. 6, and in the plan which 
accompanies said petitions shall be determined the location of the proper- 
ties to be registered and the mines of other interested parties which, as 
the ease may be, the plan may cover. 

Art. 67. When the concession of general galleriesfor investigation, 
drainage, and transportation is proposed, at the time of publishing the 
description within the periods fixed by Point 3 of Article 41 of the Royal 
Decree, the governor or alcalde shall order that the proper personal 
notices be served upon the interested parties and owners of the registered 
properties or mines comprised within the space to be traversed by the gen- 
eral gallery. 

The notices shall be served upon the attorneys or representatives of the 
interested parties or owners, if they be legally authorized thereto. 

When notice must be served on account of the existence of registered 
properties and mines above referred to before the governor or alcalde 
remits the proceedings to the Superior Civil Governor, the provisions 
respecting investigations and registries prescribed by Article 24 of the 
Royal Decree, and those prescribed by Articles 5, 7, 15, 17, 39, 4S, and 13 
of these Regulations shall be observed. 

Art. 68. The reservation of claims for the person undertaking the con- 
struction of a general gallery, according to Article 43 of the Royal 
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Iit'cree, shall be solicited by the said person when he petitions for autho!'- 
ity to undertake the work, expressing the number of claims, describing 
them, and showing them on the ground plan. No registry or investiga- 
tion shall be permitted upon the grounds which the same may occupy 
accordmg to the pround plan as long as the permission to carry on the 
work of the general gallery remains in force; and onlv wlien the subter- 
ranean work reaches beyond the limit and the person constructing the 
gallery does not make the claims the object of registry or investigation, 
the engineers, upon visiting the mines of the district, shall make proper 
report to the governor or alcalde to the end that he may order tiiat within 
a period of thirty days the said person or liis representative shall choose 
between instituting the proper proceedings for investigation or registry, 
or the declaring of the land as vacant, and the renouncement of th3 
claims as not suitable. 

This declaration shall be made by the governor or alcalde, when it is 
proper, fifteen days after having received the answer of the person con- 
structing the gallery, and it shall be published in the oiBcial periodical or 
circular of announcements of the capital of the province. If the said 
person does not answer the notification of the governor or alcalde within 
a period of thirty days, it shall be understood that he renouncL>s his rightf, 
and the declaration shall be made without further recourse, after being 
approved by the Superior Civil Crovernor. 

Art. 69. For the purpose of changing a line or lines fixed in a concis- 
sion for general galleries, the proceedings instituted according to Article 
43 of the Royal Decree shall observe the same legal steps and contain the 
same formalities as the original proceedings for securing the concession. 

Aht. 70. In case of nonagroement of the interested parties with the 
appraisement mentioned in Point 3 of Article 44 of the Royal Decree, the 
provisions set forth in Articles 5 and 7 of these Ilegulations, as far as 
applicable, shall be observed. 

Art. 71. The Superior Civil Governor shall grant permission to open 
galleries by superior decrees, in which shall be set forth the technical con- 
ditions and other things proper to impose upon the interested parties, 
according to cases. 

When a superior decree for the concession of a general gallery has been 
issued and received the governor or alcalde shall order that possession be 
given in the time and form prescribed by Article 38 of the Royal Decree. 

Chap. VII.— CONCESSIONS OF EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 

Art. 73. Proceedings instituted for the purpose of obtaining conces- 
sions for the working and developing of earth and dross heaps shall fol- 
low the course prescribed by the Royal Decree, and that which Chapters 
IV and V of these Regulations establish In regard to registry. 

Art. 73. The preference granted by Article 48 of the Royal Decree to 
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the owner of a dross or earth heap, when a stranger asks for a concession 
to work a mine within the demarcation of the same, shall liold good in 
cases of proposing to register or of authority to investigate said property- 

In both cases the governors or alcaldes, upon the presentation of the 
petition, shall order the projjer notice to be served upon the concessionary 
of the earth or dross heap, or upon his representative: if within the 
period of thirty days, fixed hy the Royal Decree, an answer has not been 
presented to the said governor or alcalde, it shall be iinderstood that he 
renounces his right of preference. 

If the dross or earth heap is not laid out at the time of presenting the 
petition to register or investigate a mine, the said preference can not b.; 
claimed, nor can those interested in the new proposition enjoy the owner- 
ship provided in Article 59 of the Eoyal Decree. All the parties shall 
subject themselves to the prosecution of the proper proceedings for con- 
cession without any right of preference, provided that upon working the 
said claims there be observed the rules of pohee and security already in 
force or which may in the future be ordered. 

Chap. VIII.— GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 7i. Miners shall perform their work according to the rules of the 
art, and shall take care that mines are clean, drained, and well ventilated. 
Avaricious exploitations, by which, in addition to failure to timber and 
secure the mine, ulterior benefits are rendered impossible or difScult, and 
lives of operatives are endangered, shall be considered aa contrary to the 
Eoyal Decree. 

The preservation of stakes or landmarks fixed in laying out claims 
shall be obligatory upon miners, as also the observance of the provisions, 
as well concerning police and sanitation as concerning timbering, con- 
tained in the Regulations governing these matters, the rules prescribed 
by engineers in particular cases, and orders of the local authorities, issued 
upon professional reports, exclusively concerning health. 

Governors and alcaldes, upon examination and report of the proper 
engineer, shall fix in each case, and at the instance of a party, the period 
within which water accumulated in the worlcing of the mine shall be 
bailed or drained, and particular exactness shall be maintained upon this 
point, the shortest possible periods being fixed, for the purpose of avoid- 
ing that a mine utilize the same at the expense or to the damage of 
another. 

Art. 75. For the purposes and for compliance with the proceeding 
article, and in order to enforce compliance with the provisions of the 
Royal Decree and these Regulations, the owners of a mine or mines and 
the concessionaries of galleries, rights to investigate, earth and dross 
heaps, shall keep a book, bound, paged, and scrolled upon all its leaves by 
the Gobcrnadorcillo of the jurisdiction. 

This book shall have for a title "Book of visits of the 
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(gallery or claim for imeitigatirn) Eituat(.d in the District of 
, and upon its first p^ge a memoranduni shall be entered 



by the Gobernadorcillo and DirectorciUo shoH ing the numbLr of pages 
composing the book. 

Aht. 76. The engineers, at leist once m each two \ear& unkss the 
urgencies of the service prevtnt <*liall make a round ot visits to mines 
and mining works, and shall sliow b^ a memorandum m the book nn,n 
tioned in the preceding article the state m which thej find said mints 
and the defects they observe in the operation of the same ind the\ shall 
set forth such rules as they ma^ deem pirtineat as w(,ll concerning the 
methods of operation as concerning police health and other matterii 
necessary to the advancement of the mdustr\ \qA the legitimate benefit 
of the operators. 

During the said visits they shall make the reports mentioned in 
Articles 21 and 68 of these Regulations. 

Art. '!1. The chief of the district shall also keep a book, paged and 
scrolled, in which the visits to the mines shall be entered. In this book 
shall be entered the communications which the engineers may remit con- 
cerning the result of each of the visits made, and the rules or warning 
which they may have inscribed in the book belonging to the mine, and 
other matters of this nature. 

This shall be no impediment to the fact that, during the course of his 
visits in the district, the engineer shall immediately report to the gov- 
ernors or alcaldes such grave offenses as could not have been avoided 
and which ought to be remedied, or such as merit correction or punish- 
ment, in accordance with the provisions of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art. 78. Such labor as must annually be performed upon each claim 
as a proof of its being occupied, according to the Eoyal Decree, shall 
be fixed by the engineer in each particular case, taking into consideration 
the nature of the ground and all other accidents which might happen in 
each mine. 

The collection of laborers authorized by Article 52 of the Eoyal Decree 
may take place without special permission when the work is done upon 
different claims granted in one mining concession obtained in accordance 
with the provisions of Articles 16 and 17 of the said Royal Decree. 

When it is necessary to make such collection upon claims granted in 
distinct mining concessions, the permission of the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor must be previously obtained. This permission shall be granted 
only when mines obtained by different concessions are adjacent. In 
order to obtain said permission the interested parties must present a 
petition to the governor or alcalde, accompanied by a ground plan in 
which is shown the location of the mines upon which said collection of 
laborers is desired. These authorities shall hear the mining engineer 
concerning the matter, and shall remit the petition, the ground plan, and 
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all other data, together with a report, to the Superior CJivil (Jovernor for 
such decision as he may deem proper. 

The concentration or reduction of operatives pertains only to mining 
claims already granted, provided proceedings of this kind are instituted, 
and it is also shown in proper form that the mining claims requesting 
the concentration or reduction of laborers have already been granted. 

Art. 79. The owners of mining claims producing products which the 
fiscal laws declare as monopolized by the State can not dispose of the 
same without the intervention and under the conditions iixed by the 
Superior Civil Government. 

Art. 80. In addition to the general obligations imposed upon miners 
by the Royal Decree and these Eegulations, said miners shall be subject 
to such particular obligations as in each special case may be required of 
them, and which may be expressed and set forth in the titles of ownership 
and in authority granted by superior decree. 

Abt. 81. Miners and mining companies, having previously observed 
the formalities established by Article 60 of the Eoyal Decree, may intro- 
duce such Chinamen as they may need, provided the number does not 
exceed 400 for each mine or mining establishment. 

Akt. 82. It shall be the duty of miners to report to the authorities of 
the province the flight of Chinamen who abandon the mines ; and the 
revenue office shall direct that visits be made to the mines, whenever it is 
deemed necessary, for the purpose of verifying the number of Chinese 
listed in the poll lists of each one. In ease of the death of Chinese the 
miners shall report the same to the same authority, with the formalities 
in force or which may become in force. 

Abt. 83. Persons under lawful age who may be introduced with 
Chinese miners shall pay no contribution until they arrive at the proper 
age for such payment, and as to other matters they shall be governed 
by the provisions common to other Chinamen. 

Women who may be introduced with the said Chinese miners shall pay 
the same as natives. 

Children of Chinese miners who continue in the mining industry shall 
pay as natives and shall be kept within their respective poll lists, together 
with the use of clothing and other distinctions of their guild, as long as 
they do not secure the express permission of the Superior Government, 

Art. 84, Upon presenting petitions for registry, whether for a com- 
plete or incomplete claim, for an overplus for investigation, for earth 
or dross heaps, for the working of the mineral productions mentioned in 
Article 3 of the Royal Decree, and for gold or tin bearing sands in fixed 
establishments, the interested parties shall deliver the amount of 75 
escudos. No petition shall be accepted if the delivery of the said amount 
to the governor or alcalde is omitted. As to amounts exacted for groups 
of claims, the provisions prescribed in Article 50 of these Regulations 
shall be 
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Akt. 8S. The amounts realized from the delivery of the 75 escudos 
referred to in the preceding article shall be deposited weekly by the 
governors or alcaldes in the coffers of their respective administrations of 
the treasury, where they shall be held at their disposition for the payment 
of the daily compensation of engineers and assistants. The surplus 
shall he returned to the interested parties. 

If the 75 eseudos do not cover the expenses of the proceedings on 
account of which the deposit was made, the interested parties or their 
representatives shall pay whatever may be lacking, within a period of 
fifteen days, counting from the day upon which they may be notified of 
the excess of the expenses. 

The notification as well as the payment shall be set forth in the pro- 
j8, with the formalities prescribed by Articles 33 and 46 of these 



A statement of the receipt and disbursement of tlie funds referred to 
in this article shall he published each six months in tlie official periodical 
or list of announcements of the capital of the province. 

The provisions of this article shall be considered as a complement to 
the provisions of Article 62 of the Koyal Decree and Article 64 of these 
Regulations, in regard to demarcation. 



Art. 86. In conformity with the provisions of Article 65 of the Koyal 
Decree, no petition for registry, working overplus, investigation, conces- 
sion of earth or dross heaps, and development of mineral productions 
mentioned in Article 3 of the said Royal Decree, and the working of 
gold and tin bearing sands, shall be admitted or considered unless the 
amount fixed by Article 84 of these Regulations be paid, and unless the 
description of the claim is also presented, according to Article 31 of said 
Regulations. Nor shall petitions in regard to registering or investigating 
ground, petitions for which have already been admitted and the descrip- 
tion published, be admitted or considered. 

.Notwithstanding, petitions for investigation or registry shall be ad- 
mitted, although they refer to lands pending determination, "when it is 
set forth in said petitions that the first proceedings are not valid because 
of errors. In such cases if the nullitj' is shown and it is projier to de- 
clare it, subject to the provisions of the Royal Decree and the Regula- 
tions, the governor or alcalde shall issue an order to that effect, and the 
new proceeding shall continue according to legal formalities. When 
cause for the alleged nullity docs not exist, the petition for registration 
or investigation which presupposed the same shall be denied, remaining 
void and of no effect, and the original proceedings shall continue their 
course in the form and manner and within the periods corj-espouding to 
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When the interested parties may commit any of the offenses menlioned 
in Article 65, and when circumstances mentioned in the second para- 
graph of this article happen, the governors or alcaldes shall order the 
eaneellation of the proceedings as null and of no effect and shall direct 
that proper and due notice be served upon the parties. 

Publications in the official periodicals or in the list of announcements 
of orders of cancellation shall not be made until said orders become final, 
this being understood without prejudice to the provisions of the third 
paragTaph of Article 48 of these Regulations, 

Art. 87. In cases referred to in Paragraphs 3 and 3 of the preceding 
article, the canceled proceedings can never be revived, although the said 
proceedings which brought about such cancellation may afterwards be 
declared canceled. 

Akt. 88. In addition to the concessions referred to in Article (56 of the 
Royal Decree, in determining the causes which bring about the declara- 
tion of expiration, the concession of a general gallery shall expire and 
all rights be lost whenever the conditions of the superior decree by which 
said conce^ion may have been authorized are not complied with or fUled. 

Art. 89. Proceedings officially instituted for the purpose of declaring 
cancellation shall be commenced by a decree of the governor or alcalde, 
in which shall be set forth the causes upon which the same were founded. 
IN'otice of this resolution shall l)e served upon the concessionary in order 
that within a period of thirty days he may present whatever he may deem 
proper to protect his rights. After this period shall have passed, whether 
answer has been made or not, the said authority shall, if it deem it proper, 
order that investigation shall be made of the facts conducive to learn- 
ing the truth, and shall hear the opinion of the engineer whose duty it 
may be to present the same. 

When the proceeding shall have reached this stage, the governor or 
alcalde shall declare, according to the case, the expiration or continuance 
of the concession. 

The same formalities shall be observed when the proceedings have been 
instituted at the instance of a party, and the governor or alcalde must 
issue an order for the investigation of the matter immediately after the 
presentation of the petition. 

Id the two cases referred to, the governors or alcaldes, in addition to 
taking such steps as may be necessary, shall receive or admit such testi- 
mony as the interested parties may present to the judicial authorities. 

The period for taking all classes of testimony in these cases, after the 
period of thirty days granted to the concessionary, shall not exceed four 
months. When this period shall have expired, the governor or alcalde 
shall issue the proper order within a period of two months. 

Proceedings for cancellation on account of the formal and explicit 
abandonment of the concession shall be of official origination, in which 
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case fee provisions of Articles 63 and 64 of the Royal Decree shall also 
be observed. 

Abt. 90. In order to more completely understand the provisions of the 
preceding article and of Article 69 of the Royal Decree, the following 
niles shill be considered : 

1. A proceeding for declaring expiration at the instance of a party 
must be commenced by the presentation of a petition for registry subject 
to all the conditions and accompanied by all the requisites for those of 
its class, fixed by the Royal Decree and these Regulations. The only dif- 
ference in the petition shall consist in showing that a prior concession 
of the lands proposed to be taken up exists, the name of which and that 
of the concessionary shall he expressed if they are known; and that said 
concession should be declared expired, according to the said Royal Decree 
and tliese Regulations, on account of offenses which must be clearly set 
forth, and that the petitioner prays that said former concession be 
declared expired and that the proceedings of registry be considered. 
When the expiration of a claim for investigation is petitioned for, a peti- 
tion for permission to investigate must be presented with all the condi- 
tions and formalities which the law required and setting forth the 
information specified for registration in the preceding case. 

2. The expiration being ordered and carried into effect, the period for 
requesting demarcation shall commence to run from the date of the same, 
but if the declaration of expiration is not made and the prior concession 
is declared in force, the cancellation of the proceedings for registry or 
investigation shall be at once ordered, 

3, When registration or the right to investigate only is requested, with- 
out stating that a prior concession exists upon the location designated, 
and without asking, in consequence, a declaration of expiration, this cir- 
cumstance shall not invalidate the petition nor prejudice the granting of 
the concession desired. When in any stage of the proceedings for registry 
or investigation the existence of a prior concession not legally expired 
becomes known, the determination of the pending proceeding shall be 
suspended until, as a continuation of the same, the proper proceedings 
for declaring the expiration he instituted and detennined, and the 
original proceedings shall again resume their course according to the 
stage in which they were suspended, as soon ae the order of expiration be- 
comes final : otherwise the original petition shall be canceled. 

If through ignorance of the fact, and on account of not showing that a 
prior concession existed upon lands petitioned for, a new petition should 
follow all the formalities up to the granting of a right to register or in- 
vestigate, after the period for presenting claims, according to the Royal 
Decree and Article 97 of these Regulations, shall have passed, and no 
claim be presented, further recourse for annulment of the new proceed- 
ings, founded upon the failure to declare the former concession expired,' 
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shall not be admitted. For these cases and for all successive legal dfocts 
a concession upon the lands of which another of whatsoever claa may 
have been obtained shall be considered as expired. 



Art. 91. All operators of mines in fixed establishments shall eajoy the 
rights and perform the obligations referred to in Article 72 of the Royal 
Decree. 

In the determination of proceedings of this class, relative to indemni- 
ties, the legal steps shall he followed and the formalities shall be observed 
which are specified in Articles 5, 7, 17, 18, and 29 of these Regulations. 

Chap. X1.-CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES. 

Art. 98. When proceedings for mining rights arrive at the stage when 
liability to the annual tax commences, in conformity with the provisions 
of Articles 7(5 and 77 of the Eoyal Decree, the governors and alcaldes 
must, under their ofKeial obligation, send the proper notice to the proper 
office of the pubhc Treasury revenue in order that the collection of the 
amount fixed in each case may he made. 

It shall be set forth in the proceedings that this formality has been 
complied with, and the memorandum of the same shall be authenticated 
by the "0. K." of the governor or alcalde and the full signature of the 
secretary, if there be such official. 

The same thing shall be done, for opposite reasons, when the cancella- 
tion of a concession is ordered. 

Art. 93. It is the duty of the Intendencia-General of the Public Treas- 
ury to draft the proper plans for the collection of the fixed contribution 
of 3 per cent imposed by the Royal Decree upon mining properti^ and 
concessions. 

AND jurisdiction OVER THE MINING 



Art. 94. The periods for appealing from the decisions of the Council 
of Administration to the Council of State in proceedings for cancellation 
mentioned in Articles 69 and 84, second paragraph of the Royal Decree, 
shall be identical with those prescribed in the Royal Decree of the 4th of 
July, 1861, concerning ultramarine administration proceedings or those 
which may in the future be prescribed. 

In administrative appeals to the Superior Civil Governor against the 
final action of the governor or alcalde in the cases referred to in Articles 
68 and 84 of the Royal Decree, the appeal or proposition shall be inter- 
posed within a period of thirty days. 

Art. 95. In addition to the cases in which, according to Article 85 
of the Royal Decree, appeal to the Council of Administration is granted 
against final decisions rendered hy the Superior Civil Governor determin- 
ing matters, the said appeal shall also be allowed, according to Articles 
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26 and 26 of the Regulations of the 27th of July, 1833, for the execution 
of the law of condemnation of private property on grounds of public 
utility, in questions which arise from noncompliance of interested parties 
with the appraisements of indemnities treated of in Articles 6, 11, 44, 
and n of the Eoyal Decree, and Articles 5, 7, IT, IS. 29, 51, (17, 70, and 
91 of these Regulations. 

Art. 96. Claims, as well gubemativc as administrative, made by inter- 
ested parties in regard to indemnities, shall not interrupt the work nor 
the formalities in course of the respective proceedings, to which end the 
provisions of Article 7 of these Regulations shall be complied with. 

Art. 97. No further appeals than those interposed in accordance with 
the Eoyal Decree and these Regulations shall be admitted before the 
Council of Administration, as to administrative proceedings : 

1. By interested parties to whom the right to investigate or develop 
mines in the four cases designated by Article 86 of the Royal Decree has 
been granted or denied. 

3. By interested parties who, in the said four eases, may have presented 
their opposition to the governor or alcalde within the proper time. 

3. By those who may have protested in the act of demarcation against 
this operation and its consequences. 

4. By concessionaries, ignorant of the rights which pertain to them, 
upon whose lands a new concession may have been granted. 

5. By interested parties who may not have agreed with the appraise- 
ment of indemnity referred to in Article 96 of these Regulations. 

6. By concessionaries who may resist particular conditions, or who pre- 
sent questions concerning the proper understanding of and eompHance 
with the terms of the concession, provided these questions have already 
been passed upon gubernatively. 

The period for instituting these appeals Sxed by Article 87 of the 
Royal Decree shall be counted, according to the cases, from the date of 
the notice or the publication of the decision of the Superior Civil Cov- 
emor in the official periodical or list of announcements of the capital of 
the province, until the day upon which the same is presented in the office 
of the secretary of the Council of Administration. 

After the periods indicated and all others within which the Royal De- 
cree and these Regulations grant the privilege of presenting claims, or 
the administrative appeal, shall have passed the orders and decisions shall 
become ripe for execution. 

In case of appeal by third parties from grant of concessions or the 
validity of proceedings in respect to concessionaries it shall be necessary 
to notify the latter, but not require them to appear, and it shall be under- 
stood that they renounce their right to be heard if within the time speci- 
fied they do not appear in the proceedings. 

When complainants are the interested parties to whom, after laying 
M L 14 
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out the aanie, thy concession was not granted, for the validitj' of proctjed- 
ings in respect to third parties presenting opposition, it shall likewise be 
necessary to notify the latter, hut not require their appearance, and it 
shall be understood that they renounce their right to be heard in the same 
manner as concessionaries. 

These latter appellants, as well as third parties presenting opposition, 
in the appeals mentioned in the two preee<ling paragraphs, shall, upon 
appearing in the proceedings, have no other character than that of coad- 
jutants of the administration. 

Art. 98. In order to comply with the provisions of Article 90 of the 
Royal Decree it shall be understood that the cognizance which the ordi- 
nary tribunals may exercise of all questions concerning mines, earth and 
dross heaps, tunnels, galleries, and mining plants, raised between parties 
as to ownership, must be exercised only in case the State has granted the 
proper concessions giving that ownership which the Eoyal Decree recog- 
nizes in the substances indicated in Article 1 ; but if the questions refer 
to better right to ownership not yet granted by the administration, the 
tribunals, by their decisions shall not confer other rights than those which 
at the proper time, the administration itself might confer. 

Contentions among the parties themselves concerning participation in 
the expenses of exploitation and its products, and concerning debts in- 
curred in the same or for any other cause,shall always be within the juris- 
diction of the tribunals; but this cognizance, in the present case as well 
as in that indicated in the last part of the preceding paragraph, shall not 
affect or delay the administrative action in substantiating and terminat- 
ing, in the proper form and manner, the proceedings for the denounce- 
ment of claims nor the work in the mines, the ongm of said contentions. 

The administrative concession of onr or more claims, dross heaps, 
rights to investigate, galleries, mining plante and any other class of min- 
ing work can never be an obstacle to th> dot compliance with the final 
judgment of the tribunals as to ownership and participation as aforesaid. 

Questions arising concerning superpositions and rectifications of the 
limits of mining claims or works, on the surface as well as in the interior 
of the mines, shall be within the exclusive jurisdiction of the administra- 
tion, but it shall he the duty of the ordinary tribunals to take cognizance 
of complaints for the unlawful extraction of minerals or for indemnity 
for damages in mines or concessions already granted by the State and the 
objects of ownership and rights of individuals or companies. 

According to Article 91 of the Royal Decree and in conformity with 
its provisions, the tribunals competent to take cognizance of cases of 
fraud against the public revenue shall be equally competent to take cog- 
nizance of cases which may arise and be prosecuted on account of the 
development, profit, and alienation of minerals, if the acts take place 
before the legal concession of the respective claims has been obtained, or 
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without the previous permission mentioned in the second sentence of 
Article 58 of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art. 99. The Corps of Mining Engineers shall be the only experts for 
all legal efEects in actions brought before the ordinary tribunals. 

Chap. Xin.— CORPS OF MINING ENGINEERS. 

Aet. 100. The mining engineers and professional assistants in service 
m these islands shall conform to the organic Regulations of the 1st of 
Februar)-, 1865, and shall comply with the provisions of the same, and 
such as may be adopted in the future, for the purpose of performing their 
duties, and shall, with the greatest zeal and diligence, according to the 
order and in the form and manner specified in said Regulations, dis- 
charge all the duties and obligations which arc intrusted to them and set 
forth in the Royal Decree and the present Regulations. 

Art. 101. Mining statistics shall be compiled in the future, each year, 
in conformity with the attached Models Nos. 7, 8, and 9. 

Art. 103. It is the duty of the Chief Engineer of these islands to com- 
pile Reports Nob. 7 and 8, and of the governors or alcaldes No. 9, and 
both the former and the latter must he remitted through the Superior 
Civil Grovernor to the office of the Director- General of Agriculture, 
Industry, and Commerce, for each year, within the first four mouths of 
the year following. 

Governors and alcaldes shall remit to the Chief Engineer the data 
necessary for the compilation of his reports, and shall likewise lend him 
all the cooperation and aid which may be conducive to the best conduct 
of this service. 

Governors and alcaldes shall be considered as immediately responsible 
for any errors or omissions which may be committed within their 
respective jurisdictions, as well in relation to the compilation and remit- 
tance of their reports as in failure to lend due aid to the Engineer in 
Chief in the compilation of his reports. 

Art. 103. At the time of remitting the statistics required by Models 7 
and 8 the Chief Engineer shall also remit an annual report concerning 
the state of the mining industry, as specified in Case 6 of Article 19 of 
the Regulations of the Corps. 

Art. 104. Engineers who may be employed outside the capital of the 
islands must compile statistical r6sum^s of the provinces wherein they 
serve and remit them to the Chief Engineer, who, through the Superior 
Civil Governor, shall transmit them to the office of the Director-General 
of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce, accompanying them by his 
own report and such memoranda as he may deem pertinent. 

Art. 105. Tn order to secure the greatest uniformity in the reduction 
of "varas" to meters, the surface of mining claims of 60,000 sqiiare varas 
shall be considered as containing 41,924.31 square meters; 20,000 square 
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varas as 13,974.T7 square meters, and 180,000 square varas as 125,7'?2.93 
square meters, which are the most approximate equivalents ; and, respec- 
tively, their multiples of two, three, four, or more claims; and there 
must be shown on the face of said r^sum^ the partial sums of these and 
other columns set forth in the same, and on the last page the total suma 
must appear. 

AuT. 106. In order to avoid the anomaly of including among pro- 
ductive mines some which are denominated nonproductive, it shall be 
understood in the future that if the latter mines never did produce they 
shall not be listed with the productive mines ; and if, although formerly 
they were productive, in the year to which the statistics refer they gave 
no product, they must he included in the number of productive mines, a 
memorandum being entered of the cause of their nonproductiveness dur- 
ing the year. 

When the increase or diminution of any mine or mines, or that of the 
generality of those in the province, is notable, tlie cause of the same shall 
be expressed. 

In order that the total number of operatives employed in the mining 
industry may be shown, in addition to expressing, as heretofore, the 
number of those who work upon the plants of productive mines, there 
shall be expressed, by memorandum, the number of those employed upon 
nonproductive mines, registered properties, or claims in investigation, 
although it may be by careful estimate; and likewise in the report a 
memorandum shall be made of the personnel in the transportation of 
materials. 

In the part relating to mining work shall be shown by memorandum 
all classes of furnaces and apparatus which are not comprehended in 
the columns of the models. 

In separate report shall be remitted the average cost price of the 
minerals at the mouth of the mine, and of the metal at the foot of the 
factory, respectively, and taking this as a basis, the values created in the 
mining and metallurgical industries, separately, shall be deduced, with 
reference to each class of ore or metal obtained. 

Art. 107. For the purposes of service of the Engineer Corps, the 
archipelago shall be considered as a single mining district, divided into 
three departments, to wit: Luzon and adjacent islands, Visayas, and 
Mindanao, whose respective capitals are Manila, Cebu, and Zamboanga; 
each department shall comprehend the same provinces or districts as at 
present are considered as subordinate to these three governments. 

Each department shall have a mining engineer who shall perform his 
duties in conformity with the Royal Decree and these Regulations. 

The engineer of highest rank shall reside in Manila, and, in addition 
to the duties of Chief of the Corps, shall discharge those pertaining to 
the department. 
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To aid the engineers in field operations and office work there shall be 
as many professional assistants as the service may demand. 

For the present, and while the Government of His Majesty does not 
otherwise order, the Chief Engineer resident in Manila shall take general 
charge of the service of the three departments. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1. All periods fixed in these Eegulations, as well as those established 
by the Boyal Decree, shall commence to run from the day following that 
upon which administrative notice is served, when the interested parties 
or their representative reside in the respective capital of the province. 
In default of such residence said notices shall be served through publica- 
tion in the lists of announcements or official periodicals, and the order 
or decision or the part of the same giving rise to said notification shall 
he inserted, and the period shall commence to run from the day following 
that upon which this is done. 

3. Administrative notifications referred to in the foregoing paragraph 
may be served by any employee or agent of the authority to whom the 
same is intrusted by the governors or alcaldes. It shall be shown in said 
notification that there was delivered to the interested party a copy of the 
decree, order, warning, or decision which the notice renders legal, and 
the person serving the same, the person notified, or two witnesses if he 
does not know how to write or refuses to sign, shall sign the return. 

3. All services shall be gratuitous in the issuance of proceedings for 
denouncement of mines, and there shall be exacted from the parties only 
such amounts as are designated in these Kegulations and for the objects 
expressed therein. 

The daily salaries due the engineers and their assistants in the practice 
of their official duties, referred to in Article 63 of the Eoval Decree and 
Articles 76 and 89 of these Regulations, shall be paid from the general 
budget of the islands when concessionaries or persons registering claims 
shall have complied with the provisions of the Royal D(«reo and the Reg- 
ulations upon abandoning their mining claims. Otherwise the respective 
interested parties, in addition"to paying the fines which may have been 
imposed, shall pay the same. In cases of insolvency the payment shall be 
made out of the general funds ; but the right is reserved for all time of 
collecting the same from the debtors and reimbursing the amounts paid. 

4. In gubemative proceedings all writings of the interested parties 
must be extended upon sealed paper corresponding to the provisions in 
force as to that matter. Orders, reports, and other administrative docu- 
ments which can not be extended upon the original writings shall be 
entered either upon official stamped paper or upon that used by authori- 
ties or employees who intervene in the examination and formalities of the 
proceedings. 
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5. Governors and alcaldes only, when they deem it proper, may grant 
certified copies of the proceedings to parties who request the same; said 
copies shall be vised by the officials referred to and sent out by the secre- 
taries or their deputies; all practices to the contrary, whether by secre- 
taries or mining engineers, are prohibited under the strictest liability. 

6. At no time and under no circumstances shall the original proceed- 
ings be delivered to the parties; but by order of the governors or alcaldes 
they may examine the same in the offices of said officials, when proper, in 
order that they may make themselves acquainted with their contents, and 
make such notes as they deem necessary, if they so request. The original 
record of the proceedings shall be remitted only to the Council of Admin- 
istration, when they have to be investigated guher natively, or when 
administrative cognizance is to be taJien of the same; and also to the 
engineers for the practice of professional operations and for the purpose 
of being informed concerning expert points which may be within their 
jurisdiction. 

7. In order to comply with the provisions of Article 4C of these Regu- 
lations, as soon as the Superior Civil Governor returns the record to the 
governors or alcaldes for the purpose of correcting defects or making good 
errors or omissions which may have occurred, the new memorandums 
entered shall be placed in continuation of the said record, in their order 
as to dates. If amendments be necessarv in any writing or ground plan, 
the same shall be certified upon making it. When it is ordered that a 
new writing or ground plan he presented in place of the old, the matter of 
the original record shall be taken as a basis and the changes entered in 
the new, unless the new points be attached to the record, leaving it as it 
was before, and said new points shall be attached to the folio where the 
entries and formalities end at the time of drafting them. 

8. Governors and alcaldes shall see that former annulled or expired 
records shall accompany new ones, if there be such relating to the grounds 
at issue. 

9. Interested parties shall not hinder or obstruct in any case the visits 
or examinations of engineers when the latter deem it proper to comply 
with the provisions of Articles 21 and (i8 of these Hcgulations, for the 
purpose of furnishing to the Government the means of vigilance which it 
must exercise over all works and mining establishments. 

10. The advantages hereafter to be enjoyed by mining concessions 
heretofore granted, or which may be granted in the future upon pending 
proceedings framed pursuant to the Regulations governing mines, of the 
29th of January, 1846, shall be those of extending their claims already 
laid out, if there be vacant lands, until they cover the surface designated 
in Articles 13 and 14 of the Royal Decree. This right shall give no pref- 
erence in any case over the petition of any other interested party, whether 
for investigation or for registry, which may be first presented and which 
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solicits all or part of the land necessary to ineruase tin; surface of the 
mine granted, in accordance with said Regulations. 

Petitions presented in the future for the purpose of increasing claims 
laid out under the Regulations of 1846 can request only, if there be land 
vacant, the supcrficia] extension set forth in Articles 13 and 14 of the 
Royal Decree. 

Proceedings seeking greater dimensions for a grante<l claim or claims, 
treated of, shall be called proceedings for the widening of mining claims. 
Those which have for their object the adding of one or more claims to 
those already granted shall be denominated proceedings for the increase 
of claims. 

11. Claims presented to the Superior Civil Governor against the orders 
or decisions of governors or alcaldes shall l)e remitted through the latter, 
and direct recourse to the Superior Civil Governor can be had when said 
authorities do not give course to the said claims. 

13, A duly authenticated receipt shall be given for every writing, peti- 
tion, or notice the failure to present which might prejudice any of the 
interested parties. 

13. No rights shall be acquired in the mining industry if there be fail- 
ure to comply with the strict observance of and punctual compliance with 
the Royal Decree and these Regulations; periods of time shall not be 
extended, and once passed shall be fatal, and errors of the administration 
shall not work injury to interested parties provided within the period of 
sixty days, counting from the evpiration of the said periods, they file 
claim against the carelossntss negligence in dispatch, or failure of com- 
pliance with the Royal Decree and these Regulations. If they fail to file 
claim within the said period it shilt be understood that they desist from 
their intentions and abandon the proaeeution of the proceedings of 
denouncement, which shall be considered as canceled for all after effects, 
and the administration shall so declare as soon as the state of affairs 
becomes known, and shall publish the same in the official periodical or 
list of announcements of the capital of the province. 

This declaration, when it is proper, shall also be made at the instance 
of any other interested party, provided the request is made through 
means of a petition for investigation or for registry, in the manner pre- 
scribed in Paragraph 3 of Article 86 of these Regulations. 

The Superior Civil Governor only can absolve defects which cause the 
cancellation of proceedings for denouncement of mines, in view of a 
report from the respective section of the Council of Administration, and 
when the same will not cause injury to a third party. 
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Concession a — Continued. ■ 

Lost, how maj' be recovered by previous owner.' Appendix C 
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'Do not think this is a law in this Archipelago. — Acthob. 
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Engineers — Continued. Page. 
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n claima for, shall not interrupt the work.... 

Indians may prospect. 

Iron; 



Mining claims for, liow exempt from a 
Irrigated lands: 

Conditions for prospecting i 



Limitation to commencement of work i. 
Investigation: 

Annual tas on permission for 

Petitionsfor 



L'pon petition to be addressed to governor o 

Period for, extends for two years 

When and how canceled 



Administrative appeals to Council of Administration... 
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Jurisdiction: 

Of Council of Administration defined 

Of ordinaiy tribunala defined 

Revenue defined 

Laborers, reduction of personal tax, wlieil 

Landmarks : 

Fixed by engineers 

Miners stiall preserve. 

Legal labor: 

On peat mines and concessions, defined... 

To be done under investigation 



How repoited unil to whnt autliority 

Where it must be done on the mine. 

Circular of instructions in i-egai-d to 

Necessary before demarcation 

For earth and dross heaps '. 

For mining claims, ete., each year 

To be done iu placer where gold is found ii 

For tunnels and galleries 

How to he done 

How to he computed 

Wiien, may I 



Amount of, defined in title of ownership 

When, may bo commenced in advance 

When it must be delayed 

E.icused, when 

Lignite : 

Size and form of claims 

Annual tax on mines of 

limitation: 

On proceedings to giiin consent of owner for prospecting 

On engineers in returning records ol demarcation 

On time allowed governor or alealue to remit record of demarcation.... 

On delivery of title of ownership 

Of administrative appeals, Jiow determined 

Of time, when, shall c 
Location, two methods detiiied.. 



r Civil Governor for 



Meat markets, when miners may establish 

Mestizos m ay prospect. 

Metallic sutntances: 

All are objects of the mining industry 

May not be dealt in without concession from Superior Civil Governor.... 

Dispute as to classification of, how settled „ 

Military authorities grant permit for mining near fortifications 

Must always be named by miner 

Placer, in Northern Camarines, rules regulating 

Opening of, administrative appeal to Council of Administration 

Miners : 

Must give name to 'heir mine 



,,Google 



226 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

Mmtr s — C ont mu eil ' 

Must sign receipt for petition filed 

Shall preserve their landiiidi k>i in yood condition 

Must keep a Eook of \iBit« for the engincei it mmt 

renilty for not reporting „old in place found m placers 

Must permit subterranean passage of uiter to drains 

Held to cause damage nillfully when declared legally iniohent 

Pimleges is to water 

Duty as to water 

Privileges as to water forests commons pastures and common benefits 
defined 

When may establish cookpita meat markets and employ Chinenelalwr 

Have reduction of perwonal taxes, when 

Miners' duties: 

Shall preserve landmarks in good condition 

Aid ventilation of adjacent mines 

Consent to transportation over his claim 

Indemnify for damages to other mines 

Held to cause damage willfully vvhen declared legally insolvent 

Miners' privileges: 

To Hse surface of State lands, rules to regulate 

Must comply with all conditions of title of ow!icr«lii]> 

To acquire contiguous ground . . . 

For free alienation 

Enumerated 

To use timber, regulations for 

As to water 

An to water, forests, commons, pastures, and common benefits 

Mining colonies, when, may form pueblos 

Mining claims : 

Classification of 

Limitation on number of 

Allowance of groups of 

Limitation on number, for investigation 

When and how divisible 

No limit on transfer acquired by purchase 

Two methods of acquisition 

How secured 

How acquired m tunnels and galleries 

Annual or legal labor requiied on 

When concessions expiie ind how lost 

Proceedings when ovrnership empires or 11 lost, defined 

Annual ta\ on all kinds of 

Of iron and combustibles exempt from inniial tas, when 

Fxempt fiom genera! taxes 

Mining Bureau reports on applications foi manufacturing industries 

Notices 

fo be given owner when jieimit fo exploit i'^ given stranger 

To owner of fihng of petition to ptospect his land 

Of purchase must be given by pnrcliai^er within thirty days 

By governor or alcalde ot alienation to be given to Superior Civil Gov- 
eraor within two months 



,,Google 



INOEX. 

Water 

Found m mines, ownership ot 
■ Cut oil, must be lestoiwi 
When miner mnj use 
Fall for poHcr, by «liom autlioi ii'oi! 
Fall for po«er, prooccding^ for, defined 

Limit on governor oi iiJedlde m re]iorting on water for poM< 
Sup«iior Ci\il (loveinor may authorise wateifall foi poner 
Petition for use of i\ater power to governoi oi alealde 

Watering places, hunt ot distance in prospecting 

Work 

When under ninnufaetunng induatrie=i contPssioii may 
Limitation on commencement of in eeitam casis 
Nearer tlian iiiet^cnlMKl limit to loads, etc must l>e 
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